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Chuong thur 25

BACH Y KHACH VA BICA

Trong khoang khéng cé ai néi gi ca.

Péu thuyén ciing khong c6 ai néi gi ca.

Nhit dinh khéng c6 ai

Vay thi giong ndi iy tir dau ra?

Giong noi tir dudi hd vong 1én.

Trén hé séng nudc lin tin, mit tring treo mot bén trdi, con ngudi nhi?
O déu xa xa.

Ngoai dé bon muoi trugng, c6 mot ngon dén, mot chiéc thuyén con, mot
cai béng ngudi mong lung.

Tuy nguoi ¢ xa, c6 diéu, giong ndi ctia y, hinh nhu & sat mot bén tai.

Le“iy ndi luc truyén giong néi duogc téi mot noi xa nhu vay, cling khong
phai la mét chuyén gi ky quai lam.

Ky quai la, Tiéu Thép Nhét Lang néi chuyén & déy, y ciing nghe dugc, ma
nghe rat ro.

Nguoi do la ai?
Moi ngudi con chua thay ré rang.
Chiéc thuyén con nhu mot déa luc binh troi trén nudc, tur tr troi lai...

Tiéu Thap Nhit Lang ciing di thy chiéc thuyén con trén hd, va cdi béng
nguoi trén thuyén.

Y bdng nhién cudi lén mot tiéng hoi:
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- Ong dén 16i, t6i khong duge di?

Giong néi xem ra khong 16n 1dm, nhung nhét dinh ciing truyén ra xa lic.
Cau tra 1oi chi cé hai chir:

- Khong duoc.

- Tai sao?

- Hitu khéch tu vién phuong lai, c6 khach ¢ noi xa lai, cht nhan lam sao
say duoc?

- Noi xa 1a noi nao?
- O giita chén hu v6 phiéu duéng, may day dic khong biét 1a dau.

Tiéu Thap Nhét Lang khong hoi thém, boi vi chiée thuyén con di lai gan,
cdy den da gan lai.

Y ciing da thiy ngudi ngdi dudi den.

Mdt ngudi 4o trang, nhu mét ci béng u linh, tay cAm mét cdy phuén
trang.

C6 phai la tim phuén chiéu hon khong?

Chiéc thuyén con cting mau trang, hinh nhu dang mu6n chim xuong
nudc.

Chuong Pam dang dimg phia truéc béng nhién nhin nhiim mit lai, that
thanh la 16n 1én:

- Quy... khong phai nguoi, quy!
Y di lii timg buéc, tirng bude mot, bdng nhién té sim xuéng.
Mot tay hao kiét tung hoanh giira Thai H6, lai s¢ qua xiu ca ra.

Khoéng ai lai d¢ y day.
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Moi nguoi dang cliing do ngucn ra d6, ban tay dang w6t dm mo héi, ngén
tay lanh buét nhu bing gia.

Béy gic ai ai ciing d4 thdy 18, chiéc thuyén con ngudi 4o trang dang ngdi
lam bang giay.

La thtt thuyén gidy dem dbt dé siéu do ngudi chét, sau bay ngay.
Phong Tt Nuong ciing bién sdc mit.
.. Quy ... khong phai nguai, quy!

Néu 12 mot nguoi séng bﬁng XUong bﬁng thit, tai sao lai di mot chiéc
thuyén gidy lai?

- Giita chén hu v6 phiéu duong, may day dic khong biét 1a dau.
Khong I€ y la mét con quy dudi c6i u minh dia phu?
Trén doi nay cé quy thét sao? Phong Tt Nuong khong tin.

Trudc gio nang khong bao gio tin nhirng chuyén hoang dudng nhu vy,
nang von la mot ngudi dan ba rat c6 1y tri.

Nang chi tin ¢6 mot diéu.
.. Bat ké ngudi nay 1a quy hay khong, y nhét dinh 1a mot ke that dang so.
.. Bat ké y tir dau dén, y déu rat c6 thé giét duoc Tiéu Thap Nhit Lang.
Gi6 thu thoi rit nhe trong dém.

Mot con gié nhe thoi 1én médt nudc lam thanh con séng nho ly ti, chiéc
thuyén gidy rot cudc chim han xudng nudc.

Nguoi thi da ding trén Thuy Nguyét lau.

Pén dubc chiéu sdng ryc trén Thuy Nguyét lau, dudi dnh dén sdng trung,
moi ngudi méi thay ré rang ngudi d6 ra thé nio.

Y khéng cao 1im, ciing khong thip 1dm, diu téc da bac, nhung lai khong
dé rau.
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Guong mity tring béch, lam nhu méi b ai ddnh cho mot quyen lai giéng
nhu vira mac phai chung bénh ky quai, mat miii, miéng déu cé vé méo
mo, hinh nhu di léch sang chd khac, lai giéng nhu dang mang mot chiéc
miic na ché tao khong duogc tinh xao.

Guong mit nhu vy, dang 1y ra rat 1a budn cudi.

C6 diéu, bat ky ai nhin y, déu ching thiy c6 gi budn cudi, chi thiy lanh ca
nguoi lén.

Lanh tur trong tim lanh Xuéng dudi ban chan.
Béi vi cip mit cliay.

Y cé mat, nhung lai khong cé trong, cting khong phai mau trang, ma la
mau vang.

Hoan toan 1a mau vang, lam nhu cé ngudi moéc déi mat cua y ra, d6 vang
vao trong do.

.. C6 ai thiy qua ciip mit nhu vay bao gid chwa?
.. Néu c6 ngudi da thiy qua, bao dam 1a ngudi d6 sé khong bao gidr quén.

Cai &6 y cam trong tay, khong phai 1a tim phuén chiéu hén, ma chi la mot
tam chiéu bai béi todn.

Trén d6 co tam chi:

- Thuong dong Thuong Minh, ha triét Ctru U.
(Trén cham troi, dudi cham dia nguc)

Thi ra y 1a mot thiy béi mi.

Al ai ciing thé phao mét tiéng, bit ké ra sao, y ciing 1a mot ngudi, khong
phai la quy.

Cé diéu, moi ngudi quén mat mot diéu.
.. Trén doi nay, ¢6 ngudi con dang so hon ca quy nhiéu.
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Tiéu Thap Nhét Lang lai ng6i xubng.

Ga mu nay, bat ké y ¢4 that 1a ngudi mi1 hay khong, it nhét y khong phai la
mot nguoi mu binh thuong.

Néu c6 ngudi mi ngdi mot chiée thuyén gidy ctia ngudi chét diing, lai tim
ai, di nhién y tim khong phai vi mét 1y do gi hay ho.

Vi vay cling khong cin phai dimg & ngoai nghinh dén y.

Hubng gi, néu c6 thé ngdi duge chit nio, Tiéu Thap Nhit Lang khéng bao
gio dung.

Ga mi1 di chdm ch4m lai, y khong hé diing ciy gy c6 gan chiéu bai.
Nhung y r6 rang la mét nguoi mu khong nghi ngo gi duoc.

Nguoi mi dai khéi c6 nhiing diém khéng giéng véi ngudi thuong, didu d6
Tiéu Thap Nhit Lang nhin dugc ra.

.. Y 1a ngudi mit, 1am sao biét duong di lai?

.. C6 phai vi trong khoang thuyén c6 dén dubc sing ruc, y ¢6 thé cam thay
dugc chang?

.. Cam gidc cua nguoi mu, c¢é phai bén nhay hon ngudi thuong rat nhiéu?

Nhirng ngudi trén thuyén, chdm ch4m nhudng ra mét con dudng choy
budc toi.

Ga mu di rit cham, nhu:ng budc chan rét viing, khong mé miéng hoi
duong, cting khong can ai lai do.

Y di qua ddm ngudi, nhu mot ke &é vuong di qua mot ddm quén than dang
phti phuc duéi dat.

Tiéu Thap Nhit Lang chua bao gio thay mot ngudi mu nao kiéu ngao nhu
vay, dit y khéng mi, ciing nhit dinh ching dé bon ngudi d6 viao mit.

Gia siry c6 cip mit nhu ngudi thuong, trén doi nay khong ching ching cé

ailot vao trong mdt ctay.
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Trong ddi cia y, 4t han 1a ¢ v6 s6 chuyén c6 thé 1am cho y dang kiéu
ngao.
Déy rét cudc 1a nhirng chuyén gi?

Mot nguoi ma trong doi, néu da lam nhiéu chuyen d1 @6 minh kiéu ngao,
ngudi khac sé khong nhitng nhén ra dugc y, ma nhét dinh con nghe véy.

Mot nguoi hanh dong qudi di, vii cong cao cuong nhuy, nguoi khac lai
cang khong thé khong biét.

Nguoi trong giang ho, ai ai cling ¢ mat nhu chim ung, mui nhu ché san.

Nhirng ngu’m trén dau thuyén, ai ai ciing 1 tay l3o luyén giang ho, nhung
ching ai nh4n ra duocy.

Ngay ca Phong Tt Nuong ciing chua hé gip y.

C6 diéu trong 1ong nang c6 mot thit cam gidc bét tudng.
Bét ké ga m1 13 ai, bt ké y lai vi 1y do gi.

Y chi dem lai tir vong va tai hoa.

Phia ngoai cira khoang thuyén, c6 treo bbn cai 16ng den.
Ga mu da di dén chd cay den.

Tiéu Thap Nhét Lang bdng nhién néi:

- DBtng lai.

Ga mu 14p tirc ding lai, dting thang nhu cay but.

Du dting dudi anh dén sang ruc, ca ngudi y tir trén xudng duéi, khong thiy
mot cho nao do ddy bui bam.

Tiéu Thap Nhit Lang ciing chua bao gid thdy mét ngudi mi1 nao sach sé
nhuy.

Ga mu dang doi Tiéu Thap Nhit Lang mé miéng.
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Tiéu Thap Nhit Lang hoi:

- Nguoi biét noi day 1a ¢ dau khong?
Ga mu lic lic dau.

Tiéu Thap Nhit Lang hoi:

- Nguoi biét ta 13 ai?

Ga mu lic lic dau.

Tiéu Thap Nhit Lang ndi:

- Véy thi nguoi khong nén lai day.
Ga mu néi:

- Ta d lai ri.

Tiéu Thap Nhét Lang hoi:

- Lai lam gi?

Ga mu noi:

- Ta la mét ngudi mu.

Tiéu Thap Nhit Lang ndi:

- Ta nhin ra.

Ga mu noi:

- Ngudi mi1 ¢6 thé nghe nhiéu thir ngudi khéc khéng nghe dugc.
Tiéu Thap Nhét Lang hoi:

- Nguoinghe duoc gi?

Ga mu noi:
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- Tiéng ca.

Tiéu Thap Nhét Lang hoi:

- Nguoi c6 biét noi day 1a Tay hd khong?

Ga mu gat dau.

Tiéu Thap Nhét Lang hoi:

- Noi day chd nio ciing c6 tiéng ca.

Ga mu noi:

- C6 diéu, tiéng ca lic nay ta nghe c6 chd bit déng.

Tiéu Thap Nhit Lang hoi:

- Bit déng?

G2 mu néi:

- Khong giéng véi nhirng tiéng ca khac.

Tiéu Thap Nhét Lang hoi:

- Bit d6ng chd nao?

Ga mu noi:

- C6 ngudi giong ca bi thuong, c6 ngudi giong ca hoan lac, ¢ ngudi giong
ca tugng trung cho hanh phtc binh tinh, ¢é ngudi giong ca ddy nhirng
phan nd khich dong.

Y dbi dién véi Tiéu Thap Nhét Lang, tir tir néi tiép:

- Néu nguoi ciing 1a ké mi1 nhu ta, nguoi sé nghe ra rat nhiéu chuyén ky
quai va himg tha trong tiéng ca.

Tiéu Thap Nhét Lang hoi:
- Lic nay nguoi nghe ra dugc gi?
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Ga mu noi:

- Tai hoa.

Tiéu Thap Nhit Lang da nim chit tay lai.

Ga mu ndi:

- Tiéng gi6 trudc khi trdi bao nhét dinh khong gibng tiéng gi6 binh
thudng, con thid kéu la truée khi chét nhét dinh ciing khac ltc kéu la binh
thoi.

Guong mit méo mé ciia y 16 ra mot ve than bi, y tir tir néi tiép:

- Néu mot ngu0’1 c6 tai hoa sip xay ra cho minh, trong tiéng ca clia nang ta
nhét dinh sé c6 dugm hoi huém bét tudng, ta nghe ra dugc.

Tiéu Thap Nhit Lang bién hin sic miit.
Ga mu néi:

- Tai hoa c6 16n c6 nho, tai hoa nho, dem dén cho nguoi ta chang qua chila
cai chét, tai hoa 16n, thuong thudng sé lién luy dén rit nhiéu ngudi vo toi
khac.

Tiéu Thap Nhét Lang hoi:

- Nguoi khong so bi lién luy sao?

Ga mu noi:

- Hién tai, ta chi bt qua lai xem thtr ra sao.
Tiéu Thap Nhit Lang hoi:

- Xem gi?

Ga mu néi:

- Xem céi vi c6 nuong c6 tiéng ca do.
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Mbt ngudi mil, ngdi trén chiéc thuy,én gidy cho ngudi chét ding, lai "xem"
mot nguoi trudc gio khong quen biét.

... C6 ai nghe chuyén hoang dudng nhu vay chua?

Nhung Tiéu Thap Nhit Lang nghe xong, ching thiy cudi gi ca.

Ga m ciing chang cudi.

Tiéu Thap Nhit Lang nhin lom lom vio gi mi1 hoi:

- Nguoi qua that la ké mu?

Ga mu1 gat dau.

Tiéu Thap Nhat Lang hoi:

- Ké mi1 ciing thiy dugc sao?

Ga mu not:

- Nguoi mi1 khong thay dugc.

Y bdng nhién cudi 1én mot tiéng, nu cudi vira thé lwong vira than bi:

- Ngudi khac déu thy duoc, ngudi mi khong thay dugc.

Lic y cudi, ngii quan hinh nhu lai tré vé nguyén vi.

Trong mot khoanh khic, Tiéu Thap Nhét Lang bdng c6 mét thir cam gic
ky di, y cam thay minh c6 gdp qua nguoi nay, guong mat nay.

Nhung y nghi khong ra ngudi nay la ai.

Ga mu no:

- C6 diéu, ngudi mi thdy duge nhitng gi ngudi khac khéong thiy dugc.
Tiéu Thap Nhit Lang hoi:

- Vi du nhu tai hoa?
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Ga mu gat gat dau, néi:

- Vivay ta tinh lai day xem, rot cudc d6 1a thir tai hoa gl.
Tiéu Thap Nhat Lang bat cudi.

Ga mu haéi:

- Nguoi dang cuoi?

Tiéu Thap Nhét Lang cudi ra tiéng.
Ga mu noi:

- Tai hoa khong c6 gi dang cuoi.
Tiéu Thap Nhit Lang ndi:

- Ta dang cudi chinh minh.

G2 mu néi:

- Tai sao?

Tiéu Thap Nhét Lang néi:

- Boi vi, trudce gio ta chua bao gio nghe chuyén nao hoang duong nhu vay,
nhung ta lai bi nguoi thuyét phuc.

Tiéu Thap Nhét Lang ciing c6 ltic bi ngudi ta thuyét phuc, bi mot nguoi
nhu vy, thuyét phuc mot chuyén nhu vay.

Néu nhu binh thoi, Phong Tt Nuong sé nhin khong ndi cuoi phé lén.
Nhung bay gio nang khéng ddm cudi, ma ciing cudi khong néi.

.. Nang ciing nhin ra ddy khéng phai 1a chuyén ddng cudi, nhit dinh
khong phai.

Tham Bich Quan dang thi thim vio tai nang:
- C6 phdi Bang Bang la nguoi nay gio ca hat?
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-U.

- Y néi Bing Bing bénh niing 1am, khong nhitng viy con 1a bénh nan y.
-U.

Tham Bich Quéan tho nhe ra mot hoi noi:

- Khoéng 1é ga mi1 4y nghe dugce ti giong ca ctia ¢6 dy?

Phong Tt Nuong khong tra 1oi.

Nang khong tra 161 duoc.

Chuyén nay qué hoang dudng, khong thé tuéng duoc, nhung lai 1a thit.
Mot héi lau, nang méi thé nhe ra ndi:

- T6i chi hy vong y dung nhin ra chuyén gi khac.

.. Tri¥ tai hoa ra, mét ngudi mi1 con thiy gi duge bay gid?

C6 nguoi ndi Phong Tir Nuong rt hung dit, c6 ngudi néi Phong Tt Nuong
rat ching.

Cé ngudi ndi nang ndi chuyén nhu dan 6ng, udbng ruou con hon cd hai
nguoi dan ong.

Nhung khong ai néi nang khéng dep.
Nang von 1a mot nguoi dep.

Mot ngudi dan ba dep nhur nang, vén khéng bao gio chiu thira nhan c6
nguoi khac dep hon minh.

Nhung Phong Ttr Nuong thi ngoai 1¢.

Nang van cho 1a ‘Thé.l‘n Bich Quén mdi la nguoi chan chinh dep, khéng c6
nguoi nao dep bang.
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C6 diéu, bay gio cich nhin ctia nang cling c6 thay déi, béi vi nang thay
thém mot nguoi chan chinh dep nita...
.. Bang Bang.

Nang vén nghi ring Tham Bich Quan 12 ngudi dan ba trong tht ca dan ba,
toan than trén dudi mdi phan méi tic déu 1a dan ba.

Bay gid nang lai phét hién ra, Bing Bing 1a mét nguoi dan ba ma c6 chd
Thim Bich Quan ciing khéng sanh bang.

Céi dep ctia Bang Bang khong chung khong phadi ai ai cting thudng thirc
duoc, lanh héi duoc.

Nang dep mot cach yéu dudi ma than bi, dep lam ngudi ta dau long.

Néu néi Tham Bich Quan diém 1& nhu miu don, thanh nha nhu u lan, thi
Phong Tt Nuong 1a mét déa mai khoi cé gai.

Bing Bing thi chi la mot déa hoa nho thé théi... mét déa hoa nhoé v6 danh.

.. Mua gid vura tanh, anh tich dwong mot bén trdi, hoang hoén tan bd qua
san.

.. Trong sin, trim hoa d4 tan ta vi mua gi6, nhung bdng thiy cé mét déa
hoa nho v6 danh dang n¢ trén tuong, theo gié rung dong dudi dnh ta
duong.

Lic 4y minh sé& c6 cam gidc thé nao nhi?
DAy ciing 13 cam gic ltic ngudi ta gip Bing Bing.

Nhét 13 tic nay...

Nang da budc xudng lau, dugc ngudi diu xudng, guong mit nang trang
béch ma tiéu tuy.

Khoéng thiy nang 6m nguc, ciing khong thiy nang chau may.
Khoéng cin phai 1am ra nhiing ddng diéu nhu vy, nang ding yén ling &

dé, cai dep ctia nang da dulam cho ngudi ta ndt long.
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G& mu dimg ngay trudc mdt "nhin" nang, cé thatlay thy dugc nhitng cai
nguoi khac khong thay khong?

Tiéu Thap Nhit Lang nhin khong néi hoi:

- Nguoi di thay dugc gi?

Ga mu trAm ngam, mot héi that 1au, moi t t ndi:

- Ta thy mét viing bun ménh méng, viing bun dudi tuyét cdc, khong cé
hoa dai, khong c6 cay co, khong c6 doi song...

Guong mit y bdng sang ruc 1én, y lai néi tiép:
- C6 diéu bén viing bun d6, c6 mot ngudi, mot ngudi dan ba.
.. C6 phai y dang néi dén viing buin dudi tuyét cbc & Sat Nhan Nham?

.. Nguoi dan ba y néi d6 khong 16 1a ngudi da bi Thién cong tir day xubng
tuyét coc, 1la Bang Bang?

... Lam sao y "nhin" ra dugc?

Tiéu Thap Nhat Lang hit sau vao mét hoi that dai hoi:
- Nguoi con thay dugc gi?

Giong noéi ga mu nhu nguodi trong mong:

- Ta thdy nguoi dan ba iy dang bo 1én, ta thiy nang ta dang bénh, bénh rét
ndng...

- Nang ta sip rét xubng lai, nhung bdng nhién c6 mot ban tay tho ra, ban
tay kéonanglén.

- D¢ 1a ban tay ctia mét nguoi dan 6ng.

- Bay gid ban tay d6 dang ndm mot thanh dao hinh thi1 ky di, nguoi dan ba
dé dang ¢ bén canh y ca hit...

- C6 diéu day dan bdng nhién dut doan, nang ta lai nga xubng.
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Tiéu Thap Nhat Lang 1ap tirc ngat 151 y:

- Ngudi dan ba ca hat cling la ngudi dan ba bén viing bun?
G2 mu néi:

- bung vay.

Tiéu Thap Nhét Lang hoi:

- Nguoi dya vao ddu ma nhin thay? Nguoi cé thiy mit mii nang ra sao
khong?

Ga mu ngan ngu noi:

- Ta khong thay mdt nang ta, nhung ta thay dui bén trai ctia nang ta cé mot
cai b6t mau xanh, so véi ban tay con mudn 16n hon, xem ra c6 vé giong
nhu mot chiéc 1a.

Y no6i chua xong céu, Bang Bing da bién hin sac mat, lam nhu vira méi bi
nguorl ta x6 xubng vuc sdu van trugng, anh mat my 16 16 diy vé ngac nhién

va kinh khung.

Nang v6n khong phai 1a ngudi dan ba de bi doa nat, tuy than xdc nang yéu
dubi, ¥ chi ctia nang con cting hon ca sit thép.

Vi vay, nang méi séng dén bay gio.

. Bay gio tai sao nang lai kinh khiing nhu thé?

.. Khong 1é trén ngudi nang qua that c¢é cai b6t mau xanh nhu vy sao?
Guong mat ctia ga mu lai 16 ra mét nu cuoi than bi, y 14m bam:
- Ta qua that nhin khong sai, ta biét ta khong thé nhin sai dugc...

Y chdm chim quay ngudi lai, 1am nhu mudn di ra ngoai, nhung ciy gy
trong tay y, dot nhién nhu con ran xanh, dam lai c6 hong Bang Bang.

Bang Bang khong dong ddy, cing khong tranh né.

Duong Qua Maihoatrang, thing 1, 2003
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Ca nguoinang hinh nhu vi bi kinh khting ma ctrng do ra, ngay ca nhuc
nhich cting khéng nhuch nhich dugc.

May ma bén canh nang con cé Tiéu Thap Nhit Lang!

G4 mi1 vira xuét tha, trir Tiéu Thap Nhit Lang ra, khong con ai c6 thé ciru
nang.

Trén thuyén déu 1a cao thii & nhit luu trong giang hd, trong khoang
thuyén déu 1a cao thu trong tat ca cao thu.

Mo1 ngu0’1 déu thay rd rang, cay gdy bing tric trong tay g mi da diém t6i
cb hong ctia Bang Bing, chi cAn d4y thém mét ty nita, c6 hong ctia Bing

Bdng sé bi xuyén thung.

C6 diéu, c6 hong ciia Bing Bing khong hé bi xuyén qua, ga mii khong day
thém ra ty nao nira.

Cé luc luvong nao khac can tro y?
Khéng ai nhin ra, chi c6 mét minh ga mi1 cam thiy.
Y bdng nhién cam thiy mét 4p luc khong thé hinh dung, ép t6i trén nguc.

Néu y khéng rit lai cong luc dé phong thi ban thin, tim ré xuong sudn
trén nguc cua y sé bi ép gay.

Moi ngudi vira thiy cy gay ctia y diém tdi c6 hong ciia Bing Bing, ngudi
ctia y da lui lai bay thudc.

Moi ngudi vua thay y lti lai, Tiéu Thap Nhét Lang da dimg trudc cira
khoan thuyén, chin duong thoai lui cia .

Cat Loc dao, con nam trong vo.
Cé diéu, sat khi da birc téi mi mdt nguoi ta.

G4 mi1 ciing xoay ngudi lai, d6i dién v6i Tiéu Thap Nhit Lang, guwong miit
méo mo lanh nhu swong thu.

Di nhién y da cam théy sat khi.
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Chi c6 nhiing ngu’01 da giét vo sb ngu:0’1 khéng nhirng vay, con dang
chuén bi giét ngudi, trén ngudi méi cé thir sat khi do.

Y biét nguoi doi dién sé khong dé y con song ra khoi noi nay.

Tiéu Thap Nhit Lang bdng nhién néi:
- Nguoi giét 1dm ngudi rdi.

Ga mu néi:

- Sao?

Tiéu Thap Nhit Lang ndi:

- Nhirng nguoi dén day, von 1a dé giét ta.

Ga mu hoi:

- Nguoi mubn ta giét nguoi?

Tiéu Thap Nhit Lang ndi:

- Khong giét khong duoc.

Gamu héi:

- Tai sao?

Tiéu Thap Nhét Lang néi:

- B&i vi nguoi da ¢ day.

Ga mu hoi:

- Ciing béi vi nguoi mubn giét ta?
Tiéu Thap Nhit Lang khéng phii nhan.

Ga mu dang cudi, y hitng ho noéi:

- That ra du ta khong giét nguoi, nguoi van ctr mudn giét ta.

Duong Qua
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Nhin gwong mit dang cudi ctia y, Tiéu Thap Nhét Lang bdng nhién lai c6
cdi cam gidc ky quai vura roi.

.. Nhét dinh minh giip tén nay ¢ dau.
Nhung y lai nghi khong ra ga 1a ai.

Tai sao nhi?

Y nhét dinh phai tim ra nguyén nhan.
Ban tay ctia y da ndm chit cdn dao.
S&t khi cang thém ndng liét.

Ga mu not:

- Ta d4 ndi rdi, tuy ta la ké mi, ta c6 thé thiy nhirng thi ma ngudi khac
khong thay.

Tiéu Thap Nhét Lang néi:

- Bay gid nguoi thiy gi?

Ga mu no:

- Bay gio ta lai thAy mét ban tay, ban tay dang cAm mét thanh dao.
Tiéu Thap Nhit Lang khong hé ngac nhién.

Ban tay ctia y di nhién c6 dao, bit ky ai ciing déu nghi dugc.

G2 mu néi:

- Ta ciing thiy, nguoi nhit dinh phai giét ta cho dugc.

Tiéu Thap Nhit Lang cudi nhat.

Ga mu néi:

Duong Qua Maihoatrang, thing 1, 2003
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- Néu 13 hai ndm trudc, nguoi sé dé cho ta di, nhung bay gid nguoi da thay
doi.

Tiéu Thap Nhit Lang 1ap ttic hoi téi:

- Nguoi da gdp ta hai nam trudgc?

Ga mu hitng ho noi:

- Bit ké ta da giip nguoi hai nim trudc hay chua, bay gio ta c6 thé nhin ra,
nguoi khong phai nhu nguoi lic trude.

Tiéu Thap Nhit Lang hoi:
- Nguoi con thiy duogc gi?
Ga mu noi:

- Ta con thiy mot viing mau, trong viing méau cé ban tay, trong ban tay c6
thanh dao.

Tiéu Thap Nhat Lang hoi:

- Nguoi c6 thiy d6 1a méu ctia ai khong?
Ga mu hoi lai:

- Cua ai?

Y cudi cang nguy bf, chAm cham néi tiép:
- Mau cua nguoi, ban tay cta nguoi, thanh dao ctia nguoi.
Tiéu Thap Nhét Lang cudi 16n.

Ga mu no:

- Chét khéng c6 gi bubn cudi.

Tiéu Thap Nhét Lang néi:

- Lan nay, ta cudi nguoi.

Duong Qua Maihoatrang, thing 1, 2003
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Ga mu hai:

- Tai sao?

Tiéu Thap Nhét Lang néi:

- Boivilan nay, nguoi nhin 14m rdi.

Cat Loc Pao, con nim trong vo.

Pao chua it ra, sat khi lai cang ndng liét.

Ga mu1 tir tir bo cAy phuén trong tay phai xubéng, béng nhién tung ngudi
1én, cay gdy bang tric dam ra.

Gay thiang bung, thing va cing.

Cé diéu, y vira dam ra, cay gdy tric bong nhién c6 vé dang uoén éo dong
day.

Cay gdy trac bong nhién bién thanh mét con ran.
Mot con rdan ddc con song.

Lan d4u tién Tiéu Thap Nhat Lang giip rin doc, 1a Iic y 1én sau tudi, y gip
mot con ran rung dudi.

Daéy la lan dau tién y bi rdn cdn, va cling la 1an cudi cing. Sau nay y chi can
liéc mat 1a nhan ra duoc trén ba muoi loai ran doc.

Y doi phé ran doc chi cd mot cach... dap cay gdy vao cho yéu hai bay tac
trén nguoi no.

Y chua hé say tay bao gio.
Cé diéu, y nhin khong ra cho6 yéu hai bay tac cua con ran nam ¢ dau.

Con rin doc trong tay ga mil, con nguy hiém hon cac thit rin y da ting
thay qua nhiéu.

Duong Qua Maihoatrang, thing 1, 2003
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Trir Tiéu Dao Hau Thién cong tir ra, gi mi1 nay 1a déi thi d4ng s¢ nhit
binh sinh y chua tirng gap qua.

Y biét minh phai trdn dinh tAm than.

Cay gay la con rin doc dang d4m t6i, y khong hé nhiic nhich.

Bét dong khén nan hon nhiéuy, nhung ciing xao diéu hon nhiéu.

... Tai sao y bat dong?

... Bt dong 1a c6 y gi?

Bat dong chinh la déng!

... Khéng phai d6 chinh 14 chd tbi do diéu nhét trong vii cong sao?

Ga mu dang ra thuc chiéu, bdng nhién bién thanh hu chiéu, mét cay gy,
bong bién thanh mudi bay mudi tam cdy.

Khoéng ai phén biét ra dugc cay nao 1a thuc, cay nao la gia.
Dong vo cling ciing 1a bat dong.

Boéng cay gdy, da ngung dong thanh mdt man a0 anh, m¢t man anh sang
hu vo.

Nhung Tiéu Thap Nhét Lang da dong.
Than hinh cta y bdng nhién luét ra tam thuéc.

Chinh ngay ltic &6, phap mot tiéng, cay gay tric di diém vao trong van
thuyén.

Chi nghe phép, phép, phép vang 1én khéng ngdt, trén van thuyén da hién
ra bay tdm cai 16 thung.

Mudi bay mudi tam cai béng gy, lai déu 1a thyc ca.
Tiéu Thap Nhit Lang bt gidc thé phao ra, ciy gdy triic bdng nhién xoay

trén khong trung, phat ngang lai.
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Y dang du’ng d6, 1a chd rét an toan, ndo ngd canh tay ctia gi mii cling nhu
rin, c6 thé ubn éo nguoc lai.

Tiéu Thap Nhit Lang nglra ngudi ra, thé thiét ban kiéu, mui chan da nguoc
1én.

Cai chiéu d6 ching thiy c6 gi xao diéu, ching ai ngd ring, cdy gdy trong
tay g mu bongnhién bi dd ving lén.

Ga mu cting khéng ngo.

Than hinh cfia y xoay Vong, che hét tit ca chd hé trén ngudi, ban tay trai
voi va chit vao cd chan ctia Tiéu Thap Nhét Lang,

C6 diéu, ban chén ctia Tiéu Thép Nhit Lang da dting thang trén mit dat,
dtng vitng nhu trdi tréng, ndm tay phai i dim ra, ddm vao mii ga mi.

Péy ciing 12 mét chiéu rat tim thuong phé thong.

Bat cur ai cling déu cho rang ga mu sé tranh né dé dang, ngay ca chinh ga
mu ciing nghi vay.

Nao ngd chinh ngay ltic y cho 1a minh da trdnh khoi, go ma bén tréi bdng
nhién nhtic nhéi dir déi.

Chiéu quyén xem ra tim thudng pho thong y lai danh triing vap mit y.

G4 mi1 tung ngudi 1én, y phuc phén pht trong gié, than hinh y nhu mot
con vuxoay tit khéng nging.

Trong tinh huéng dé, chi c6 mét ngudi cé thé sir duoc chiéu thirc d6 théi.
Tiéu Thap Nhét Lang biét ngudi d6 14 ai, Bing Bing ciing vay.

Hai ngudi dong thoi bién hin sic mit, lam nhu thinh linh bdng thiy c6
quy dang dirng trude mit minh xoay vong vong nhu vay.

Trong khodnh khic d6, béng ngudi dang xoay tit khong nging da xuyén
ctra sO bay ra ngoai.

Chi nghe tiéng cudi the thé ky di ctia gi mi1 truyén lai tir xa:
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- Cong phu tuyét diéu, xem ra vii cong ctia nguoi tinh tién hon hai nim
trudc nhiéu 1im, chi tiée la...

Cau néi iy chua thét xong, bdng nghe im 1én mot tiéng.

Viang tring ling limng giita trdi, trén mit hd séng gon lin tin, g mu da
bién mat tim mat dang.

Guong mdt cua Bdng Bang tring béch, tya hd muén xiu xubng. Tiéu Thap
Nhét Lang nim l4y tay nang. Hai ngudi déng cam théy ban tay déi phuong
lanh gia.

Trong khoang ngoai khoang, khong ai néi gi ca, tham chi ngay ca h6 hép
cling khéng nghe dugc.

Ciing khong biét trai qua bao 1au, Vuwong Manh bdng nhién thé ra mot hoi
that dai néi:

- Thén thu qua that tuyét diéu.
Khéng ai 6 thé phi1 nhan duoc diéu do.

Al ai cing nh4n ra ring, g mu dénh ra ba chiéu, chiéu nio ciing 1a thir
tuyét chiéu ky di khong ngd, bién héa van bé.

Trong giang h6, dé dugc y mot chiéu da khong nhiéu, Tiéu Thap Nhit
Lang lai ddanh bai ca y.

Chiéu thuc cua Tiéu Thap Nhit Lang danh ra, xem ra tim thudng lam,
nhung lai rit nhanh, rit chinh xdc, rat hitu hiéu.

M&i ngudi dang tu héi trong long:
- Minh dé dugc méy chiéu ctia y?

Céi tinh ty cta vi cong, khong phaila & Cho ky 4o my 1&, ma & chd hitu
hiéu. Céi dao Iy 4y c6 may ai hiéu dugc? My ai lam duoc?

Hét chuong 25
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