Tuc TIEW TA THAN {Jsg KCost
Hsi Thi Wm‘n' Leim
NGJ TRU THAI GIAM

Chay vong quanh ndi ndi cung mot lic thi Ti€u Ta lot vao nha bép cung
dinh, thifc in bay mui thom phitc khi€n hin khong sao chiu ndi. Con d6i khat kéo
dai tir sing dén gi nhu thic ddy Ti€u Ta ddy cia budc vao trong.

O trén ban, d6 dn ndu cho hoang thugng dugc bay ra ngin nip, nao la cua
rang mudi, hai sim, bt b3o tric... nhiéu vo s6 ké. Ti€u Ta lan lugt thudng thic
tirng mén, cho dén no mdéi thoi.

Hoi l4u, ti€ng trong trong cung vang lén, mot ti€u thdi gidm budc vao nha
bé&p. Vira vao d&n clra hin da didng nhu trdi trong, nhin Ti€u Ta dang in udng mot
cach ngon Ianh trong d6, miéng hin 14p bip:

— Pd ngy thién ma sao ngudi... ngudi...

Ti€u Ta cudi hi hi n6i:

— Nhiéu dd dn vay thi hoang thugng 1am sao ma An hét cho dugc? Hay 12 ta
vG1 ngudi cung dn b4t cho gon mdt chut di.

Tiéu thdi gidm gidy ndy:

— Anh mudn t6i bi Duong cong cdng qud phat hay sao? Xin anh lam on ra
khéi noi diy dé tdi con dem thifc dn hau hoang thudng.

Ti€u Ta thdn nhién néi:

— Thoi ta no rdi, ngudi mang di di, c6 mudn ta cho mugn long bao khodc thit
khong?

Vira néi, hin vira ngim nghia chi€c long bao cia minh ra chiéu thich thd 1im.

Tiéu thdi gidm lic diu:

— T61 khong ddm dau.

Ti€u Ta cudi:

— Ta thdy ngudi ciing hién, ngudi tén gi?

Tiéu thdi gidm néi:

— Ngu dé tén Ti€u Thuin, vira d€n ddy dugc ba thang, ddm nhin viéc coi giit
nha bé&p va mang thitc An hau hoang thugng. Con anh?

Tiéu Ta noéi:

— Ta 12 Duong Ti€u T4, cling mdi dén.

Ti€u Thudn tréch:

— M6i @€n ma di gy hoa. Thic in hdm nay anh mang di di, c6 gi khién trach
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thi anh ganh chiu.
Tiéu Ta du db:
— An bét dai di, nguoi xem d6 dn ngon thé nay cd ma.
Ti€u Thuin dudng nhu ciing cAm 1ong khong dudc, 1i€m moi néi:
— Vay em xin dn thf c4i mén bat bdo tric nay vay, nghe néi 1a ngon lam.
Tiéu Ta cudi hi hi néi:
— Bit b3o tric 12 cuc phdim mién Bic, dn di, in di.

Mot 14t sau hai ngudi mdi sip d6 in vio mam, Ti€u Thuin din dudng, con
Ti€u Ta thi bung mAm thic in di d€n Huong Mai Cung.

Pén ctia cung thi Ti€u Thuin néi:

— Anh chuén bi xong chua?

Tiéu Ta néi:

— Xong rdi.

Tiéu Thuin lo ling:

— Chi mong 1an nay Dudng cong cdng khong d&€n, né€u khdng thi anh nguy to.

Tiéu Ta vui vé:

— C6 Duong cdng cong cang tdt, thifc dn nhi€u thé nay thi hoang thugng dn
hét th& nao duoc.

Ti€u Thuin chua kip néi gi thém thi di nghe ti€ng hd to:

— Hoang thugng gidng lam.

Rbi mudi may tén thi vé da x&p hang tru6c cung Huong Mai dé nghénh ti€p
va bdo vé thianh gi4. Ti€u Ta va Ti€u Thuin ciing chip tay ditng hau hai bén.

Khong lau sau, hoang thugng va Dudng Chinh cling dén.
Ti€u Thuin va Ti€u Ta ddng thanh cdi diu:

— Cung thinh hoang thugng gid 1am.

Hoang thugng khoat tay:

— Mién I€.

Duong Chinh nhin Tiéu Thuin hdi:

— Tén kia 1a ai?

Ti€u Thuin cidi dau néi:

— B4&m Duong cdng cdng, ngudi nay hom nay méi xudng bép.
Duong Chinh khdng néi gi nita, ngdi xuéng ddi dién véi hoang thuong rdi néi:
— Bay tiéc di.
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Tiéu Ta da mot tiéng rdi 1ap tic don mAm 1én, khi di d&€n gan hoang thugng,
hidn khé 1i€c Ién, nhdy mit véi hoang thugng mot cdi.

Hoang d€ giat minh, sg d&n phat run, thim nghi:

— “Khong bi€t trong th€ gian nay con ai to gan hon hin khong? That qué liéu
linh”.

Mam dd dn vira md ra thi Dudng Chinh da bién sic, quat to:

— Céc nguoi 1am dn ki€u gi vay? Chirng nay thoi thi 1am sao dn no? Ngudi
dau, dem ching ra chém.

LAp tifc c6 hai tén thi vé chay dé&n toan bit Ti€u Ta. Hoang d€ thdy vy voi
noi to:

— Khoan da.

Duong Chinh chip tay:

— Tau hoang thugng, tén nod tai nay pham tdi khi quan, ding chét lim.

Hoang thuong gat dau:

A A R A LNt N 1N , . A A X A .
— Mot tén ti€u nd tai thi lam sao dam to gan khi quan nhu vy, tram mudn hoi
chora l€.

Duong Chinh nghe vay thi khong biét néi sao, danh im ling git dau.

Hoang dé& quay sang hai tén thi v&, quat to:

— Con chua lui ra?

Hai tén thi vé voi va lui ra, hoang d€ nhin Tiéu Ta nhdy mit mot cdi roi
nghi€m giong noi:

— R6t cudc 13 thé ndo?

Ti€u Ta chip tay noéi:

— Xin hoang thugng va Duong cong cong thdong cidm, ching 13 nha bép c6
trom.

Duong Chinh gidn dit v6 cung, quat 16n:

— To gan, ké nao dim lam nhu vay?

Ti€u Ta néi:

— B4Am hoang thugng v cong cong, nd tai khong biét ké trom 1a ai, nhung
xem ra hin sé con ti€p tuc in nita.

Duong Chinh gin giong:

— Nguoi da biét ¢é trdém 4n vung ma con ddm dem db in thira 1én cho hoang
thugng u?

Ti€u Ta rut ¢d lai néi:
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— BaAm cong cong, né€u nod tai khong mang 1én thi ciing bi toi khi quin, vi dim
bd d6i hoang thugng.

Duong Chinh citng hong, danh quay sang hoang thugng cii dau néi:

— Mudn tau hoang thugng, thich khdch dot nhap nha bé&p cla hoang cung cé
1€ than thi baAt pham, miy tén nod tai ndy xem ra khong phai doi tha ctia hin.

Hoang thuong gat dau:

— Cong cong ndi rat ding, thoi thi ta tha cho bon ching vay.

Duong Chinh bi€t khong thé bit toi thém, danh quay sang Tiéu Ta git:

— CoOn khong mau ta on hoang thugng?

Tiéu Ta lap tic quy xudng néi:

— Pa ta hoang thugng dai xa.

Hoang thugng cuGi:

— Mién I€.

Duong Chinh cdn dan:

— Hai nguoi 14p tic trd vé ngu tri phong, ting cudng canh gdc nha bép.

Ti€u Ta va Ti€u Thuin da mot ti€ng, rdi cling ding 1én di ra ngoai. Ti€u
Thuan bat ngdn tay cdi khen nggi:

— Anh qua that c6 tai tng khiu, ngu dé tu then khong bing.

Ti€u Ta cudi néi:

— Thudng thoéi. A ma nguoi c6 bi€t Duong cong cong & tai chd nao khong?
Hoi ndy xem ra dng ta dd clfu mang ta nén bay gid ta mudn tim dng ta d€ bao dap.

Ti€u Thuin phi cudi:

— Xem anh to gan nhung ciing ¢6 nghia khi 1dm, Duong cong cong va Duong
thdng lanh cling § tai Duong phd bén trdi, ma anh dinh ta on bing cdch nao?

Tiéu Ta hap hay mit:

— Thé thi phai bi€t ndi c4t gidu clia cdi clia ho trudc da.

Ti€u Thuin gidt ndy minh:

— Anh mudn 14y cdp ctia ho u?

Ti€u Ta cudi néi:

— LAy clia cdi ctia ho 1am d6 hi€u kinh ho, th€ thi c6 mit mat gi ddu? Chiing
ta lai dudc ti€ng 13 biét dicu nira.

Tiéu Thuin git gu:

— Anh qud 1a c6 ly, phen nay anh ciing phai gitip dé c6 mot phian trong dé

nhé.
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Ti€u Ta cudi hi hi:

— Pudc, ta gitdp ngudi c6 phan, ddm bdo Duong cong cong sé rit man nguyén.

C3 hai cling nhanh chéng tr§ vé nha bé&p, tim mdt cdi bao rat 16n sau d6 dén
Duong phii. Ti€u Ta hdi nhé:

— Kho tang trong diy 1a clia nha vua hay cta riéng Duong cong c6ng?

Ti€u Thuin néi:

— Noi diy 12 ndi vién cia Duong phi nén tit cd kho ting déu Ia cda riéng
Duong cong cong ma thoi.

Tiéu Ta cudi dic y, 1én vao trong ndi vién, 14y ra rdt nhiéu bdu vat vic ra
ngoai di tu nhién. Trén dudng gip rit nhiéu vé binh, song déu cho hdn qua khi bi
hdn mang kim ngin ra mua chudc.

Ti€u Thuin thdy Ti€u Ta mang ra mdt cdi 16n thi cudi nbi:

— Anh phdi theo dé d&n gip Thugng cong cong di, chuyén clia anh dé da néi
v6i ngudi 1oi.

Tiéu Ta git diu, cling theo tSi thu phong clia Thugng cong cong, vira gip mit
thi hin @3 méc ra mot g6i bdo vat, khim nim néi:

— B4&m Thuong cong cong, thudc ha cé chit qua mon, mong dudc cong cong
nhan cho.

Thuong cong cdng sd ndn qua géi bdo vat, gt dau néi:

— RAt bi€t dieu.

Ti€u Ta cudi nhin nhd:

— Mong Thugng cong cong nang dd cho.

Thugng cong cong khé cudi:

— Nghe néi ngudi ra't khodi choi dd xi ngau?

Tiéu Ta gii dau:

— That ra thi thudc ha chi bi€t vo vé thodi a.

Thugng cdng cong quay qua Ti€u Thuin néi:

— Nguoi mau di mdi m4y vi cong cong nita dén day.

Ti€u Thuin da vang rdi chay di ngay, ching bao lau di dit vé miy ngudi
trung nién thdi giam, bt diu gy song, do chinh Ti€u Ta lam cdi.

Tiéu Ta cudi thAm trong bung, miéng néi cudi tay vung xi ngiu, chi mot
thodng sau thi hin da gom hét s tién clia ci bon thdi giam. Tuy nhién hin ciing
rat khon, nhanh miéng ggi y:

— LAn diu danh bac nén so tién dé thing dudc xin glti cd lai cho moi ngudi.
Né&u nhu moi ngudi c6 hitng ddnh ti€p thi ta cing d€n nha bé&p, noi d6 vira rong rii
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vira ¢6 nhiéu thic in, tha hd ma vui vé.

Bon thdi gidm nghe néi khong phai mat tién, ma lai c6 co hdi danh ti€p thi
mirng rd vo cuing, khong phian ddi gi ma cling nhau tié€n vé nha b&p mé song ddnh
to.

Thé 1a tir chiéu dén t6i, ti€ng ho yéu goi luc lién tuc vang 1én, thi vé thai
giam déu to ra tic trach, tén nio ciing chi mong cho xong viéc d€ d&n song bac ndi
ngu tru phong.

Canh ba dém dé, ti€ng dn 20 noi song bac dang 1én cao trao thi bdng cé ti€ng
quat to:

— Chung bay dang lam cai gi d6?

Ti€ng quat lam cho nhitng tay cd bac trong nha b&p hodng kinh, huéng mit
nhin ra ctra r6i hot hodng néi:

— Vuong gia van tué!

Ngudi mdi d€n chinh 14 hoang dé Ky Ngoc, ngudi gip Ti€u Ta hom trude.

Tiéu Ta thay Ky Ngoc xuat hién thi biét 12 khong thé gidu tung tich dudc, lién
nghi ra mot k&, ciing huéng vé phia Ky Ngoc néi to:

— COn nguoi cling dang lam gi d6?

Ti€u Thuin tru6c sau bi Ti€u Ta xdi 1am bidy mdy 1an nén biy gid s¢ dén
phat run, vdi kéo 4o Ti€u Ta néi:

— Pay la hoang dé do.

Tiéu Ta vd khong nghe thdy, ¢t ding sitng 1am nhu khong bi€t Ky Ngoc 12 ai.

Ky Ngoc tuy mdi gip mot 1an nhung dudng nhu ciing khd hi€u ré tinh cdch
ctia Tiéu Ta, y cudi néi:

— B4n vuong gia mudn hdi nguoi & day lam gi?

Ti€u Ta cudi to:

— Pang phit tién.

Ky Ngoc néi:

— C& bac ciing goi 1a phdt tién u? Cdc ngudi 14y dau ra ma nhiéu tién nhu
vay?

Tiéu Ta manh dan ddp:

— Hoang thugng ban thudng nén khong nhian ciing khong dugc.

Ky Ngoc lanh lung néi:

— Nguodi 1ap tifc theo ta di y&t ki€n hoang thugng, n€u ndi ldo thi 1ap tic bi
chit dau ngay.

Ti€u Ta cudi ha ha néi:
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- bi thi di, ¢6 gi phai sg.

Ky Ngoc khdong néi gi, quay sang moi ngudi noi:
— Pi khuya roi, cdc ngudi ma gidi tdn hét di.
Moi ngudi dong thanh:

— Pa ta vuong gia tha chét.

Roi uin Un ditng 1én bd di, cling khong d€ y dé€n s6 bac dang chdi d3. Ti€u Ta
thay th€ thi goi to:

— Nay, tién clia moi ngudi xin nhin lai hét, dé€ day toi khong gidi quyét dudc
dau.

Ky Ngoc tron mit cudi to:

— Ciing c6 ké khong them tién bac ddy. U thoi cdc ngudi dén ma 14y lai tién
di.

Moi ngudi hi hitng trd lai nhan tién rdi rit lui, chi con Ti€u Thuin 13 khong
biét di dau, vi nha bé&p chinh 12 chd clia hin.

Ti€u Ta noéi:

— Tiéu Thuén, s6 tién con lai khong it, nguoi hdy bdo quin cin thin, ta di s&
vé ngay.

Ky Ngoc hdi:

— Mau 1én, néi nhiéu thé&?

Tiéu Ta gat dau:

— Phién vuong gia din dudng.

C4 gan gheo hoang dé thi ngoai Ti€u Ta ra chic ching cé ai dim to gan nhu
th€, Ti€u Thuin nhin theo lic diu 1& 1udi, cho dén khi hai ngudi khud't béng sau
khic quanh méi ddm quay lung v6 phong.

00o0

Ky Ngoc néi diat Ti€u Ta dé&n gip hoang thugng nhung nira dudng lai ré
huéng khic vé Tinh TAm cung, 12 noi & clia minh.

Ti€u Ta cudi néi:

— Hoang thugng G day u?

Ky Ngoc néi:

— Mudn gip hoang thugng thi phdi dgi ngdy mai, t6i nay ngudi & Tinh TAm
cung clia ta, ngudi tha'y th€ nao?

Tiéu Ta khong hé khdch sdo, ngdi xuéng gh€ cam nguyén binh rugu trén ban
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dua 1én miéng udng.

Ky Ngoc cudi thim, ciing ngdi xudng gh& doi dién.

Tiéu Ta hoi:

— Vuong gia din ta dén day 1a c6 muc dich gi?

Ky Ngoc cudi:

— Ching 1& phai c6 muc dich méi dudc u?

Ti€u Ta xi mot ti€ng:

— Vuong gia mudn tim mot ngudi vo cong gidi nhat thién ha chi gi?

Ky Ngoc dé mit, nhung van binh than d4p:

— Ta qua c6 nghi nhu vay, nhung...

Tiéu Ta noéi:

— Vuong gia muén hoc vd cong thi phdi d€n Thdi Nguyén thanh, noi quin
Thong Thyc dit quan, gid phit nao cling c6 ngudi nghénh d6n vuong gia.

Ky Ngoc ngan ngai:

— Noi dé...

Tiéu Ta ti€p:

— Thong Thuc Qudn khong thau tién va 1€ vat, vuong gia d&€n dugc roi hing

tinh. Phan t6i thi khong thé & lai trong hoang cung lau dudc, vi su nghiép cda tdi
rat rong 16n, khip trong thién ha.

Ky Ngoc thuc ra mudn giit Ti€u Ta, nhung nghe hidn néi vay thi bi&t 1a khong
thé luu lai, danh gudng cudi néi:

— Ta s& d€n d6 thu huan, Thdi Nguyén thanh ciing khong xa, chi di khodng ba
ngay dudng 1a dé€n chit gi.

Tiéu Ta gat dau:

— Ching ta cit quy€t dinh nhu vay, nhitng chuyén khic c6 gi quan trong dau.
T6i khong phai 1a thich khach nén c6 thé ngd lai chit?

N A z N A 2 2y N s A 2z N . R N
Ky Ngoc khong néi gi, mot 1at sau méi chi vao chi€c do long bao Tiéu Ta
dang mic, néi:

— Long bao d6 hoang huynh ta ban cho nguoi u?

Tiéu Ta nhé&ch moi:

— Khong phdi! La hoang thugng thua bac cho ta d6.

N6i xong hin nim ngay xudng tham, ngdy kho kho. C6 thé néi hai dém nay
hin vira chi€n diu vira dia cgt, tinh than cing thing qud nhiéu nén vira dit lung
xudng 1a da ngu rat say.
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Ky Ngoc bat cudi noi:

— U thi ngd di, ngay mai ta lai n6i ti€p.

Ky Ngoc tif nhd 16n 1én trong cung, sdng xung quanh 1ii cung nif, thi vé va thdi
gidm, tén nao ciing rim rip nghe 16i nén cdm thdy cudc song rat vo vi. Nay gip
dudc Ti€u Ta ky la thi rdt hiing thid, khong thé bd qua.

00o0

ba tu: n/w‘t s c/wﬁ‘ /o/wic 234 jdnﬁ‘j(iy”/%g,ifwm

thang 5 nam 2005 S



