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HAI LAO NHAN THUONG TINH KHONG NG
BA THIEU NIEN DUNG KE THOAT THAN

Quan Minh Mai d6m Hodc Thanh Pong nhdy xudng gbc ciy, bdo nang
udng thudc ngay di. Hoic Thanh Pdng vira nudt vién Tuyét sim hoan da tha'y mot
ludng hoi néng tr dan dién boc 1é€n, dé chiu vo cing. Quan Minh Mai néi: “Con
that 12 may min méi dugc udng linh don diéu dugc, lanh bénh ngay thoi”.

Trin Chinh Pitc lanh nhat néi: “N6 khong uéng vién thudc nay thi ciing chang
chét”.

Quan Minh Mai héi: “Ching 1& dng mu6n Thanh nhi khd s hay sao™?

Tran Chinh Pic néi: “Thudc cla y, thi ta tha chét cling khong chiu udng, con
ba du khong cé bénh ciing mudn udng nhu thudng”.

Quan Minh Mai ndi giin, dinh tim mdt ciu trd diia. Nhung ba nhin thd'y Hoic
Thanh Pdng rém 1€, 6m y&u diy vé dang thuong, bén nhin nhin khdng cii nifa,
cdng Hodc Thanh Pong 1én lung chay vé phia bic. Tran Chinh Dic chay theo phia
sau, doc dudng ctt 1di nhai cin nhin khong dut.

V& t6i chd § clia Song Ung tai Ngoc Vuong Con, Hodc Thanh Pong uéng ndt
vién thudc con lai rdi ngl say mot gidc, tinh thin di sidng khodi hon rat nhiéu.
Quan Minh Mai ngdi bén giudng nang, hdi: “Tai sao con dang bénh ma phii ra
ngoai mot minh”?

Hodc Thanh Pdng k& lai chuyén diét sach quan Thanh, chuyén gip tam ma
doc dudng, nhung khong néi d€n 1y do khi€n minh rdi khdi doanh trai. Nhung Quan
Minh Mai tinh tinh néng ndy, chat van t&i cling.

Ho#dc Thanh Pdng vd cling kinh yéu su phu nén khdng gidu nita, vira khéc
vira ké: “Huynh 4y... Huynh 4y t6t véi mudi mudi cia con. Vi th€ lic con diéu
dong binh linh... gia gia vd moi ngudi déu ndy da nghi ngd”.

Quan Minh Mai nhdy dung 1én, kéu 16n: “Chinh 12 g Tran tong da chi gi gi
d6 ma con di ting cdy dodn ki€m phdi khong™?

Hodc Thanh Pong git ddu. Quan Minh Mai gian dit néi ti€p: “Trai thi c6 méi
ndi cii, gdi thi khong cé tinh ti mudi, hai dia déu dang giét”.

Hodc Thanh Pong vdi va lip biap: “Khong... khong”...

Quan Minh Mai cit néi: “P€ ta di doi ng gitim con”. Ba 14p tic chay ra khdi
phong.

Tran Chinh Ditc nghe vd la 16i om som, lién chay d&én xem c6 chuyén gi. Hai
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ngudi suyt va vao nhau trudc cira. Quan Minh Mai ho: “Di theo ta! Di gi€t hai ké
vO nghia bac tinh”.

Tran Chinh Ditc néi: “Pudc”! Poi vo chdng gia 1ap tic chay ra ngoai.

Hodc Thanh Pdng nhdy chdm diy, muén dudi theo néi cho rd moi chuyén
truGc sau, nhung trén ngudi chi mic 4o 16t nén khong dim chay ra. Nang lo ling
dé&n ngat xiu ngay tai chd, khi tinh lai thi su phu va su cong da di tir 1au rdi.

Tinh tinh hai vi 1do nhan gia néng nay khac thudng, vé cong lai tuyét cao, mot
minh Tran Gia Lac khdng sao dich ndi. N&u hai vi gi€t mat chang va mudi mudi thi
phdi lam sao? BAt chdp co thé con bac nhugc, nang tic toc 1én ngya dudi theo.

Doc dudng Quan Minh Mai néi: “Bon nam nhin bac nghia v0 tinh trén thién
ha déu d4ang chét ci. Thanh nhi d3 dem thanh c6 ki€m la bdu vAt hi€m c6 trén ddi
ting cho hidn, dd biét coi trong hin nhu thé nao. Thé ma hin mic ké, quiang Thanh
nhi ra sau, di vui vé v6i mudi mudi cua Thanh nhi. That 1a ding chém ngan dao,
xé0 ngan mié€ng thit”.

Song Ung cuc ky yéu quy Hodc Thanh Pong. Train Chinh Pic ciing néi:
“Khong hi€u sao mudi mudi ctia Thanh nhi lai vo si d€n thé, tranh doat ngudi yéu
cta chi rudt minh? Thanh nhi téfc gidn dén sinh bénh 12 phdi”.

Ho phi ngua dén sdng sém ngay thd ba thi thdy & phia trude c6 bui cat boc
1én, hai con ngua tit phia nam chay nhanh téi. Quan Minh Mai bdng “A” 1én mot
ti€ng, Tran Chinh Pitc vdi hdi chuyén gi, nhung ciing nhin ra ngay. Trong hai ky si
dang chay t6i thi mot chinh I1a Tran Gia Lac.

Tran Chinh Pic 1ap tdc dua tay rit ki€Em. Quan Minh Mai cdn: “Khoan da!
Ong xem, ngua cia ching chay nhanh qui. Né&u chiing giuc ngwa chay tron thi
khong sao dudi kip. Chiing ta cit v nhu khong biét, tir tif ra tay ciing khong mudn”.

Tran Chinh Ditc khé gat dau, rdi hai ngudi tir tir ti€n 1&én phia truSc. Tran Gia
Lac ciing nhin thdy ho, lién thiic ngua t6i, nhdy xuéng thi 1& rdi néi: “Lai han hanh
dién ki€n hai vi tién boi. Hai vi tién bdi c6 gip Hoidc Thanh Pong cd nuong hay
khong”?

Quan Minh Mai 6m ham huc trong 10ng: “Ngudi con gid v& twdng nhé dén né
hay sao”? Ba ddp: “Ta khong thdy. C6 viéc gi hay sa0”?

Dot nhién triéc mit ba sdng ryc 1€n, mot thi€u nit cyc ky di€m 1& giuc ngua
chay t6i. Tran Gia Lac b3o: “Pay la su phu ctia Thanh Pdng. Mudi mau thi 1€ di”.

Huong Huong cong chda 1ap tiic xudng ngua, thi 1& rdi mim cudi néi: “Con
van thudng nghe ti ti nhic t6i hai vi. Hai vi c6 thdy ti ti clia con ddu khong”?

TrAn Chinh Ptc thAim nghi: “Con bé nay dep hon Thanh nhi nhiéu, ching
trach thiing 13i kia thay 1ong ddi da”.

Quan Minh Mai thi nghi: “Méi ranh con ma da xdo tra d&€n th&”! Ba khong dé
16 vé gi, cit v& hdi vé Thanh Pdng.
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Tran Gia Lac k€ xong, Quan Minh Mai néi: “Pugc! Chiing ta cuing di tim”.
Thé 12 bdn con ngua cling ti€n vé phia bic.

Quan Minh Mai thdy cd hai ngudi déu sic mit lo Au, thAm nghi: “Pa lam
nhitng viéc nhu th€, trong 10ng bat an 1a phdi. Nhung khong bi€t ching tim Thanh
nhi c6 viéc gi. Hai dta cung di, chic 12 mudn choc téc cho Thanh nhi mau chét”.
Ba cang nghi cang han, cang nghi cang tic, 1ui lai phia sau khé néi v4i chong: “LAt
nita 6ng giét thiing 13i kia, d€ toi gi€t dita con gai”. Trin Chinh Pitc git dau.

Pén x& chiéu, bon ngudi dung 1&u nghi lai bén mdt ddi cat. Sau khi dn com
xong, ho quiy quin néi chuyén. Huong Huong cong chia 14y trong tdi cia minh ra
mot cAy nén bang md bo, thip 1én. Dudi dnh nén Song Ung thdy mdt ngudi hién
ngang nhu ngoc thu, mot ngudi ki€u diém nhu mai qué, hét siic xitng doi. Ho thim
than thd: “Ngudi nhu thé nay, sao lai c6 tim long tdi t&”?

Huong Huong cdng chia hdi Tran Gia Lac: “Huynh néi 1a ti ti khong gip nguy
hi€m hay sa0”?

That sy thi Trin Gia Lac lo ling vd clng, nhung mudn an di ning bén néi:
“Vo cong clia Thanh Pong rat gidi, lai thong minh hon ngudi, chi mot trin da giét
sach may van Thanh binh. Nhat dinh khong x4y ra chuyén gi dau”.

Huong Huong cong chia tin tudng chang tuyét d6i, nghe chang béo ti ti cla
minh vo sy lién khong nghi ngd gi nita, chi néi: “Nhung ti ti dang midc bénh. Sau
khi tim dudc, nhat dinh phdi khuyén ti ti vé doanh trai nghi ngoi”. Tran Gia Lac gt
dau khen phai.

Quan Minh Mai tin chic 1a hai ngudi nay dang tung hitng dién kich. Ba tifc
gian dén ndi mit may tring béch.

Chua thdy ai budn ngli, Huong Huong cong chiia bdng goi Tran Chinh Difc:
“Lao gia! Ching ta chdi mot tro dugc khong”?

Trin Chinh Pic ddo mit nhin vo. Quan Minh Mai tir tir gat ddu, td y ditng dé
ddi phuong nghi hodc. Tran Chinh Ptic bén néi: “Pugc! Choi tro gi day”?

Huong Huong cong chiia mim cudi véi Quan Minh Mai va Tran Gia Lac, cit
ti€ng héi: “Hai vi ciing choi nhé”? Hai ngudi git dau dong y.

Huong Huong cong chia thdo yén ngwa xudng, dit giita bon ngudi. Nang voc
cat dip cao 1én yén ngua, dung tay ép chiit lai, trén dong cdt d6 dit mot ciy nén
nhd. Nang thip cAy nén 1én rdi néi: “Mdi ngudi chiing ta ding con dao nhé nay dé
gat mOt manh cdt trong dong cat xuéng. Ngudi ndo gat cudi ciing 1am ngi cidy nén
thi phat ngudi d6 ca hat, k€ chuyén, hay mia ciing dudc. Tran ldo gia 1am trudc
di”. Rbi nang dua con dao nhd cho Tran Chinh Dic.

M4y chuc nim trdi Tran Chinh Pic chua tirng choi lai trd chdi tré nit nay, tay
cAm con dao nhd ma mit ngan ngd khong biét nghi gi. Quan Minh Mai dua khuyu
tay thiic chdng mot cdi, bdo: “Cat di”!
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Tran Chinh Piic khé cudi mot ti€ng, gat mdt mang cdt xudng rdi dua con dao
cho vg. Quan Minh Mai ciing gat mot miéng. Cit th€ luan phién, sau ba vong thi
dong cdt da bi€n thanh mdt ciy tru cét, ching to hon cdy nén bao nhiéu nita. Chi
can dung kh& mot cdi, cAy nén c6 thé rdi xudng bat cif lic nio.

Tran Gia Lac cAm ciy dao nhd, khéu mot 16 hong giita cdi tru cat nay. Huong
Huong cong chida cudi néi: “Huynh khon qua™! Rdi nang nhan 14y con dao, khéu
mot 16 hong & chd khac.

Bay gid cdi tru cdt bit dau lung lay. Lic Tran Chinh Ptc nhan 14y con dao,
tay ong run thy rd. Quan Minh Mai mim cudi, midng: “Thit ching ra gi c”!

Huong Huong cong chia lén ti€ng dong vién: “Lao gia ct khéu thit nhe,
khéu mot hat cét thdi ciing dudc”.

Trin Chinh Ptc theo 15i khéu mot ti, nhung dng hdi manh tay, cdi tru cdt dd
sup. CAy nén rdi xudng tit ngdm. Tran Chinh Ptc la 1én mot ti€ng: “Trdi 0i”!
Huong Huong cong chda vd tay cudi 16n, Quan Minh Mai va Tran Gia Lac déu
cdm thay thd vi.

Huong Huong cdng chia vira cudi vira néi: “Tran ldo gia! By gid ldo gia
mudn hit hay 12 muén mia”?

Khuon mit gia nua cia Tran Chinh Ptc von da d6 rdi, by gid mic cd dén
ndi dé gap d6i. Ong ra stc thodi thic. P6i vg chong nay da thanh than di lau,
nhung nhitng ldc khong cii nhau thi luyén vd nghiém chinh hodc phai cing nhau
ddi pho6 véi ké thl, chua bao gi choi duia vui vé thé nay.

Thiy chdng xAu hd, Quan Minh Mai cdm thdy vui vé trong 1ong, mim cudi
n6i: “Ong 16n tudi rdi, an hi€p tré nit nhw vay 13 khong dude dau”.

Tran Chinh Pic khong trén dugce, danh néi: “Thoi dudc, dé ta hat mot doan
Con N6 Bdn Ma Ky”. Rdi dng cit giong hat 1én. HAt t6i cau: “Vg chdng tré dua
choi nhu con tré; chang tréu gia nang ngdi d6 khéc nhe”..., 6ng khdong ngdt duwa
mit li€c qua ba vo.

Trong 1ong Quan Minh Mai dot nhién 4m 4p, nhé lai nhitng ngay thdng ngot
ngao hdi méi cudi nhau. N&u Vién Si Tiéu khdng dot nhién trd lai, chdc chin ho
s& vui vé hanh phic sudt ddi. Ba nghi lai mady nim nay minh d6i x& v6i chong
khong dudc dang hoang, 1im khi trdch midng gian dit vo ly, nhung chdong ddi véi
minh van thAm tinh nhu cii. C6 lic dng 4y ndi ghen cii co, nhung chuyén dé ciing
vi yéu minh ma ra.

Dot nhién ba cdm thdy minh bat cdng v6i chdong miy chuc nim trdi, trong
long 4y ndy, bén dua tay ra nim chit 14y tay chong. Tran Chinh Pic dugc vg td
tinh ma giat minh kinh hai, cdm thdy cdnh tugng trudc mit hdi nhoe, thi ra khée
méit da ran rua.

Quan Minh Mai thAy minh mdi biéu 16 chiit xfu tinh cAm ma chéng di cdm
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kich muon phin, dd thdy trude nay minh qud lanh lung. Ba lai mim cudi véi chong
1an nira.

Tran Gia Lac vd Huong Huong cong chida déu cdm nhian dugc tinh cdm nong
nhiét clia d6i vg chong gia, bén khé li€c nhau cudi mot cdi. Bon ngudi lai ti€p tuc
choi trd gat cat. Lan nay Trin Gia Lac bi thua, chang bén ké chuyén Ludng Son
B4 — Chiic Anh Pai.

Di nhién Thién Son Song Ung ciing bi€t cAu chuyén nady. Hai ngudi khong
hen ma cung nghi nhu nhau, Luong Son B4 va Chic Anh Pai ¢6 tinh ma khong
thanh duyén phin, ching bing vo chdng minh dudc song bén nhau dén ring long
diu bac. May chuc nim qua nhiéu khi cdi co, nhung d&n gia nghi lai thd'y tinh cdm
van la than thiét, cd hai bat gidc triu mén nhau.

Pay 1a 1An dau tién Huong Huong cong chia nghe k€ chuyén nay. Nang cudi
khiic khich ma néi: “Luong Son B4 khong bi€t Chiic Anh Pai 1a nit cdi nam trang,
that 12 ngdc nghéch”.

Tran Gia Lac chgt nghi: “Ta c6 ngdc nghéch khong? Chang 1& ta thit sy nhin
khong ra Ly Nguyén Chi 13 nif cdi nam trang hay sao”? Tuy nang gid trang rat
giong, nhung dién mao van kiéu diém, nhin k§ 12 bi€t ngay. Chi vi lic d6 chang
vira nhin chifc tong d chd, chi sg gdnh vac khong ndi, lai gip chuyén Vin Thdi
Lai bi bit, khong bi€t phai lam gi d€ citu ra. Chang ching con tim tri d€ ddy vao
chuyén tinh nam nt.

Nhirng nit nhan Tran Gia Lac quen biét chi 12 Tinh Hoa, Vii Thi, miy co ti€u
nha diu diu dang tuan phuc, bdo sao lam vdy. Con Hodc Thanh Pdng thi anh hiing
1Am liét, dep thi c6 dep nhung khé ma thin cin, ai gip cling chi mudn nhin tir xa,
khong dam t6i gin. Hinh nhu chinh ching ¢6 y tim 1y do d€ 1uii xa mot bén.

Khi thd'y dién mao Ly Nguyén Chi tudn ti, ning mii son phan, Tran Gia Lac
chi tudng d6 1a mot tén cong tlf chuyén di lira gat tinh cdm cda dan ba con gdi, thé
ma minh lai chiu ha phong. Chang thim so sdnh minh v&i ngudi khdc, bat gidc tic
gian rdi lai ganh ti, nén khong khéi ¢d y xem thudng ngudi ta, khong chiu xét k§
nguoi ta nén khong nhan ra chan tuéng.

Trong dém dong phong ctia Tir Thién Hodng & Thién Muc Son, Ly Nguyén
Chi t6i phd 16i, cling c6 ldc Tran Gia Lac nghi ring d6 13 nit dé t& cda Luc Phi
Thanh. Nhung trong v thiic chang lai khong mudn tin vio chuyén dé, vi sd rit
ngin bét khodng cdch gitta minh v6i Hodc Thanh Pong. Vé sau chang dem long
yéu thuong Huong Hudng cdng chia, nghi lai ding 12 phu bac tinh y clia Hodc
Thanh Pdng, khong khdi ndy 1ong hd then.

Tran Chinh Ptc lai thua mot 1an nita. Lio khong con bai nao d€ hat, Quan
Minh Mai bén néi: “P€ ta k€ chuyén thay cho 6ng”.

Huong Huong cong chia v tay dong tinh. Quan Minh Mai lién k€ ciu chuyén
Vuong Khoi phu bac Qué Anh.
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Pém da rit khuya, Huong Huong cong chia thdy hoi lanh, din dan twa vao
ngudi Quan Minh Mai. Ba thdy nang y&u dudi bén khé 6m vio 1ong, rdi diu dang
14y tay vudt lai mdi téc bi gié thdi rdi cho nang. Khi k€ cAu chuyén nay, Quan
Minh Mai dinh day cho hai ngudi mdt bai hoc trudc khi giét, @€ ho bi&t tdi ma chét
khong odn trach. Khi k€ dugc mot nira ba bdng cdm tha'y modt mui huong la, ¢ nhu
minh dang & trong mdt ddm ky hoa di thdo, bén ngiing k€ cii dau nhin Huong
Huong cong chda. Thi ra nang da ngt thi€p di trong 1ong ba roi.

Thién Son Song Ung khong c¢é con cdi. Poi vo chdng gia séng co6 doc trong
viing dai mac, 1am lic thdy tich mich khong sao chiu ndi. Hoic Thanh Pong thi
khong yé&u dudi chit nao, tinh khi clia ning cuong tric manh mé, thudng chi néi
chuyén véi Song Ung vé dé tai vo cdng hay trdn mac. Quan Minh Mai dot nhién
nghi: “Gid ti ching ta ¢6 moOt dda con géi xinh dep ddng yéu nhu thé nay thi tot
biét dudng ndo”.

Liic ndy ngon Iita da bi gi6 thdi tit, nhung 4nh sao md 4o vin di thdy Huong
Huong cong chia mim cudi trong gidc mong, tay phdi quang d6m 14y Quan Minh
Mai nhu mdt difa con gdi nhé 6m 14y me hién viy.

Tran Chinh Pitc 1én ti€ng: “Moi ngudi di nghi di”.

Quan Minh Mai néi nhé: “Dirng dn a0, kéo né thic gidc”. Rdi ba nhe nhang
dirng diy, b€ nang vao trong l1&u, 14y mdt tAim thdm didp 1én. Nang md hd néi mé
trong gidc ngd: “Ti ti! LAy it sita dé cho con nai con clia mudi di, dirng d€ né bi
doi”.

Quan Minh Mai hdi kinh ngac, khé bdo: “U, con ngli di”! Ba nhe chin 1ui ra,
nghi bung: “No6 rd rang 12 mot dita bé ngiy thd vd toi, tAm dia rat luong thién. Tai
sao n6 lai lam nhitng chuyén nhu th&”?

Ba lai thdy Tran Gia Lac dung mdt cdi 1éu khéc, cdch rat xa cdi 1éu cla
Huong Huong cong chia, bén ditng d6 14m nhadm gat diu. Tran Chinh Ptc budc t6i
n6i nhd: “Chiing khong & chung 1éu”.

Quan Minh Mai git diu. Trin Chinh Difc vira sd sd thanh ki€m vira néi: “Hin
van chua ngli. Chiing ta dgi hin ngd rdi méi ra tay, hay bay gid téi d6 néi rd toi
trang d€ hin dugc chét mot cich ro rang”?

Quan Minh Mai tri trir hdi lai: “Ong tinh sa0™?

Trong 1ong ctia Tran Chinh Pitc dang tran diy nhitng suy nghi ngot ngao,
hoan toan khong c6 y niém gi€t ngudi, bén néi: “Chiing ta ngdi diy mdt l1at. Pgi
hin ngd rdi méi gi€t, @€ hin 1am con qui hd dd ciing dugc”.

Tran Chinh Ptc nim tay vd, hai ngudi ngdi twa vao nhau trén bai cat khong
n6i mot 15i. Ching bao 1au Trin Gia Lac ciing vao 1éu ma ngd. Nira gid sau, Tran
Chinh Dic néi: “Pé€ ta qua d6 xem thit hin ngd chua™.

Quan Minh Mai git dau, nhung Tran Chinh Dic lai khong ding diy, u & trong
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miéng khong bi€t dang hdt bai gi. Quan Minh Mai hdi: “Ra tay dugc rdi chi”?

Tran Chinh Ptc ddp: “U, ra tay dugc rdi”. Nhung hai ngudi khong ai nhic
nhich, hién nhién déu khong quyét tAm ha thd.

C4 doi Thién Son Song Ung gi€t ngudi khong chép mit, nhan vat giang hd
mat mang dudi tay ho khong sao d€m xué. Th€ ma bay gis ho khong thé nao ra
tay ha sdt hai ngudi tré tudi dang say gidc diép.

Sao trdi tir tir di chuyén, khong khi mdi ldic mot lanh 180 hon. Hai vg chong
gia 6m 14y nhau, Quan Minh Mai vlii mit vao trong 1ong chong, Tran Chinh DPiic
nhe nhang dua tay vudt ve lung vo. Chiang bao 1au hai ngudi cling ngi say.

Sang hom sau Tran Gia Lac cting Huong Huong cong chiia thitc dy, thdy hai
vi 130 tién bdi da bd di khong khdi ngac nhién. Huong Huong cong chida bdng hdi:
“Huynh xem, d6 1a cai gi vay”?

Tran Gia Lac quay lai nhin, thdy dudi mit c4t bing phing cé vi€t tdim chit
16n: “Ngudi khdng stta doi thi ta 14y mang”. Chit ndo ciing vudng vin c& nim
thudc, chic chin vé bing miii ki€m. Tran Gia Lac chau may ngim nghi: “Minh
ngoan cd chuyén gi ma ho doi 14y mang cia minh”?

Huong Huong cdng chiia khong biét chit Han, lai hdi: “Ho vé& cdi gi vay”?

Tran Gia Lac khong mudn nang lo ling nén ddp: “Ho néi 1a cé viéc can di
trugc’.

Huong Huong cdng chia néi: “Hai vi st phu cua ti tf that 1a t6t bung”... Chua
noi ddt cau, dot nhi€n nang giat minh, kinh hai néi: “Huynh nghe”...

Tran Gia Lac ciing nghe thd'y xa xa vong d&€n nhitng ti€ng kéu rung ron, voi

,"

bdo: “Bay s6i dén rdi, chay nhanh 1én”!

Hai ngudi 1ap tic thu don I€u trai, nudc udng, rdi 1én ngya chay dién cudng,
chi sg minh chAm mot chiit 1a bay s6i kéo t6i noi. May ma ngua cla hai ngudi déu
12 thién ly ma, chdc 14t da bd xa bay s6i. By s6i dd nhin déi tir 1au, hé thdy ngudi
ngua 1 truy dudi t6i cing. Tuy khodng cdch d3 xa, khudt khéi tAm mat tir 1au,
nhung ching vin theo diu vét trén mit cit ma dudi mi€t khong tha.

Tran Gia Lac vd Huong Huong cong chia da chay nifa ngay, tudng minh da
tho4t hi€m. Nhung vira xudng ngua dé udng nudc, dinh ndi Ira ndu an thi ho lai
nghe ti€ng s6i tru cang lic cang gan. Hai ngudi lai nhdy 1én ngya phi dén t6i, dodn
minh di cdch xa bay s6i hon trim dim, m&i dim dung 1éu d€ nghi ngdi.

DPén gitta khuya, con ngua tring bdng cit ti€ng hi vang, goi Tran Gia Lac tinh
diy. Nghe ti€ng bay séi dang kéo dé&n, hai ngudi khong kip thu don 1€u trai nifa,
chi xdch luong kho va tdi nude 1€n ngua, ci thé khi chay khi dirng. Ho chay mot
vong 16n trong sa mac, rot cudc van khong thodt dugc bay séi truy dudi, ma minh
va ngya dd mét mdi dén kiét sic.

Cudi cuing con ngua hdng khong chiu ndi nita, nga lin ra chét. Hai ngudi cudi
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chung con ngua tring ma chay tron. Con ngua tring phdi chd ning hon, nén budc
di cham lai. P&n sdng ngay thit ba thi n6 khong sao bd xa bay séi dudc nita.

Tran Gia Lac biét, n€u con ngya tring khong phdi 1a thin ma thi da chét vi
mét méi réi. N6 di cd chay hai ngay hai dém lién ti€p, chi ni¥a ngay nita chic
chin s& ngd guc. Chang c6 di thém nira gid, thdy bén dudng c6 mdt lum ciy nhd
bén xuéng ngwa néi: “Ching ta tam dirng & day, cho ngua nghi chin mot 14t”.
Chang cuing Huong Huong cong chiia 14y cat ddp thanh mot cdi liiy thap, ki€m mot
it canh kho chat 1én xung quanh, sau d6 nhém Itra 1én. Lily cdt bi€n thanh mot birc
tudng lra, vay boc hai ngudi mot ngua & trong.

B6 tri xong xudi thi bay séi chay t6i ndi. Ching s¢ lta nén cit ditng xung
quanh ma tru, khdng dam tdi sit. Tran Gia Lac néi: “Pdi con ngua phuc hdi stic
luc, ching ta s€ x6ng ra ngoai”.

Huong Huong cdng chiia hdi: “Huynh nghi 12 c6 thé xdng ra hay khong™?

Tran Gia Lac khong nim chic, nhung mudn an 4i Huong Huong cong chia
bén néi: “Di nhién 1a ¢ thé”.

Huong Huong cdng chia thdy biy séi gdy d&€n da boc xuong, khdng biét da
phai nhin bao nhiéu ngay, bén néi: “Li s6i nay that ding thucong”.

Trin Gia Lac nghi: “C6 bé nay tir bi d€n mitc khong sao hi€u ndi. Minh sip
bi€n thanh thifc dn cho chiing, ma van thiy ching didng thuong. Khong hiéu minh
c6 dang thuong hay khong”?

BAy s6i vira tru vira sia, chi dgi vong Iira c6 chd trong 1a 1ap tic xdng vao.
Tran Gia Lac nhin doi md tring hdng clia nang, lai nhin nhitng ham ring vira tring
nhén vira nhon hoit clia bay s6i dang hd hdc bén ngoai vong lra, bat gidc trong
1ong chua x6t, dé roi may giot nudc mit trén mit cat.

Huong Huong cong chiia thd'y chang budn nhu vay, bi€t hy vong song sét clia
hai ngudi qua nhd nhoi, lién lai gin chang ma néi: “Chi cin du’dc 3 bén huynh la
mudi khong s¢ gi cd. C6 chét thi hai chiing ta vin sung suéng & trén Thién Qudc,
mai mai khong rdi nhau”.

Tran Gia Lac dm nang vao 1ong, nghi bung: “Minh lai khong tin 1a c¢6 Thién
Quoc. N&u ¢, chic chin nang s& I1én thién dudng, con minh thi xudng dia nguc”.
Chang nhin ddng dap tién nit ciia nang trong bd y phuc tring, bong hinh dung thay
cdnh nang twa vao lan can ma nghi d€n minh, tiing giot nudc mit rdi tf trén troi
xudng dit. Di nhién nudc mit cia nang phdi rit thom tho; nhd tring déa hoa nao
thi déa hoa 4y sé& tuci dep va thom ngit hon han binh thudng.

Thay trén khée miéng chang ¢6 nu cudi nhung thin sic lai bi thuong, Huong
Huong cong chia bat gidc thd dai. Dot nhién nang thAy mot canh khod vira chdy
hét, ngon Itta ha dan xudng, voi la 1én mdt ti€ng roi chay t6i d6 bd thém cii.

Lic d6 ba con s6i d6i da nhdy vao, Tran Gia Lac vdi ndm tay nang kéo lui
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lai. Con ngua tring phéng chian d4 ving mot con séi ra ngoai. Tran Gia Lac ddo
ngudi tim 14y c¢6 mot con s6i 16n, quat né vio mit con s6i xam hung dit nhat. Con
s6i xdm nhdy Ui trdnh né, rdi lai phdéng I&én. Hai con s6i khdc lai nhdy qua chd
khuyé&t vao trong vong Itra, Tran Gia Lac dung sitc quing con séi trong tay minh ra
dé. Ba con lin 16¢ thanh mot khdi, vira cin nhau loan xa vira chay ra ngoai.

Chang nhit 14y mot canh ciy dang chdy, quay lai con séi xdm. N6 h4 hoc
mom, chom c4 thAn minh ditng diy toan tdp vao yé&t hiu doi thii. Tran Gia Lac dua
tay tdi, nhét tron canh cdy dang chdy phirng phirng vao miéng con séi, sdu tdi hai
thuGc. Con s6i bi phdng tr gan rudét phdng ra, lap tiic phdng ra ngoai ma lan 1on
gita bay.

Tran Gia Lac bd thém clii vao chd khuyé&t. Chang thi'y canh cay kho chdy rat
mau tan, nhat dinh phai ra ngoai tim thém. May ma phia sau c6 mot lam cay, chi
cich chirng mudi may trugng. Tay trdi cAm ki€m thuin, tay phdi cAm chiu séch,
chang bao Huong Huong cong chda: “Huynh di nhit ci. Mudi 6 day, trong cho lra
chay déu”.

Huong Huong cong chida vang da rdi thém cii vao dong Ia. Nang bi€t ngon
Itta nay bdo vé cho cudc song clia hai ngudi. Lita ma tit di, hai cudc doi 1ap titc tit
theo.

Trin Gia Lac dung ki€m thuin ho than, chiu sdch m& dudng, thi tri€n khinh
cong chay vé phia lum ciy. Thiy trong vong Ira ¢6 ngudi nhdy ra, bay séi lién
phéng téi. Hai con di diu bi chdu sdch ddnh ngd ngay.

Chang chi nhap nho ba budc di d&n noi. Lum cAy ndy nhd qud, khong thé
tréo 1én dé trdnh s6i dugc. Chang dung tay trai huy dong ki€m thuin d5 gat, tay
phai voi va bé canh cidy. MAy chuc con séi déi vy quanh, hé thdy sd hd 1a phong
t6i, nhung cit d€n gin lai bi chin miii ki€m c6 méc sdng 1da trén thuin day 1ui.

Tran Gia Lac hdi dugc mot mé clii kho, dung chan hit cho gon lai, roi 1dy
chau sdch ma budc. Ngay lic d6, modt con séi 16n hung 4c thira co phéng t6i. Ki€m
thuin kip thdi vung 1én, con séi 1ap tifc mat mang. Nhung miii ki€m c6 mdc, nén
dinh vao ngudi n6 khong rit lai dudc ngay.

Li s6i thdy vdy, vira hd vang vira nhdy vao. Chang vdi dung hét sic giat
manh mot cdi, hdt xdc con s6i ving ra ngoai. Bdy s6i lip tiic nhdy chdm Ién xdc
dong loai, gianh gidt cin xé ma nhai ngdu nghi€n. Tran Gia Lac thira co nhit 18y
b6 cui kho, nhay trd vao trong vong Iia.

Thiy chang binh yén tr§ vé€, Huong Huong cong chda hoan hi chay t6i gieo
ngudi vao trong 1ong chang. Trin Gia Lac ciing tuoi cudi 6m 1dy nang, bd 6m cii
xudng dat. Vira ngang dau 1én, chang bt gidc gidt bin minh. Thi ra trong vong 1ta
da c6 thém mot ngudi nita.

NgudGi nay than hinh khoi vi, y phuc trén ngudi da bi s6i d6i xé rach tdi ta, tay
cam trudng ki€m, toan thin vy mdu, nhung sic mit vo cing trin tinh, lanh nhat
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nhin chang. D6 chinh 1a Hdéa Thi Phan Quan Truong Tri€u Trong.

Hai ké t thu d6i diu guong mit nhin nhau, chian chir chua néi gi. Huong
Huong cong chia lén ti€ng: “Ong 4y tir giita bay s6i thodt ra, thi'y & ddy c6 lira
nén chay tdi tri 4n. Huynh xem, 6ng 4y mét mdi dén nhu thé€ rdi”. Nang 14y tdi
nudc rét ra mot chén dua qua, Truong Triéu Trong cAm udng mdt hoi hét sach, dua
tay 40 lau qua mit, gat b6t mod hoi va mau.

Huong Huong cong chda kinh hii la 1én mot ti€ng, bAy gid mdi nhin ra day
chinh 1a tén vd quan tirng ddnh nhau vé6i Tran Gia Lac trong doanh trai cia Triéu
Tué, sau nay lai 4c chi€n véi Vin Thdi Lai trong hd c4t.

Tran Gia Lac che ki€m thuin trudc nguc, vira vung chdu sdch vira théa ma:
“Quén khon ki€p”! Anh mit Truong Triéu Trong dot nhién dai hin di, rdi hin nga
nglra ra sau.

Thi ra sau khi hin cttu Hdoa Nhi Pai, c4 hai rd nhau di truy bt Tran Gia Lac
va Huong Huong cong chia, rdi giita dudng gip phdi bdy s6i. Hda Nhi Pai da bi
xé xdc, con Trudng Tri€u Trong nhd vo cong tuyét cao ma giét dugc may chuc con
s6i dit, tam thdi thodt thAn. Hin phi lién mdt ngdy mot dém trong viing dai mac roi
con ngya lin ra chét. Hin danh nhin d6i nhin khat chay bd hon mot ngay nita, tir
xa nhin tha'y 4nh Ira bén van hét sitc tan chay tdi.

Truong Tri€éu Trong chi dwa vao ndi tifc ma chong cy, vira budng 16ng ngudi
12 khong van khi dudc nita, nén mdi ngd't xiu ngay tai d6. Huong Huong cong chia
dinh t&i cttu chita, nhung Trin Gia Lac kéo tay nang lai néi: “Tén nay nham hi€m
vO cluing, dirng dé hin lira”.

Hoi 1au thdy hin khong dong day gi, hai ngudi méi dim dén gin quan sit.
Huong Huong cong chda 14y mot it nuc lanh x8i vao tran hin, lai d6 cho mot it
sita d& vao miéng. Truong Triéu Trong hoi tinh, udng dudc nita chén sita dé rdi lai
ngu thi€p di.

Tran Gia Lac nghi: “Ma xui qui khi€n th&é nao ma tén gian tic ndy lot vao tay
ta. BAy gid ma gi€t hin thi dé nhu phii bui, nhung thira cd hdi thi khong phai hanh
vi clia bac dai trugng phu. Hon nita Kha Tu Lé ¢6 tdm long nhan hiu, thdy ta giét
mdt ngudi khdng con sitc chong cu thi chic chin khong dugc vui 1ong. Nhung néu
ta tha cho hin, khi hin khoi phuc dugc khi lyc thi minh lai khong phdi 1a d6i thi”.

Chang chua quyét dinh dudc chi ¥, bén quay lai nhin thi thAy Huong Huong
cong chida dang nhin Truong Triéu Trong bing 4nh mit x6t thuong. Tran Gia Lac
thdy thdi dd cia nang nhu th&, quyét dinh tha cho tén gian tic ndy mot lan nita.
Thit nhat 12 du gian nan nguy hi€m dén thé nao, ching quyét khong lam viéc gi
budn 1ong Kha Tu Lé. Thit hai 1a ba ngudi dang ciing hoan cidnh khé khiin, ma ho
Truong vd cong tuyét diéu, dgi han phuc hoi thi hai ngudi hdp stic ¢ thé ciu dude
Huong Huong cong chda ra; con chi duwa vao siic mdt minh chang thi tuyét doi
khong thé. Vi thé€ chang udng mot hép sita dé rdi nhim mit lai dudng than.
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Lat sau Truong Triéu Trong tinh diy. Huong Huong cong chia dwa cho hin
mot miéng thit dé khd, 14y vai budc lai chd vét thuong bi séi cin. Truong Triéu
Trong tha'y hai ngudi nay 14y dic bdo odn, khong khdi xau ho, cii dau im ling.

Tran Gia Lac lén ti€ng: “Truong huynh! Biy gi ching ta cing cdnh nguy
nan. Moi 4n odn truGc kia hdy tam gac sang bén, ldc nay phai giip d8 nhau mdi
dugc”.

Truong Triéu Trong ddp: “Khdng sai! N&u bay gid ba ngudi chiing ta giao dau
vdi nhau, nhat dinh sé& trd thAinh mi€ng mdi ngon cho 1ii s6i d6i nay”.

Hin dudc nghi ngoi hon mot gid, tinh than va khi luc da khoi phuc, Am thAm
tinh k€& thodt thAn. Hin thAim nghi: “Hoang thién phu hd, hai dita nay da lot vao tay
ta. N&€u ca ba déu bi séi #n thit thi khong c6 gi phai tinh nita. Néu thodt dugc nguy,
ta phdi bat ngd ra tay trudc, ch€ ngu tén cong tf ho Tran roi s& bit cd gdi nay di.
Vay 1a nim chic dugc cong danh phd qui may chuc nim sau”.

Trin Gia Lac lai nghi: “Tinh hinh ci cing thing mii th€ nay, 1am sao gidi
quyét dugc day”? Chang thdy bén ngoai vong lira c6 rat nhi€u phan séi, nhd lai
Hodc Thanh Pdng di dot lang yén d€ truyén tin, bén diing chau sdch gom 14y mot
md phan séi xung quanh, don dong rdi dot 1én. Mot ludng khéi dic xdng thang 1én
troi.

Truong Triéu Trong lic dau néi: “Cho dii ¢6 ngudi nhin thiy, ho cling khong
ddm dén cudi dau. Trir khi dai quan kéo tdi thi méi dudi dude cd ngan cd van con
s6i dit nay”.

Tran Gia Lac ciing bi€t bién phdp nay chua chic da c6 ich, chi hy vong mot
phin van ma thoi.

Trdi toi dan. Ba ngudi & trong vong Ifa thay phién nhau, ké nghi ngdi, ngudi
lo chAm thém cdi. Trin Gia Lac khé& bdo Huong Huong cong chiia: “Ngudi ndy té
hai vo cuing. Khi huynh ngii, nhi't dinh muoi phai luu y dé phong”.

Huong Huong cong chiia gt dau vang da. Tran Gia Lac don mdt mé canh ciy
dit gitta minh va Truong Triéu Trong, dé phong hin 4m todn khi chang ngi; lic d6
Huong Huong cong chia s& khong thé nio chong cu.

Pé&n nita dém dot nhién 1i séi tru vang 1én, nghe di€c ca tai. Ba ngudi kinh
hii bat day, thd'y may ngan con séi cling ngdi dudi dat ngang 1én nhin tring & dinh
dau, dong thanh tru 1én nghe dung ci téc gdy. Tru dudc may hdi, 1ii s6i dot nhién
ngirng lai. Py 14 tAp tinh truyén ddi cd van nim cla gidng sai lang. Mai dén sau
nay dudc thuan dudng thanh ché nudi trong nha, chiing vin thudng sda tring vao
ban dém nhu vay.

Sdng hom sau, ba ngudi thdy bay s6i vin ludn quin quanh vong Iira, ching c6
vé gi mu6n bd di. Tran Gia Lac néi: “Chi bi€t hy vong c6 lac da hay loai thd hoang
gi di ngang qua. C6 thé thi bAy dc qui nay mdi chiu rdi khéi day”.
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Bdng nghe ti€ng séi tru & xa xa, rdi cang lic cang gan. Truong Triéu Trong
chau may néi: “Lii qui lai ddong thém 16i”!

Gitra gi6 thoi cat bay mi mit, bdng thdy ba ky si dang gip rit phi tdi gan, may
trim con s6i dudi sdt theo sau. Mot 14t sau, may ngudi cudi ngya phat hién bay séi
d6i & day con dong hon nhiéu, mudn vong di trdnh né. Nhung bay sé6i & diy da kéo
sang, thanh th& bao viy ba con ngua vao giita. Ba ky si phdi huy dong vii khi, c6
hét sitc chong da.

'77'

Huong Huong cong chia kéu 1€n: “Mau mau d6n ho vao day di”’!
Tran Gia Lac bdo Truong Triéu Trong: “Chiing ta di citu ngudi”!

Hai ngudi 1ap tiic cAm binh khi chay thing vé phia ba con ngua kia. Chi chdc
14t 12 ho m& dudc modt con dudng mau, din ba con ngua vao trong vong I¥a. Trén
lung ngua con ¢6 mdt ngudi bi tréi gidt cdnh khuyu nim yén, thin thé mém oit,
khong bi€t con song hay da chét, mic y phuc ki€u thi€u nit ngudi Hoi.

Ba ky si nhdy xudng ngwa, dd c6 nuong ngudi Ho6i d6 xudng. Huong Huong
cong chia 1ap tifc kinh hai kéu 1&n: “Ti ti”, rdi voi va chay tdi 6m 14y co gdi 4y.
Tran Gia Lac ciing phai gidt minh. Huong Huong cong chda dd cd gdi 4y ddy, nhin
rd dung nhan 4m dam, hai mit nhim nghién, ding 12 Thiy Vii Hoang Sam Hodc
Thanh Pong.

Thi ra Hodc Thanh Pdng mang bénh ma dudi theo su phu su cong, ching bao
lau gip phdi Quan Pong tam ma. Nang khong con stic d€ chdng trd, danh rit ki€m
toan ty t&. Nhung C6 Kim Tiéu nhanh tay giat dugc trudng ki€m, rdi bit song
nang.

Quan Pong tam ma bit dugc ké thl, vo cing mirng rd. Kha Hgp Pai thi mudn
lap tic gi€t chét d€ trd thi cho ba huynh dé két nghia. C6 Kim Tiéu con doc dia
hon, mudn dem t6i md ba ngudi kia ma t&€ song. Bac huynh trudng di to y nhu vy,
Kha Hgp Bai khong c6 cdch nao cai dudc.

Thé 1a ching ciing giuc ngua di vé huéng dong. Pugc ba ngay thi Hoic Thanh
Péng c¢6 ¥ din di lac dudng, rdi mit phuong hudng gitta sa mac. Hom dé ching
thdy xa xa c6 mot ludng khéi den bay 1én, nghi 13 c¢6 nha clra nén 1ap tic chay tdi.
Nao ngd dé 12 lang yén ma Tran Gia Lac dot dé cau ciu.

C6 Kim Tiéu tha'y Tran Gia Lac nh3y t&i chd con ngua, 1ap tic vung Diép hd
xoa lén lodng xoang, quat 1én: “Ngudi dinh lam gi”?

Hoic Thanh Pdng bénh chua khdi, thian thé con rat y&u. Khi thi'y bdy séi rugt
theo, nang ngat xiu trén lung ngua. BAy gid tr tf tinh ddy, dot nhién nhin thiy
Tran Gia Lac cing mudi mudi & mdt noi, trong 1ong nang bdng diy 1én cdm gidc
kho ta, khong bi€t 1a thuong tim hay vui mirng.

Huong Huong cdng chiia vira khéc vira goi Tran Gia Lac: “Huynh bdo ho th3
ti ti ra di”.
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Tran Gia Lac ddp: “Mudi cif yén tdim”. Rdi chang quay lai hdi C6 Kim Tiéu:
“Cdc vi la cao nhian phuong ndo, sao lai lam kho bing hitu ctia ta”?

T4t Nha't Loi bude 1én hai budc cidn truéc mit Co Kim Tiéu, lanh lung nhin ba
ngudi doi dién ma néi: “Trudc tién xin cdm ta hai vi ra tay citu vién. Xin thinh gido
cao danh quy tanh”.

Tran Gia Lac chua kip trd 15i, Truong Triéu Trong dd néi: “Ngudi nay 1a Tran
tong da chi cia Hong Hoa Hoi”.

Tam ma déu kinh hai mot phen. Tat Nhat Loi lai héi: “Xin thinh gido cao
danh cdc ha”?

Trudng Tri€u Trong dap: “Ta ho Trudng, thdo ty 1a Tri€éu Trong”.

Tat Nha't Loi “Ui cha” mot ti€ng rdi néi: “Thi ra 1a Héa Thi Phan Quan. Thio
nao vo cong clia hai vi cao cudng dén thé”. Hin ciing ty gidi thiéu ho tén ba ngudi
bén minh.

Tran Gia Lac budn rdu nghi bung: “Bi séi bao vay con chua biét thodt dugc
hay khong, lai gdp thém bdn ddi thu khé chdi nay. BAy gid phdi tim cdch bit
ching thd Thanh Pdng trudc, rdi sé tinh ti€p”. Chang bén ndi: “An citu cia chiing
ta tam thdi gdc lai, khoan hay néi. Bdy s6i d6i dang vdy quanh day, cdc vi c6 cich
nao thoat hi€m hay khong”?

Cau hoi nay lam tam ma nhin nhau ngo ngac, khong sao tra 15i dugc. Kha
Hop Pai lén ti€ng: “Xin thinh gido Tran duong gia”.

Tran Gia Lac néi: “Chiing ta hdp sitc chdng choi v6i bay séi thi con mot tia hy
vong. N&u tan sdt 1an nhau, chi trong chdp nhodng la tit cd moi ngudi chui vao
bung s61”.

Hai ngudi Tat va Kha khé gat dau, chi c6 C6 Kim Tiéu trgn mit ra vé dit din
khong dap. Tran Gia Lac néi: “Vay thi xin C6 130 huynh lap tc thd bing hitu clia
ta ra, rdi moi ngudi cling ban k& hoach diy lui bon s6i”.

Co6 Kim Tiéu gin giong: “Ta khong thd. Nguoi lam gi dudc nao”?

Tran Gia Lac ddp: “Né&u thé thi trong bdy ngudi ching ta, ngudi diu tién bi
sO1 an thit chinh 1a cac ha”.

C6 Kim Tiéu rung cAy hd xoa, hét 1én: “Ta lai mudn bit ngudi cho séi in
truGe”.

Trin Gia Lac néi: “Bing hitu clia ta, cdc ha khong thé khong thd. Gid ti chiing
ta khong dong thu thi moi ngudi cling chwa chic da song s6t. Nhung néu cdc ha
xud't thii, bat k€ ai thing ai bai thi k€t cudc van 12 moi ngudi ciing chét. Xin Co
bing hitu suy nghi cho k§”.

T4t Nha't Loi nhe nhang 1én ti€ng: “Lio Nhi tha ¢ 4y ra di”.

C6 Kim Tiéu bit dugc Hodc Thanh Pdng ching dé dang gi. M§ nit nhu hoa
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nhu ngoc di lot vao tay, n€u phdi tha ra thi con dau hon mat mang. Hin c 1ic dau
quay quay.

TAt Nhat Loi thim tinh todn: “Ba ngudi bén ta ddu vdi ba ngudi bon chiing,
thé thi nhan s& tuong ddng. Nhung nghe néi ki€m thuat quyén thuit cia Héa Thd
Ph4n Quan cuc k¥ 1gi hai, 12 nhan vat s6 mot s6 hai trong vo 1am. Vira réi xem hai
ngudi ndy gi€t so6i, than thi that sy tuyét voi. Co gdi xinh dep kia cung di véi ho,
chua chidc vo cong da y&u. Bdy gid ma thit sy giao diu, e ring ching ta khong
phdi 1a d6i tha”.

Hin nghi vy khong khdi ndn 10ng, bén ndi nhd nhe: “Lio Nhi, nguoi thd hay
khong thi ty minh quyét dinh. Néu x4y ra chuyén thi ta khong cé cich gildp nguoi
dau”.

C6 Kim Tiéu them kh4t Hodc Thanh Pong t6i mifc chdp mé khdng chiu ngo,
nhung da tirng nghe danh cta Truong Triéu Trong nén quyét dinh khiéu chién vdi
Trin Gia Lac trong ¢6 vé vin nha thu sinh. Hin bén hiing hé néi: “N&u ngudi
thing dudc cAdy hd xoa ndy, ta s& giao co gdi lai cho nguoi. Néu ding 13 anh hiing
hdo hén thi hai ngudi chiing ta don d4 ddc dau, quy€t mot phen thing bai”.

That sy Tran Gia Lac khong mudn tan sat 1an nhau gifta bay séi nay, suy nghi
chua trd 16i ngay. Truong Tri€éu Trong bong Ién ti€ng: “Cdc ha ci yén tim. Ta
khong gitip bén nio 1a xong”. Cau ndy twa nhu néi véi Tran Gia Lac, nhung that ra
12 n6i cho C6 Kim Tiéu bi€t khong can phai lo ling, cit viéc khiéu chié€n di.

C6 Kim Tiéu cd mirng, lai ho 1én: “Néu ngudi nhdt gan s¢ chét thi dirng
nhiing tay vao chuyén clia ngudi khdc nita. Néu c6 gan thi thit stfc vdi ta mot phen,
quyén cuSc hay binh khi gi cling dugc. Ba ngudi huynh dé két nghia clia ta da chét
du6i tay Hong Hoa Hoi, ching 1& thit nay khong bdo™?

Cau cudi cung 1a néi cho hai ngudi TAt va Kha nghe, ham y: “Ta ddnh nhau vi
viéc chung chif khong phdi vi ham mudn riéng tu. Cdc ngudi khong thé khoanh tay
ding nhin dugc”.

Tran Gia Lac nhin hai c¢6 gdi. Thdy Hoidc Thanh Pong ra vé odn hin gian di,
con Huong Huong cong chia thi lo 1dng vo cuing, chang nghié€n ring ty nha: “Ca
hai c¢d ndy déu c6 tinh nghia vdi ta. Hom nay ta phdi vi ho ma chét d€ bdo ddp an
tinh, cling 12 d€ khdi 1am ton thuong tinh ti mudi giita ho”. Chang bén khing khai
1én ti€ng: “C6 nudng nay la hdo bing hitu ciia ta. Chét thi chét, ta cling phai bit
nguoi thd co Ay ra”.

Mit clia Hodc Thanh Pdng dé hin 1én, trong 1ong nghi: “Huynh Ay khong
phai hoan toan vo tinh v6 nghia véi minh dau”.

299

Co6 Kim Tiéu n6i: “Ta ciing th&! Chét thi chét, quyé&t khong chiu tha

Truong Triéu Trong mim cudi néi: “Hay 1im! Thé thi hai vi quyé&t ddu mot
trin sinh tf cho ta xem”. Nghe giong diéu nay, tam ma déu biét hin mudn Tran

Mai Hoa Trang 597 whiyprdt ban
Nhat Chi Mai théng 8 néim 2004 viellziem.com




o~ 5 3 = :Z)an/t st yudt cao db on ld CJLC/l il
* A A8 3 I’Lguyen C : gLa
@hu ﬁwm (Att Ciru %ﬂl}t juy;/jin’(éi hao kigt ~ Kim Dung  Doéng Hai

Gia Lac gip phai tai hoa.

Tran Gia Lac néi: “Né&u hai ching ta giao dau, du ngudi gi€t ta hay ta giét
ngudi déu ching c6 ich gi. By gid, hai chiing ta cting x0ng ra ngoai dé giét séi, ai
giét dudc nhiéu hon 13 thing”.

Theo y chang thi it ra cling gidm bét phan ndo sy nguy hiém cda bay séi,
khong dén ndi tiéu hao lyc lugng mot cach vo ich. Kha Hop DPai lap tic tdn thanh,
vd tay khen nggi. Truong Triéu Trong néi: “Vay néu Tran duong gia thing, C6 lao
huynh phdi giao trd c¢6 nuong nay. N&u C6 1o huynh gi€t séi nhiéu hon, di nhién
Tran duong gia khong dugc di nghi gi thém”.

Tran Gia Lac vd C6 Kim Tiéu trgn mit gian dit nhin nhau, déu khong néi gi.
Vu gi€t s6i nay ching ai nim chic phan thing, nhung ciing ching ai chiu d€ Hodc
Thanh Dong lot vao tay ciia doi phuong. Tran Gia Lac nghi: “Tén nay st dung ciy
Diép hd xoa nhat dinh gidi nghé sin bin, thii doan giét s6i chic phai cao cudng”.

Co6 Kim Tiéu lai nghi: “Thing 16i dua ra chuyén thi gi€t ch6 s6i, nhat dinh 12
nim chic phin thing. Ta khong thé bi hidn lira gat”. Hin bén néi: “Ta chi mudn
quyét ddu sinh tif vdi ngudi, mot sdng hai chét. Con nhitng trdo dlia nhe nhang ki€u
dan ba con gdi thi ta khong hing”.

b6t nhién Truong Triéu Trong néi: “Ta mdi dudc gip ba vi 1an dau, nhung
trudc nay van rdt ngudng mo. Con ta v6i Tran duong gia thi qua kht ¢ diéu xich
mich, nhung bay gid cling ching nhic lai 1am chi. Vi thé ta khong gitip d& bén nao.
Bay gid ta c6 mot y, c¢6 thé phan dudc thing bai ma hai bén khong tdn thuong hoa
khi. Cac vi xem thit ¢6 dugc hay khong”?

TAt Nhat Loi nghe hin néi da tirng xich mich véi Tran Gia Lac, trong long
hoan hi bén néi: “Truong dai nhAn mau néi di! Héa Thd Phdn Quan oai chan vo
1am, y ki€n chic phai cao minh tuyét dinh”.

Truong Tri€u Trong mim cudi dap: “Khong dam! Chiing ta dang bi bao vay
gitta bay s6i d6i, tan sit 1an nhau 12 chuyén khong nén. Tran duong gia thdy c6
phai khong”?

Tran Gia Lac git diu. Truong Triéu Trong ti€p: “Né&u thi giét séi thi C6 ldo
huynh lai cdm thdy qud nhe nhang, khong ddng mit anh hung hdo hian. By gid ta
c6 cdch nay. Hai vi tay khong nhdy vao bay s6i, ngudi nao nhat gan chay vé trudc
la thua”.

Moi ngudi nghe thdy déu ruing minh thAm nghi: “Tén nay that vo cling hiém
doc. Tay khong di vao trong by séi, lam gi ¢6 ai song sét trd vé™?

Truong Triéu Trong lai ti€p: “N&u mdt vi khong may bi séi dn thit, ngudi nao
song sot tr§ vao trong vong lira di nhién dudc coi 1a thing”.

Tran Gia Lac chau may hdi: “N€&u ca hai ngudi chiing ta déu chét thi sao”?

Kha Hop Pai 1én ti€ng: “Ta kinh trong huynh 12 hdo hdn, chuyén d6 ta sé lo
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liéu gittm huynh. Tha ¢6 nuong nay ra la xong chi gi”?

Tran Gia Lac néi: “Ta rat tin tudng 13i néi cia Kha huynh. Nhung cdc vi cling
khong dugc ha hi€p cd nuong nay”. Chang dwa tay chi Huong Huong cong chia.

Kha Hop Pai néi: “C6 hoang thién chitng gidm, ta hita 1am theo 15i clia Tran
duong gia. N&u 1am trdi vdi luong tAm thi ta 12 ngudi dau tién bi ché séi dn thit”.

Tran Gia Lac chip tay néi: “Hay 1dm! Xin da ta truéc”.

Chang da tinh todn xong, dirng néi 1a c6 bay séi bao vay, dit khong c6 con séi
ndo ma minh phdi don thuong doc ma dau véi bon ké cudng dich nay, chic chin
phdi ch&t chit khong sao song dudc. Vi th€ chang da quyét tAm hy sinh tinh mang,
bat luan th& nao ciling phdi quay vao vong lira chAm hon C6 Kim Tiéu, citu dugc ti
mudi Hodc Thanh Pdng 1a did toai nguyén rdi. Con dai nghiép quang phuc nha
Han, danh phai nhd cdc huynh dé trong Hong Hoa Hi ma thoi.

Tran Gia Lac lién ném ki€m thudn va chau sdch clia minh xudng dit, vay tay
goi C& Kim Tiéu: “Cd bing hitu, di thoi”!

C6 Kim Tiéu vin nim cay Piép ho xoa, trl trlir chua quyét. Tuy hin von hung
hin liéu mang, nhung tay khong xdng vao bay séi thi that sy khong ddm. Trudng
Triéu Trong chi s¢ vu thdch do nay khong thanh, bén khich b4c: “Sao r6i? C6 bing
hitu sg roi phdi khong? Chuyén nay qua 13 nguy hi€m”.

C6 Kim Tiéu vAn im ling suy nghi. Huong Huong cong chiia khong hiéu ho
néi gi, nhung ciing thi’y than sic moi ngudi lo 1ing khan truong. Con Hodc Thanh
DPdng nghe Tran Gia Lac cam tAm liéu chét vi minh, trong 10ng vd cling cAm kich.
Nang kéu 1én: “Huynh dirng di! Muoi tha chét con hon bit huynh phdi chiu tdn
thuong”.

Nang it khi d€ 16 chan tinh, nhung lic nay trudc canh sinh ly ti biét lai khong
nén ndi. Bong nghe “Chodng” mot ti€ng, cAy Piép hd xoa da bi quing xudng dat.

Thi ra C& Kim Tiéu thd'y nang da tinh v6i Tran Gia Lac, 1ap tic Iira ghen ghét
bdc 1én. Tinh khi ngdng cudng tin bao clia hin ma da noi ddy thi trdi dat gi ciing
khong so. Hin ném vii khi, qudt 1én: “Ta tha bi ché séi cin dift mit nia cdi dau
chit nhat dinh khong vé trudc thing 16i nay. Pi thoi”!

Tran Gia Lac quay lai Hoidc Thanh Pdng va Huong Huong cdng chia mim
cudi mot cdi, sdnh vai v6i C6 Kim Tiéu ma di. Hoic Thanh Pong hodng s¢ mudn
ngat di, la 16n: “Pirng! Pirng di”! Huong Huong cong chiia mé to ddi mit vira den
vira sang, hoang mang khong hi€u chuyén gi.

Hai ngudi dang dinh nhdy ra ngoai vong Itra, TAt Nhit Loi dot nhién ho 1én:
“Khoan da”!

Hai ngudi dirng chan quay lai nhin, TAt Nh4t Loi bén néi: “Tran duong gia!
Trén ngudi huynh con deo mot thanh dodn ki€m”.

Tran Gia Lac mim cudi néi: “Xin 16i! Ta quén mat”. Chang 1ap tic thio dodn
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ki€m ra, dit tru6c mic Hodc Thanh Pong rdi néi: “Mudi dirng dau 1ong, nhin thay
cay ki€m nay ciing nhu nhin tha'y huynh”.

Hodc Thanh Pong nudc miat dim dia, c6 hong nghen ngao khong néi dugc gi.
Ping lic d6, mot y nghi dot nhién 16e 1&én trong dau nang nhanh nhu tia chép.
Nang khé bdo: “Huynh cii xudng day”.

Tran Gia Lac cii xuéng ling nghe. Hodc Thanh Pdng thi thao rit nhd: “Nhé

”’

dem moi Ia”!

Tran Gia Lac ngdn ra mot chiit rdi hi€u ngay, quay lai bdo Truong Triéu
Trong: “Truong huynh! Vira roi ta quén mat cdi bd thanh dodn ki€m. Nhd Trudng
huynh xem thit ching ta con quén gi nita khong”.

Truong Triéu Trong luc sodt hai ngudi mot hdi rdi néi: “C6 1o huynh! Phién
huynh d€ lai 4m khi trong nay”.

Co6 Kim Tiéu gian dir 14y trong ngudi ra mudi miy ngon ti€u xoa, ném manh
xudng dat. Hin 14y bim téc quin quanh dau mot vong, than sic thay d6i hian, mit
dd nhu mau sip phun ra. Pot nhién hin chay dén tru6c mit Hoic Thanh Pdng,
vong tay dm 14y nang, cii xuéng dinh hon vao mit, nhung bdng bi tim 14y lung rdi
nhic bong 1én quit xudng dat.

C6 Kim Tiéu van thudng luyén vd véi miy huynh dé két nghia, bi€t ngay
chiéu nay la cia Kha Hgp Pai cht khong con ai khac. Qua nhién da nghe ho Kha
hét1én: “Lao Nhi! Ngudi c6 bi€t xaAu hd hay khong”?

C6 Kim Tiéu bi quit cho mdt ci, didu 6c di tinh tdo hon. Hin quét 1én mot
ti€ng rdi nhdy vao gitta bay s6i. Tran Gia Lac nhiin chan xudng dAt thi trién khinh
cong, nhdy ra ngoai cing mdt lic. Bdy séi dang chay vong vong bén ngoai bifc
thanh ltra ma gao thét, thdy ngudi chay ra ngoai lién phéng tdi ngay.

C6 Kim Tiéu bi€t minh chua tirng nguy hiém dén thé nay, kéo dai dugc phiit
nao 12 may phit 4y. Thay hai con séi dif tir hai bén trdi phdi dong thdi phéng téi,
hin ddo ngudi né mot con, tay trai vung ra nim 14y c6 con kia, tay phdi tim dudc
dudi n6 xdch bdng 1én.

Trong vd hoc ¢c6 mot cong phu goi 1a ding thodi, dung gh€ dai lam vo khi.
Nghe néi xua kia c6 mot vi tién bdi vd 1Am dang nim nghi dudi gian hoa trong mot
dém he, thi bi dich thd bit ngd tin cong. Lic d6 bdn phuong tdim hudng déu la
cudng dich tay cAm vii khi, con dng chi hai ban tay tring, bén tién tay nim 14y cdi
gh& dai chong dd, danh cho dich thi cip dudi ma chay. Tir d6 cdng phu ding thodi
truyén mai vé sau, trong vd 1am ciing nhiéu ngudi luyén d€ phong than, 18 khi tay
khong gip dich. Ghé dai thi chd nao ciing ¢6, hoc dugc mon nay thi bat ¢ nai dau
cling c6 sdn binh khi cho minh.

C6 Kim Tiéu tim 14y con s6i, ndy ra sdng ki€n coi né6 nhu mot cdi ghé& dai, thi
tri€n nhitng chiéu thitc ding thodi ma quét ngang, quit thing. Than thé con s6i dai

Mal Hoa Trang 600 n/ta Xuaf éan
Nhat Chi Mai théng 8 néim 2004 viellziem.com




o~ 5 3 = :Z)an/t st yudt cao db on ld CJLC/l il
* A A8 3 I’Lguyen C : gLa
@hu ﬁwm (Att Ciru %ﬂl}t juy;/jin’(éi hao kigt ~ Kim Dung  Doéng Hai

khodng bing cdi gh€, cling ¢ bon chan. Hin vii 10ng phdt sinh ti€ng gié vu vi,
nhat thdi bay s6i khong sao ti€n sit vio ngudi dudc.

Tran Gia Lac thi sit dung than phdp B4t Qudi Du Than Chudng ma chay loan
xa khong dirng gifta bay s6i, vira ré sang dong lai ngoit sang tiy. Pdy von 1a tuyét
k§ ctia Oai Chan Ha Séc Vuong Duy Duong, trén Su Tt Phong § Hang Chau da
tirng ddnh cho Trudng Tri€u Trong hét dudng chong dd. Khi thi vo v6i Chu Trong
Anh & Thi€t PAm Trang, Tran Gia Lac da tirng thi trién cong phu nay.

V& pho chuéng phdp nay thi di nhién Tran Gia Lac khong thé sianh kip Vuong
Duy Duong, nhung buéc chin clia chang ciling rat nhe, thin phép ciling bién 40 vo
cung. Lic dau bay s6i khong thé dudi kip chang, nhung bon s6i d6i dan dan Ao tdi,
chen dic bon phia d€n mic nudc ciing khdng chdy qua ndi, 1am sao ma c6 khoing
trong cho chang chay qua chay lai nita?

Tran Gia Lac biét Bat Qudi Du Than Chudng khong dung dugc, bén thd tay
vao boc 14y moi Ira ra. Chang phat ngugc hudng gié mot cdi cho moi Iira chdy
siang 1én, rdi cAm xoay nhitng vong tron. Anh Itfa rdt y€u 6t, nhung bay séi ciing
1ap titc hodng sd 1ui lai. Chiing vAin nhe nanh mia vuot d€ chd co hoi, nhung ching
con nao dim phéng 1én, chi vdy quanh gao thét, trong c6 hong phat ra nhitng ti€ng
uu.

Thay Tran Gia Lac dot nhién xdng vao bay sé6i, Huong Huong cong chiia
khong hi€u gi ci. Nang chay d&n hdi Hoic Thanh Pdng: “Ti ti! Huynh 4y lam gi
vay”’?

Hodc Thanh Pong vira khéc vira dap: “Huynh 4y liéu chét dé€ ctu ti mudi
ching ta”.

Huong Huong cong chiia khé riing minh mot cdi, nhung lap tdc binh than cudi
néi: “Huynh 4y chét thi mudi khong song nita dau”.

Nang n6i hét sitc ty nhién, gidng nhu day 12 mot chuyén thién kinh dia nghia,
khong ra vé kich dong ma ciing khong cin suy nghi. Pl thdy tinh cdm clia nang
danh cho Tran Gia Lac sdu ning d&€n thé ndo, cé thé néi 1a da hoa vao mdu thit, 1a
mdt phian cda tAm linh.

Nhin thdy hai ngudi Tran va C8 trong chdc 14t d bi bay séi bao vay, Truong
Triéu Trong Am thAm mirng r&. Khi thdy Tran Gia Lac 14y mdi lta ra, bay séi
hodng s¢ 1ui lai phia sau, hdn bat gidc ngdn ra, nhung lai nghi: “MJdi Itra thi chdy
dudc bao 1au, ching qua kéo dai thdi gian mot chit ma thoi”.

TAt Nhat Loi va Kha Hop Pai lo ling nhin C6 Kim Tiéu. Thay hin thi trién
v0 cdng cuong manh, mia tit con s6i d&€n ndi gié mua khong thé tat vao, cd hai
déu hoan hi.

Liic nay ho C6 xudt chiéu Lang Han Thuyén Mon, hai tay cAm con s6i 16n d6
hit manh ra ngoai, cdn dudng mot con s6i khic dang phéng t6i trudc mit. Ca hai
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con s6i déu lo cho tinh mang ctia minh, hd4 miéng dép ngay. Mot con bi cin d&n v&
xuong gd md, con kia thi mot voi mau phun ra tif ¢6 hong. Bay séi ngti thd'y mui
mdu lai cang chay 20 a0 t6i, phong 1én ma dép. Con ndy mot mi€ng, con kia mot
miéng, con s6i to 16n trong tay C6 Kim Tiéu bi xé nhd dan.

Cubi clng, tay trdi cda hin chi con nim mdt cdi dau séi, tay phdi cam cdi
dudi dinh mot bén mong séi, tinh thé trd nén vo cuing nguy hi€m. Hin quing hét
di, toan bit mot con séi khdc 1am vo khi, nhung né quay lai d6p that nhanh. Co
Kim Tiéu n€u khong mau le rit tay v€ thi tay trdi da bi cin giy roi. Ngay lic dé,
bén phai lai c6 hai con s6i nita phong tGi.

Kha Hop Pai thdo sgi nhuyén tién quin quanh hong ra, la 1én: “Lio DPai! D€
tadicituy”.

TAt Nhat Loi chua kip trd 181, Hodc Thanh Pong d3 lanh nhat hdi: “Hao kiét &
Quan Pong c6 thé dién hay khong”?

Kha Hgp Dai lap tiic ngdn ra, lai nhin hai ngudi trong by séi. Tinh hinh bay
gi da khdc han.

Tran Gia Lac thdy moi Iira cia minh sip stta chdy hét, vira co gid chay vé
phia lom cAy vira xé vat 40 trudc ra ma dot. Vi thé chang chAm di mot chit, hai
con s6i dit dd phéng dén trudc mit. Chang chay vao gilta hai con, bé dugc mot
canh cdy, van kinh xoay tay dinh ngudc lai. Con séi chay tru§c tring don, v3 so
ma chét. By s6i lap tifc x6 vio dé chia nhau cdi xdc dong loai.

Tran Gia Lac rdnh tay dugc mot chiit, lién diing chan hat mot md 14 kho lai,
chiAm Itra vio, réi nhit mot canh cdy khd ma dot 1én, cAm dudi bay s6i dat ra. Vira
c6 khodng trong, chang lién bé ti€p miy canh ciy nita don vao cho ngon Ira 16n
hon, trong chdc 14t da tao dudc mdt vong Iira nhd quanh minh, giit chan bay séi déi
4§ ngoai.

Hodc Thanh Pong va Huong Huong cong chia thdy ching thodt hiém déu
hoan hi vo cting. Con bén kia, C& Kim Tiéu khé ma chong ndi nita. Hin mudn bit
chudc bién phéap clia Trin Gia Lac nhung trong minh lai khong c6 mdi Iira, danh
mua quyén ddnh nhau véi vudt bén ring nhon clia bay séi d6i. Tay chan hin din
dan cham di, lién ti€p bi 1i s6i cdn tring.

Kha Hgp Dai kinh hii n6i v6i Hoic Thanh Pong: “Coi nhu Tran duong gia da
thing 1a xong”. Y rit dodn ki€m cit dit s¢i diy dang tréi tay chian nang, lai noi:
“Bay gio ta di citu ngudi dugc rdi chit”?

Y mia nhuyén tién nhdy x6 ra ngoai, nhung chay chua dugc miy budc thi bay
s6i dd 2o ao phéng t6i, cin ludn hai mi€ng vao chan. Tuy y ddnh chét dudc may
con s6i, nhung khong cé cdch nao ti€n 1én nita. TAt Nhat Loi goi 16n: “Lio T,
quay vé di”!

Kha Hdp Dai nhdy trd vao, 14y mot nhanh ciy khod dang d6t chdy, dinh chay
ti€p ra ngoai. Nhung y thd'y khodng cdch kh4d xa ma C& Kim Tiéu sip bi bay s6i
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nhai xuong r6i, bén 16n ti€ng goi Tran Gia Lac: “Tran duong gia! Huynh thing r6i,
chiing ta di tha bing hitu huynh ra. Xin huynh dai nhan dai nghia, cttu C& ldo nhi
mot phen”.

Tran Gia Lac ditng xa ma nhin, qud nhién thdy Hodc Thanh Pdng da dudgc cdi
tréi dang ding trong vong ltra. Chang nghi: “Can ddi phé vdi bay 4c thid, c6 thém
ngudi nao 1a hay ngudi 4y”, bén nhit mot canh cdy dang chdy ném cho C& Kim
Tiéu, ho 16n: “Pén 14y”!

C6 Kim Tiéu tay chidn bé b&t m4u tuoi, nhin thdy canh cdy ném tSi bén tung
ngudi nhdy 1én dén 14y, viy mot vong tron. S¢ 1tra 12 tap tinh truyén doi may ngan
may van nim clia giong sai lang, ching thiy trén tay ngudi c6 Itta 1a 14p tic 1ui ra.

C6 Kim Tiéu vung canh ciy quanh ngudi, ti€n din dén chd Tran Gia Lac.
Chang lai ném thém cho hin mot canh nita. Hai tay C6 Kim Tiéu cAm hai ngon
dudc, chi trong chdc 14t da di t6i lum cay.

Tran Gia Lac bdo: “Mau mau luom cti”! Hai ngudi bén 1y diy budc canh
kho thanh b6 ma vic 1én vai, tay cam cay cli chdy birng birng, vung 1én md dudng
ti€n vé vong Ira 16n. Bay s6i khong ngirng gdo thét giadn dif, nhung vin phdi
nhudng ra mot 181.

Hai ngudi vé gan dén noi, Tran Gia Lac dang di tru6c. Huong Huong cong
chiia dang rong hai canh tay chao dén chang trd vé€. Tran Gia Lac dang dinh nhdy
vao thi Hodc Thanh Pong kéu 16n: “Khoan di! P€ hin vao trudc”.

Tran Gia Lac 1ap tc tinh ngd, ném b6 cii vao roi lui mdt bude, dgi C& Kim
Tiéu vao trong vong Ira truSc. Chang nghi: “Hai bén da giao hen ai vé vong lta
trudc 12 thua. Tuy minh vira cfu mang hin, nhung khong thé tin dudc loai ti€u
nhan vo liém sinay”.

C6 Kim Tiéu hai mit dé ngdu, ném d6ng cii trén lung xudéng rdi vung ngon
dudc 1én mit Tran Gia Lac. Nhan ldc chang phdi nghiéng minh tranh né, hin dua
td chudng x6 vao lung chang, mudn diy chang vio trong vong Ia. Tran Gia Lac
lai ddo ngudi, phdt chudng d6 trugt trén vai 40. C6 Kim Tiéu lai vung tay phai,
ném canh cdy dang chdy vao mit doi phuong. Tran Gia Lac cii xudng né tranh.

Canh ciy d6 vira bay vao dong Iira, C6 Kim Tiéu lai tung ra mot quyén. T4m
muoi mot chiéu trudng quyén clia hin kinh lyc day dd, xudt thi linh hoat, quyén
nay vira dé€n quyén thit hai da ndi theo.

Tran Gia Lac thdy hin trd mit 14y odn bdo dic, trong long vd cling gian dir.
Chang dua tay phdi ra toan nim 14y mach mon cla hin, tay trdi xuit chiéu Kim
Chiam P9 Ki€p dam thing vao truSc mit. Pay 12 mot chiéu 14y ngén tay 1am ki€m
clia Bach Hoa T4 Quyén. C6 Kim Tiéu tru6c nay chua tirng gidp phai loai quyén
phdp k¥ la nay, phdi boi rdi 1ui lai. Chan hidn dap tring ddu mdt con séi d6i, lam
n6 dau dén gao l€n, hd miéng tdp ngay.

Tran Gia Lac méi phdn kich mot chiéu da chi€m thugng phong, quyét khong
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dé€ hidn c6 cd hdi ddnh trd. Chang dung chudng 1am dao, dung chi 1am ki€m, st
toan nhitng chiéu 1¢i hai trong Bach Hoa T4 Quyén. T4t Nha't Loi va Kha Hop Pai
ditng trong vong Itta quan sét, nhin thd'y quyén phép clia chang ma khong khéi kinh
tam dong phach.

Trin Gia Lac dua hai ngdén tay trdi ra di€m vao huyét Thdi Duong clia ddi
phuong. C& Kim Tiéu vung tay ra gat, trd lai mot quyén, tin chic Tran Gia Lac
phdi 1i lai. Nao ngd Tran Gia Lac khong 1ti ma lai budc chan trdi ra 16t sau lung
C6 Kim Tiéu, rdi nhanh nhu chép tim chiit c6 tay phdi clia hin. Chang kéo manh,
ddgi dich thii vira co gidy ra 1a dot ngdt ddi chiéu kinh Ivc tir kéo thanh diy.

C6 Kim Tiéu da mat da lai phai chiu hai dao kinh luc, khong sao ding viing
dugc nita. Hin 1ap tic té nhao. O giita bAy s6i ma ngd xudng dat, ddm s6i xung
quanh s& 14p tiic ia 1én dé chit, nha't dinh khong con xdc dé chon. Moi ngudi trong
vong Ira déu kinh hai la Ién.

Trong lic nguy cdp C6 Kim Tiéu voi st chiéu Ly Ngu D4 Dinh bat ngudi day,
tay trdi ddanh ra tring ddu mot con séi d6i dang phéng t&i, muon thé 16n nira vong
trén khong trung, roi dau trén chan dudi ha cdnh an toan. Tran Gia Lac di€m hg
chin trdi xudng dit bay vot téi, tay phdi vay ra di€m triing hai huyét dao & dau goi
trdi va mong phdi ctia hin.

Hai chian cia C6 Kim Tiéu vita cham dat bdng nhiin ra khong ¢t dong dugc,
nén mong thing xudng dat. Hin la thAm: “Hdéng bét”!, chong hai tay c6 ngdi day,
nhung bay séi da tir bdn phuong tim hudng Ao tdi.

Bay s6i di nhanh ma Tran Gia Lac con nhanh hon, dua tay phdi ra tim 13y
lung hidn nhic 1én. C6 Kim Tiéu hung han vo cling, tuy ntta ngudi dudi khong dong
ddy dugc ma van hét 1én mot ti€ng, dung toan luc dAm cd song quyén vio nguc
Tran Gia Lac, mudn liéu mang d€ hai ngudi cling chét.

Trin Gia Lac quat ming: “Tén khon ki€p”! Chang dua tay trdi di€m nhanh
nhu gié vao hai huyét Trung Thii, Huyén Cd clia dich thii. Song quyén ctia C6 Kim
Tiéu vira danh dén gitta dudng, hai cdnh tay dot nhién rii liét budng xudng. Tran
Gia Lac xdch hdn vung mot vong tron, ép 1ii séi Iui lai, rdi dinh quing hin vao
gifta bay soi.

Ho#c Thanh Pong la 1én: “Pirng gi€t hin”!

Tran Gia Lac lap tic nghi lai: “Giét tén nay thi vin dich dong ta it, lai két
thanh mdi tf thi vdi hai ngudi TAt, Kha. Chi bing bAy gid tam tha mang cho hin,
khong chirng khi minh tranh chdp véi Truong Triéu Trong thi tam ma sé khong
gitip bén ndao”. Chang bén xoay chuyén phuong vi, ném hidn vio bén trong vong
Itra cho Kha Hop Pai d6n 14y, rdi tung ngudi nhdy vao.

Thé 1a cudc thach d6 sinh t nay Tran Gia Lac di thing. Chang dinh t6i néi
chuyén véi Hodc Thanh Pong va Huong Huong cong chiia, thi Hoic Thanh Pong

’7'

dot nhién la 1&én: “Can than phia sau™!
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Tran Gia Lac cdm thiy sau gdy c¢6 mdt con gié o tdi, 1ap tic cii diu rin
ngudi xudng. Hai con séi d6i vot qua dinh dau chang. Thi ra chiing thdy hai mi€ng
mdi ngon da nhdy vao trong vong ltra, thém khdng chiu dugc bén 14y hét diing khi
nhdy vao theo. Mot con phéng vé phia Huong Huong cong chiia, Tran Gia Lac vdi
nim dudi kéo lai. N6 dau dén quay ngudi lai, cdn nhu dién dai.

Mot con séi nita phéng téi. Tran Gia Lac xoay chudng chém trd lai, né
nghiéng diu tranh né nén phat chudng d4nh triing vao cd. Con s6i lin dudi dat mot
vong, lai phéng 1én cdn ti€p. Hodc Thanh Pdng trd ngudc thanh dodn ki€m, cim

’7'

14y miii nhon ma ném cho Tran Gia Lac, kéu 1én: “DP6n 13y”"!

Tran Gia Lac dua tay chup dugc chudi ki€m, bén vung ki€m sang bén trai
dam vao con s6i 16n. Con s6i ndy than hinh dd s6 nhung nhanh nhen phi thudng.
Tran Gia Lac lién ti€p dam hai nh4t déu bi n6 trdnh dudc.

Lic nay bén ngoai vong Ira lai ¢6 ba con séi khdac nhdy vao. Mot con bi Kha
Hop Pai dung thd phdp d6 vit nim ldy cd quing ra ngodi, mot con bi Trudng
Triéu Trong vung ki€m chém thanh hai khic, con thit ba bi TAt Nhat Loi chin
ddnh. Kha Hgp Dai voi 14y b6 cii C6 Kim Tiéu vira mang v€ chAim thém vao déng
Itra. Ngon Itta bdc cao 1én, 1ii s6i khong ddm nhdy vao thém nita.

Bén nay Tran Gia Lac cAm dodn ki€m ddm qua bén trdi. Di nhién con s6i to
khong bi€t d6 1a hu chiéu, bén né sang bén phdi. Podn ki€m vong lai rit nhanh,
dam xudng nhu dién chép. Con s6i khong tranh né dudc nita, nhung dot nhién h4
hdc miéng ra, cdn chit 18y ludi ki€m.

Tran Gia Lac van sifc dAm thém tdi trude. Tuy 1udi cla con s6i da bi cit mot
dudng, nhung né bi€t diy 1a lic sdng chét nén ¢d chiu dau ma cin chit. Tran Gia
Lac bén c6 ging giat ki€m vé. Con s6i nay ding 13 trdi gim khong nhd, mic du
than th€ bi giat hin 1én khong trung ma hai him ring vin nghi€n chit, gidng nhu
da batré vao ludi ki€m vay.

Liic nay con s6i vira bi chang tim dudi quang ra lai tir phia sau xong tdi. Tran
Gia Lac khong khdi lo ling, hdi nghiéng sang mdt bén ro6i phéng chian dd vao
mong né. Con s6i vira tru 1én miy ti€ng vira ving tudt ra ngoai vong Iia.

Tran Gia Lac quyét thu ki€m vé, bén dung tay trdi phéng chudng ddnh vio
giffa cip mit con s6i, hat diu né ngat ra sau. Tay chang thiy 18ng lai, tir tir rit
dodn ki€m vé. Moi ngudi bdng thdy han quang nhdy dong, dot nhién ludi dodn
ki€m phét ra 4nh sdng mau tim chéi 10a, hoa cd mit.

Nhin lai thi con s6i da bi ddnh v& xuong dau ma chét, nhung miéng né van
con nghi€n chit 1udi ki€m gitta hai ham ring. Moi ngudi déu phdi ngac nhién.
Thanh dodn ki€m trong tay Tran Gia Lac con nguyén chua gy, thé thi doan ki€m
trong mi€ng séi tor ddu ma c6?

Tran Gia Lac bu6c 1én, dinh diing ba ngén tay trdi cAm Iudi ki€m trong miéng
s6i dinh rit ra. Nao ngd con séi dd chét ma ham ring van cidn chit nhu mot cdi
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kém vay. Chang ding thanh dodn ki€m trén tay vach mot dudng quanh him nd,
bdng tha'y gan c6t trén mit con s6i bi cit dit dé dang nhu dau hi vAy. Chang ngac
nhién cam thanh dodn ki€m lén nhin, bat gidc cdm thay han khi quat ran rat vao
mat minh, dung ca téc gdy 1én.

Ludi ki€m phét ra tf quang 6ng dnh, khong phdi 1a 1udi ki€m ctia Hodc Thanh
Pong da ting, nhung chudi ki€m lai hoan toan khong thay d6i gi cd. Chang lai
cang khong hiéu, bén cii xudng nhit ludi ki€m trong ham ring séi ra. Lic nay mdi
bi€t ludi ki€m nay rong & gitta, nhu mot cdi vé ki€m vay. Cim thit thanh dodn
ki€m nay vao cdi v d6 thi hoan toan khép véi nhau.

Thi ra thanh dodn ki€m nay c6 tdi hai 1an vé ki€m. Lép v4 thit hai ciing ¢
ludi bén mili nhon, moi ngudi déu tudng d6 1a ludi ki€m, nao ngd bén trong lai c6
mot ludi bdo ki€m khdc c6 thé cit vang got ngoc, 1di hai vo cting. Khi ting ki€m
cho chang, Hoidc Thanh Pong tirng néi: “Nghe néi bén trong ¢6 4n chita mot bi mat
cyc 16n, may trim nim nay truyén ddi don dai, nhung mai d€n nay vin chua c6 ai
tim ra dudc”. Hom nay gip ding co duyén, con s6i kia cidn chit d€n ché&t khong
budng, hai bén dung hét sttc ma kéo mdi rit dudc cdi vé ki€m thit hai ra. Néu
khong thi ai ma ngd dudc trong dodn ki€m lai chita mot thanh bio ki€m vo cling
sic bén, ding 1a ki€m trung hitu ki€m.

Lic nay TAt Nhat Loi dd ddnh chét con s6i cudi cling nhdy vao trong vong
Itta. Hin gidi huyét cho C6 Kim Tiéu, rdi rit trdy thd ra cit 1y bon cdi dui séi,
nudng trén ngon Itta. Hodc Thanh Pong voi la 1én: “Mau mau 14y ra! Ngudi khong
mudn song nita hay sao”?

Tat Nhat Loi kinh ngac hdi: “C6 néi gi”?

Hodc Thanh Péng héi lai: “Gid ti 1ti s6i d6i ndy ngti thd'y mui thom cda thit
nudng, ching c6 chiu dirng ngoai chd ddgi nita hay khong”?

TAt Nhat Loi thdy ding, voi vang 14y may cdi dui s6i ra khdi ngon ltra. C&
Kim Tiéu ngdi bén thd hon hén mot lic rdi 14y vai ra bing b6 sdu bay chd bi s6i
cin siu, con nhitng v€t thuong lit vit thi khong sao lo xiét dugc. Hin déi bung 1dm
roi, bén nhit mot cdi dui s6i con chdy mdu dim dia ma nhai nudt.

Huong Huong cong chia cAm xem thanh dodn ki€m, khen nggi mai ngudi thg
thong minh, cham khic 1an vo thit hai rdt tinh xdo, khong dé 16 chit xfu so hd nio.
Nang nhin vao trong v4 ki€m thay mdt hat mau tring, lic lic dudc nhung khong
dd ra dudc, bén tim mot cdi que nhd khéu vao. Mot vién tron nhd xiu, mau tring
lan ra.

Tran Gia Lac va Hodc Thanh Pong déu thay la, nhin k§ thi ra d6 12 mot hoan
sap. Tran Gia Lac hdi: “Md& xem c6 dugc hay khong”?

Ho#c Thanh Dong gat diu, chang bén ding ngén tay bép khé. Hoan sap niit
ra, bén trong c6 mot t& gidy vo tron. Md ra xem thi d6 1a mot t§ gidy méng nhu
canh ve, c6 viét rat nhiéu chit, loai chit Hoi thdi xua.
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Truong Triéu Trong thd'y ho tim ra tJ gid'y, bén gid vd bd thém cdi vao Itra dé
di qua di lai 1én nhin. Hin thiy trong gidy toan 1a chit Hoi, khong biét chit ndo nén
cdm thay thit vong.

Tran Gia Lac cé biét chit it ti€ng Hdi nhung khong gidi 1dm. Trong tJ gidy
nay lai ding vin tu ¢d nén chang khong hi€u gi, ben dit t§ gidy trudc mit Hodc
Thanh Pong. Hodc Thanh Pong vira xem vira ngdm nghi mat nira ngdy méi cat td
gid'y vao trong tdi. Tran Gia Lac lién hdi: “Trong d6 viét gi vay”?

Ho#c Thanh Pong khong trd 15i, ¢t im ling suy nghi. Huong Huong cong chiia
hi€u tinh chi minh, bén mim cudi néi: “Ti ti dang suy nghi mdt van dé khé gidi
quyét, khong nén quiy ray”.

Ho#c Thanh Pdng diing ngdén tay vé ling nhing trén cit, vé xong vong tron
nay lai x6a di v& vong khdc. Lt sau nang lai ngdi bé gdi, suy nghi trong rat khd
s6. Tran Gia Lac khuyén: “Mudi con y€u, dirng suy nghi nhiéu. Nhitng chuyén khé
hi€u trong tJ gidy, sau nay sé& suy nghi ti€p. Bay gid vAn dé quan trong nhat 13 tim
cach thodt than”.

Ho#c Thanh Pdng néi: “Thi mudi ciing dang nghi cdch tranh khéi bay séi dc,
lai con phdi tranh 10i s6i ngudi nita”. N6i xong, nang biu mdi vé phia bon kia.
Huong Huong cdng chiia nghe ti ti goi chiing 1a “S6i ngudi”, danh tir day vé khinh
bi, bén vd tay cudi thanh ti€ng.

Ho#c Thanh Pdng suy nghi mot ldc nita, réi bdo Tran Gia Lac: “Nhd huynh
dirng trén lung ngua nhin vé phia TAy, xem c6 dinh ndi mau tring nao khong”.

Tran Gia Lac gat dau, din con ngya tring t6i, roi nhdy 1én lung ngua chim
chi nhin vé phia Tdy. Tuy chung quanh c6 nhiéu ngon nii cao dung ding 1én,
nhung khong c¢é dinh ndo mau tring cd. Chang ditng xem k§ mot hdi vin khong
thdy gi, bén nhin Hodc Thanh Pong 14c diu mot c4i.

Hodc Thanh Pdng néi: “Theo vin tu trén t& gidy thi cd thanh cich diy khong
xa, 1& ra phai tha'y ngon ndi d6 mdi phai”.

Tran Gia Lac di nhdy xu6ng ngua, hdi ngay: “C& thanh nio”?

Hodc Thanh Pong d4p: “Hobi nhd mudi da nghe k&, xua kia c6 mot tdoa thanh
phdn thinh, nhung ddt nhién bi mot tran bdo cit rat 16n thdi qua viii 14p. Trong cd
thanh c6 miy van ngudi, khong ai thoat ra dugc".

Nang quay sang bao Huong Huong cong chda: “Mudi mudi! Nhitng chuyén
nay thi mudi bi€t 16 nhat, k€ cho huynh 4y nghe di”.

Huong Huong cong chda néi: “Cé rat nhicu truyén thuyét vé toa cd thanh Ay,
nhung chua ¢é ai chinh mat nhin thdy. Nhiéu ngudi tim d€n do6, nhung it ngudi song
s6t trd vé. Nghe néi trong d6 c¢é vo sd kim ngan chau biau. C6 ngudi di lac giita sa
mac, tinh ¢& lac vao ¢d thanh. Y nhin thdy kim ngin chiu bdu ma hoa cd mit, di
nhién hoan hi vd cling, bén chit diy 1én lung lac da dinh mang vé. Nhung y cit di
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vong vong mii trong c6 thanh, lam cdch nio ciing khong rdi khdi dugc”.
Tran Gia Lac héi: “Tai sao lai th&”?

Huong Huong cong chia ddp: “Nghe néi dan trong ¢d thanh phai chét ba't dic
ky t, déu bi€n thanh qui hét. Ho rat thich tda thanh d6, nén sau khi chét vin
khong chiu rdi khéi. Bon qui khong mudn tai sdn clia minh bi 14y di, nén da mé
hodic ngudi ta khong cho rdi khdi d6. Ai chiu bo lai h€t kim ngan chiu bau, khong
14y mén nao thi sé& thoat ra mot cach dé dang”.

Tran Gia Lac nhan xét: “N&u thé thi chang c6 ai rdi khdi dugc”.

Ho#c Thanh Pdng néi: “Pung vay! Nhin thd'y nhiéu kim ngin chiu bdu nhu
th€, ai ma khong 14y? Ngudi ta con néi, n€u khdach khong 18y kim ngin chiu bau
ma con bd lai miy lang bac trong c6 thanh, thi trong giéng sé& chdy ra nudc mat
cho ho udng. P€ tién lai cing nhiéu, nudc chiy ra cing lim”.

Tran Gia Lac néi: “Thé thi bon qui trong ¢4 thanh tham lam qud”.

Huong Huong cong chida lai ké&: “Trong Hdi toc bon mudi, chi nhitng ngudi
mic n¢ khong trd ndi méi tim d&€n d6, nhung da di thi vinh vién khong trd lai. C6
1an mot doan thuong nhin trong sa mac cfu dudc mot ngudi badn sdng ban chét.
Ngudi d6 ké 1a da vao dudc c6 thanh, nhung c di qua di lai mii cing mot chd. Y
nhin trén mit cit thdy c6 mdt dudng dau chin, tudng cé ngudi da di qua, nén cd
ging hét sttic bdm theo dau vét d6, hy vong sé rdi khdi dudc viing sa mac. Nao ngd
dau chan d6 lai chinh 12 ddu chan cla y, nén y cit th€ ma di nhitng vong tron 16n,
cudi cling thi kiét stic nga quy. Poan thuong nhian nhd y din vao cd thanh, nhung y
tha chét ciing khong chiu. Y con néi, dit cho y toan bod tai sdn trong cd thanh, y
ciing khong mudn budc vao tda thanh qui quii d6 mdt budc ndo nira”.

Tran Gia Lac tram ngdm néi: “Pi theo v&t chan clia minh thanh vong tron trén
sa mac! Chuyén nay nghi lai that 12 dé s¢”.

Huong Huong cong chia néi: “Cé chuyén con ddng s¢ hon. Mot ngudi dang di
mdt minh trén sa mac thi dot nhién nghe ti€ng ngudi goi tén minh. Y di theo ti€ng
goi nhung khong thdy gi cd, thé 1a bi lac dudng”.

Tran Gia Lac néi: “Con ngudi nhin thdy qué nhiu tai sin, thin tri nha't dinh
trG nén bat thudng. Trén sa mac khé nhin ra phucng huéng nén cang dé lac. Chi
cAn con ngudi ha quyét tim, khong d€ chau badu mé hoic thi sé& tim thdy dudng di.
Chua chic 14 ¢6 thanh c6 qui hai ngudi”.

Hodc Thanh Pdng im ling 1ing nghe, 14t sau méi 1én ti€ng: “TS gidy trong v
ki€m c6 néi rd phuong hudng va dudng di tdi cd thanh”.

Tran Gia Lac “A” 1én mot ti€ng.

Huong Huong cong chiia mim cudi néi: “Ching ta khong mudn 14y kim ngin
chau bdu, ma 14y dugc thi bon qui ciing khong thd cho di, bi€t dudng t6i dé ciing
v dung. Chi may & chd tim dugc thanh bdo ki€m sic bén phi thudng nay. Khi giao
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d4u chi can dung nhe mot cdi 1a c¢6 thé chém giy vii khi ca d6i phuong”. Nang
nhd ba sdi téc, dit gin ludi ki€m r6i ti€p: “Gia gia tirng néi, n€u diing 13 bo ki€m
thi thdi téc qua 1a didt ngay. Khong bi€t thanh ki€m nay cé dugc nhu thé hay
khong”? Nang thdi nhe téc vao 1udi dodn ki€m, ba sgi téc 1ap tifc dit thanh sdu
doan.

Huong Huong cong chida hoan hi vd tay. Hoic Thanh Pong ciing 14y mot céi
khin td ném 1én trdi, khi n6 tir tir roi xudng bén cam thanh dodn ki€m khé duwa mot
nhét. C4i khidn 1ap tirc bi cdt 1am ba khic.

Truong Triéu Trong va Quan Pong tam ma cung 6 1én thdn phuc. P 1a ngudi
hoc vd ma nhin thdy vii khi 1gi hai nhu thé, ching khong khéi them thudng dén dé
mit, ngudi néng ran lén.

Trin Gia Lac thé dai néi: “Ki€m tuy sic bén, nhung khong thé gi€t nhiéu séi
nhu vay. That 13 udng phi cho thanh bdo ki€m nay”.

Hodc Thanh Pong néi: “Trong gid'y da ndi rd, toa thanh ¢d nay dudc ki€n tric
twa vao mdt dinh ndi cao, tring nhu ngoc. Tinh ra thi dinh ndi d6 cdch diy khong
xa, 1& ra c6 thé nhin thdy. Th€ ma nhin mii khong thay, that 1a khong sao hi€u
ndi”.

Huong Huong cong chia néi: “Ti ti khong cAn suy nghi nhitng chuyén rudm ra
d6. Du tim thdy ngon nii d6 thi c6 ich gi”?

Hodc Thanh Pdng néi: “Néu tim dudc, ching ta cé thé trén vao cd thanh.
Trong cd thanh nhit dinh phdi c6 nha ctta. Cé nha ctra thi c6 chd dé tranh bay séi,
chic chidn t6t hon § ddy rat nhiéu”.

Tran Gia Lac kéu 16n: “Pung thé”! Chang 1ap tic nhdy tr§ 1én lung ngua,
ding chim chid nhin vé phia TAy, nhung chi thid'y cd biu trdi tring x6a, ching c6
béng ddng ngon nii nao.

Truong Triéu Trong thdy ba ngudi néi chuyén mai khong thoi, ling tai ma
khong nghe dudc chit ndo. Hin thdy Tran Gia Lac hai 1an tréo 1én lung ngwa ma
ding, lai cang khong hi€u chang 1am trd qui qudi gi. Bon ngudi bon chiing ciing
dang ban cdch thodt khdi vong vay clia bay s6i, nhung khdng cé két qua.

Huong Huong cong chda 14y luong kho ra, chia cho moi ngudi ciing dn. Lic
nay nang méi nghi d€n con nai nhd ma minh bit vé nudi, khdng biét ¢6 ai cho né
in no hay khong. Nang nging diu 1én nhin vé phia chin tr&i, dot nhién kéu 1én:
“Ti ti! Ti ti xem kia”!

Hodc Thanh Dong nhin theo tay nang chi, thAiy modt chAim den hoan toan
khong ddong ddy, bén hoi: “Cdi gi vay”?

Huong Huong cong chia néi: “Mot con chim wng. Mudi thdy né bay tir huéng
nay tdi chd dé, khong hi€u sao lai dot nhién dirng lai gitta lung chirng trdi, khdng
dong day chat nao”.
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Hodc Thanh Pong héi: “Hay 12 mudi mudi hoa mit rHi”?

Huong Huong cdng chia qua quyét lic dau: “Khong phdi ddu! Muoi nhin thiy
1o rang con chim ung bay t&i chd d6”.

Tran Gia Lac néi: “Né&u khong phdi chim ung thi chAm den d6 13 gi? Con néu
l1a chim ung, thi sao né khong dong day? Thatla chuyénla”.

Ba ngudi nhin mot lic, chAim den d6 dot nhién chuyén dong, cang d&€n gin
cang tha'y 16n hon, ding 12 mot con chim ung. Chi chdc 14t 12 n6é bay ngang dau ho.
Huong Huong cong chda dua tay vudt lai mai téc vira bi gié thdi tung 1én.

Tran Gia Lac nhin ban tay tring mudt clia nang lu6t qua bd y phuc mau tring,
khong hi€u tay tring hon hay 4o tring hon. Chang dot nhién tinh ngd, néi véi Hodc
Thanh Pong: “Mudi nhin tay c6 4y ma xem”.

Hoic Thanh Pong nhin, khong hi€u gi nhung cling néi: “Kha Tu Lé&! Tay clia
mudi thit 1a dep”. Huong Huong cdng chiia mim cudi.

Tran Gia Lac cudi thanh ti€ng: “Tay clia Kha Tu Lé duong nhién 12 dep roi.
Nhung mudi c6 d€ y khong, vi tay clia co 4y rit tring nén khi d€ trudc 4o tring thi
hoan toan khong thé phan biét dugc chd nao 1a tay, chd nao 1a 40”.

Ho#c Thanh Pdng khé “A” mot ti€ng, mit vin ngd ngac. Huong Huong cong
chida nghe hai ngudi tdin duong ban tay clia minh, khong khdi mic ¢d bén ciii mit
xuéng ma ling nghe.

Tran Gia Lac ti€p: “Con chim ung d6 da dau trén dinh cda mot ngon ndi mau
tring”.

Hodc Thanh Pong khé la 1&én: “Khong sai! Bau trdi & huéng d6 tring nhu sita
dé vay. Nhit dinh dinh nii ciing c6 mau nhu thé, nhin tir xa khong thé nio phan
biét dugc”.

Tran Gia Lac cudi: “Ping vay. Con con chim ung mau den, nén chiing ta méi
nhin thd'y n6 dé dang”.

Huong Huong cdng chda bay gid méi hi€u 13 hai ngudi dang thdo luan vé
ngdi cd thanh, bén héi: “Lam sao chiing ta di t6i d6 dugc”?

Ho#c Thanh Pdng néi: “Phdi suy nghi da”. Nang lai 14y t5 gidy ra xem mot
ldc, ngAm nghi rdi néi: “Pgi mit trdi ngd vé huéng Tay, néu thit sy § d6 cé mot
ngon nii cao thi chic chin phdi c¢6 béng nghiéng dudi dat. Khi 4y sé& tinh dudc
ngdi thanh ¢d dé cdch ddy bao xa”.

Tran Gia Lac néi: “Pirng d€ 16 chiit manh m&i nao, kéo bon khdn nay dodn
dudc y dd cda chiing ta”.

Ho#c Thanh Pdng néi: “Khdng sai! Chiing ta gid vd ban luin vé con séi chét
nay di”.

Tran Gia Lac 16i t6i mot cdi xdc s6i 16n. Ba ngudi quiay quanh néi chuyén,
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khong ngét chi trd con sé6i chét. Ho nhd mot cong 16ng s6i 1én d€ quan sat ti mi, rdi
cay miéng s6i ra d€ xem ham ring cia né.

Miit trdi tr tif nghiéng xudng. 0] phia TAy clia sa mac qud nhién da xuit hién
mdt béng den. Béng den nay cang lic cang dai ra, gidng nhu mot ngudi khong 16
dang nim trén mit cat vay.

Ba ngudi nhin thdy déu mirng rd vd cuing. Hodc Thanh Pong vé dudi dit mot
loat hinh tron, hinh vudng, hinh tam gidc dé€ tinh todn, rdi k&t ludn: “Tu day téi
chan nii d6 khodng hai muoi hai mdt dim”. Nang vira néi vira 1at ngifa con s6i
chét ra.

Tran Gia Lac cAm mdt cdi chin séi 1én, sd vao méng vudt bén nhon clia nd
roi néi: “N&u ba ngudi chiing ta ¢c6 mdt con ngwa nita, cong thém con ngya tring
nay thi c¢6 thé chay gdp mot hoi hai muci may dim”.

Hodc Thanh Pong bdo: “Huynh cd nghi cdch dé ching ty y thd chiing ta ra
ngoai’”.

Trin Gia Lac git dau: “Pugc! D€ ta thit xem”. Sau d6 chang tién tay ding
thanh dodn ki€m m& bung con séi chét ra.

Truong Triéu Trong va Quan Pong tam ma thdy ho cif 14t qua 14t lai xem xét
ti mi cdi xdc s6i, lai khong ngirng ndi chuyén bing ti€ng Hoi ra vé budn riu.
Truong Triéu Trong sinh nghi, budc t6i hdi: “Con sé6i nay ¢ gi la dau? Tran duong
gia! C4c vi dang ban bac nghi 1€ an tdng né day u”?

Tran Gia Lac lap tifc ndy ra mot ¥, bén ddp: "Ching ta dang ban bac cdch
tho4t hi€m. Huynh xem, trong bung con s6i nay chang con tht gi c3”.

Truong Triéu Trong néi: “Di nhién 1a né déi qué rdi, nén quyét dn thit ching

2

ta”.

Quan Pong tam ma nghe vay ciing phdi suy nghi. Kha Hgp Pai néi: “Lan
trudc gip bay s6i, ching ta leo 1én cdy ma trén. Bay s6i chi quin quanh gdc cay
may vong rdi bd di ngay. Lan nay chiing kién nhin hon nhi€u, bao vay ching ta
mai khong chiu budng tha”.

TAt Nhat Loi néi: “Lan tru§c may ma c6 con lac da du li séi di. Bay gid thi
chic bdy s6i di 4n sach s& da thd trong vong vai trim dim rdi, chi con miy ngudi
ching ta ma thoi”.

Tran Gia Lac néi: “Bung s6i da trong rdng d&én nhu th& nay, phdt hién ra thit
gi nhét vao bung dugc thi nhit dinh ching khong chiu bd qua”.

Truong Triéu Trong héi: “Huynh nghién ctfu con séi chét cd nlra ngay, chi
phat hién ra 1y thuyét d6 thoi sao”?

Trin Gia Lac cudi: “Mudn rdi khéi ndi nguy hi€m nay, phai dua vio 1y thuyét
do”.

Quan Pong tam ma lap tic bat ddy, t6i gin dé€ nghe. Truong Triéu Trong hdi:
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“Tran duong gia c6 bién php gi”?

Tran Gia Lac ddp: “Ching ta dang bi vy & day, hé dot hét cdi 1a phai di 1dy
thém. Nhung 16t cudc ciing c6 lic khong con cii dé 14y. Lic d6 bay ngudi ching
ta ciing lic bd mang phdi khong”? Truong Triéu Trong va Quan Pong tam ma déu
git dau.

Tran Gia Lac lai ti€p: “Ngudi hoc vo chiing ta hé m3 miéng 13 tu khoe hanh
hiép truong nghia, liéu mang ctfu ngudi. Lic nay bdy ngudi 1am nguy & day, chi
can mot ngudi chiu liéu mang vi biing hitu 13 dudc. Biy séi tha'y I¥a khong ddm
nhdy vao, nhung khi thdy cé ngudi cudi ngua chay ra, nhit dinh s& dudi theo.
Ngudi d6 du bay séi di cang xa cang tdt, sdu ngudi con lai s& thodt than”.

Truong Triéu Trong hdi: “Thé thi ngudi d6 sé ra sao”?

Tran Gia Lac ddp: “Né&u ngudi d6 may min gip dudc quan Thanh hay quan
Hoi thi c6 thé thodt nan. N&u khong thodt thi coi nhu chét vi cttu ngudi, d& udng
phi hon chét chung v§i moi ngudi & day”.

TAt Nha't Loi néi: “Bién phdp nay rit tot. Nhung bay gid ai s& du bay s6i rdi
khéi day? Ngudi d6 chét chic, khong thé nao sdng dudc”.

Tran Gia Lac hdi: “Céc vi ¢6 cao kién gi khong”?

T4t Nha't Loi im ling. Kha Hop Dai néi: “T6t nhat 1a boc thim, tring ai thi
ngudi dé di”.

Truong Tri€u Trong cling nghi la ngoai cdch nay ra khong con cach nao khéc.
Nghe Kha Hop Pai dé nghi bdc thim, hin chdt nghi ra cdch dn gian, lién néi:
“Pudc! Chiing ta boc thim di”.

Tran Gia Lac da dinh tinh nguyén xong ra cung ti mudi Hoic Thanh Pong.
Nhung nghe chiing dé nghi boc thim, n€u minh tinh nguyén sé& bi nghi ngd, bén
n6i: “Thé thi nim ngudi chiing ta boc thim di, mién cho hai vi cd nuong”.

Co6 Kim Tiéu hdi: “Nam nit gi cling 1a ngudi, sao lai mién cho hai ngudi d6”?

Kha Hgp Pai dong dac néi: “Nam t& hdn dai trugng phu khong bao vé dugc
hai vi cd nuong 13 x4u hd mudn phan rdi, con mudn ho hy sinh ctu minh khdi thim
cidnh hay sao? Ta tha chét trong miéng s6i d6i con hon. Néu khong, ¢ gilt dudc
mang thi sudt ddi cling bi biing hitu giang h khinh miét”.

Tat Nhat Loi lai néi: “Tuy nam nit ¢ khdc, nhung nam nhin ciing 12 mdt
mang, nit nhin cling 12 mot mang. Khong bdc thim thi thoi, n€u boc thim thi moi
ngudi déu phdi bdc”. Hin nghi: “C6 thém hai ngudi boc thim, thi phin rii ro roi
tring minh s& gidm di rat nhiéu”.

C6 Kim Tiéu ddi v6i Hodc Thanh Pdng vira thém vira han, nghi bung: “Ngudi
dep nhu thé nay ma dai gia khong 6m dugc vao tay, tha d€ s6i dn thit con hon dé
nguoi khdc 6m”.

Thé 12 moi ngudi nhin Truong Triéu Trong d€ nghe y ki€n. Truong Triéu
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Trong da tinh dugc k€&, biét chic khdng tring phdi minh, bén nghi: “Hai m§ nhin
nay nén gitt lai. Mot co thi hoang thugng cin, con c6 kia ching 1& minh khong doat
dugc hay sao”? Hin bén ndi rdt ngang tang: “Pai trudng phu thd mat mang chi
khong chiu mit danh. Ta 12 nam t& hdan litng danh thién ha, 1& ndo chiu d€ nit nhan
liéu mang cifu minh™?

Hai ngudi TAt, C6 nghe hin néi 15i khing khdi, bén khong tranh cii nita. C6
Kim Tiéu néi: “Dugc! Thé thi coi nhu hai c6 nay may min”.

A . Al & 2 N ~ ~ - 1 s ~ . ~
Tat Nhat Loi néi: “Pé€ ta lam que dé boc thim”. Han cdi xuéng dinh bé may
canh cay.

Truong Triéu Trong néi: “Dung canh cay thi d& 1am diu, dung tién dong tot
hon”. Hin 14y trong boc ra mudi may ddng tién, chon nim dong 16n nhd bing
nhau, nhitng dong khac cit lai vao boc, rdi néi: “Pay c6 bon dong Ung Chinh
thong bdo, mot ddng Thuan Tri thong bido. Cdc vi hiay xem, tit cd déu to nhd nhu
nhau ca”.

TAt Nhat Loi kiém tra tirng ddng mdt, thd'y khdng c6 gi ddng nghi ngd. Hin
beén néi: “Vay ai boc tring ddong Thuan Tri thong bdo thi ngudi d6 phdi di ra ngoai
du bay s6i”.

Truong Triéu Trong gat dau: “Pidng 12 nhu vay. Tt dai ca! Huynh gidu tién
di”. TAt Nhat Loi lién bd nim dong tién d6 vao tdi clia minh.

Truong Triéu Trong hdi: “Ai mudn boc trudc”? Hin dwa mit nhin C6 Kim
Tiéu, thi'y tay hin run ban bat, bén mim cudi néi: “C6 huynh dirng s¢. Song chét
c6 mang, phi qui do trdi. P& ta bdc truc cho”.

Hin tho tay vao tdi TAt Nhat Loi, ngén tay vira s 1a biét ngay day mdng, 14y
ra mdt dong Ung Chinh thong bdo, mim cudi néi: “Ti€c 1a ta khong cé cd hoi dé
lam anh hiing”. R6i hiin xde tay ra cho bon ngudi xem.

Thi ra bon ddng Ung Chinh tuy kich ¢ to nhé giong hét tién Thuan Tri, nhung
dic vao nim cudi d¥i Ung Chinh, sau di Thuan Tri t6i sdu bdy chuc nim. Tién
Thuin Tri Ivu hanh trong dan gian 1du ngay, bi mon nhiéu hon, di nhién méng hon
mot chit. Chénh Iéch chidt dinh ngudi thudng khé ma phat hién, nhung khi Truong
Triéu Trong luyén Phit Dung Kim Chim trén ndi Vo Pang, hin di luyén qua Kim
tién tiéu. PE van kinh chinh x4dc khi phéng Kim tién tiéu thi phai biét rit 16 do
ning nhe 16n nhd cla dong tién. Vi thé tay hidn s§ dong tién da quen 1im rdi, chi
can cham dau ngdn tay vao 1a phan biét dugc ngay.

Sau dé Tran Gia Lac bdc thim. Chang chi mudn bdc dugc ddng Thuin Tri dé
din hai c6 gdi thodt thin, nhung khdng nghi dén dong tién day mdéng khdc nhau
nén bdc bira triing mot ddng Ung Chinh thdng bio.

Truong Triéu Trong goi: “C6 huynh boc di”.

Co6 Kim Tiéu x4ch cdy hd xoa lén khua lodng xodng, 16n ti€ng néi: “Vay thi
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mdt trong ba huynh dé chiing ta phdi boc tring Thudn Tri thong bo r6i. Chic chin
12 ¢6 chuyén gian doi”.

Truong Triéu Trong néi: “Moi ngudi déu trong vao sé phan, lam gi c6 chuyén
dn gian”?

C6 Kim Tiéu quat: “Tién 13 tién cla ngudi, ngudi bdc thim dau tién ciing 1a
ngudi. Ai ma tin dugc ngudi chua ddnh ddu ma'y dong tién d6™?

Truong Triéu Trong tdi mit lai néi: “VAay thi 14y tién cla ngudi ra di, moi
ngudi boc thim 1an nita”.

C6 Kim Tiéu néi: “Mdi ngudi 14y ra mot dong, vay thi khdng ai odn trach
dudc ai”.

Truong Triéu Trong néi: “Pudc! Chét thi chét! Lam gi ¢6 loai nam t hdn dai
trugng phu nhit gan sg chét”?

TAt Nhat Loi 14y ba dong ti€n con lai ra trd cho Truong Triéu Trong, rdi cho
tay vao tii 14y thém mot dong Ung Chinh thong bdo. Hai ngudi Co va Kha 1y tién
ra, toan 13 tién Ung Chinh. Lic nay cdch doi Ung Chinh khong xa 1dm, tién Ung
Chinh phd bi€n hon tién Thuan Tri rat nhiéu.

Tran Gia Lac néi: “Ta khong mang theo tién dong, dung tién cta Trudng
huynh cling dugc”.

Truong Triéu Trong néi: “Qua nhién Tran dudng gia khi khdi khac ngudi. Thé
12 c6 di bon dong tién Ung Chinh thdng bio rdi, Thuan Tri thong bio thi ding
ddng nay di. C6 lao huynh thdy c6 dugc khdng”?

C6 Kim Tiéu gian dit néi: “Khong ding Thuin Tri thong bdo. Trén ddong tién
¢6 chit Thuin Tri, Ung Chinh khédc nhau, s vao 1a biét”.

That ra chi ding dau ngdn tay sd trong khodnh khic ma phin biét may chir
nhd xiu trén dong tién khdng phai 1a dé. C& Kim Tiéu bi€t vy nhung vin nghi
ngd, bén dé nghi: “Trong tay Truong huynh cé mdt dong Ung Chinh diic bing dong
tring, con bon dong kia bing dong vang. Vay ai bit dugc ddng tién tring sé di du
sO1”.

Truong Triéu Trong ngin ra mot chiit, rdi mim cudi néi: “Cit theo y ki€n clia
huynh. Chi s¢ van 12 huynh phai di nu6i s6i”. Ho Truong khé& van kinh vao ngén
tay, uén dong tién mau tring hoi cong mdot chit, rdi tron chung vao bon dong mau
vang.

C6 Kim Tiéu gian dit néi: “N€&u hai chiing ta déu khong tring thim, chic sé&
phai ddnh nhau mot trdn”.

Truong Triéu Trong ddp: “Puong nhién ta s& dén ti€p huynh”. Hin b nim
dong tién d6 vao tdi cda Kha Hop DPai, lai néi: “Ba ngudi cdc vi 14y trude di, sau
dé dén ta, rdi cudi ciing 12 Tran duong gia. VAay thi khdng s¢ gian doi nita chii”?

Hin nghi thim: “Du phdi chon mot trong hai dong tién, ta vin chic chin boc
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dugc dong vang. Thing 16i ho Tran tinh khi kiéu ngao, nhat dinh khong gianh bdc
truGc minh”.

Ho Truong dé nghi nhu th€, di nhién Quan Pong tam ma khong phdn bic gi
nita. TAt Nhat Loi bdo: “Lao Ta! Ngudi boc trude di”.

Kha Hop Pai ciing néi: “Lio Pai! Huynh bdc trude di”.

Truong Triéu Trong mim cudi néi: “Boc trude boc sau ciing vay thdi, hoan
toan khong c6 gi khic biét”.

Thay trong thdi di€m song chét ma Truong Triéu Trong van v clng trdn tinh,
cudi néi ty nhién, Quan Pong tam ma khong khdi thdn phuc diing khi ctia hin.

Kha Hogp DPai thd tay vao tdi. Hodc Thanh Pong dot nhién dung ti€ng Mong
C6 kéu 1én: “Pirng 13y cdi bi cong”.

Kha Hgp Pai ngin ra mot chit, sd tdi dong dau tién thi ding 12 hdi cong, bén
chon mot ddng khdc. Khi y 1dy ra xem thi ding 12 mdt dong tién mau vang.

Thi ra trong Iic nim ngudi ban bac bdc thim, Hoic Thanh Pong ditng bén
binh tinh xem xét, da thdy Truong Triéu Trong van ndi luc bé cong ddng tién.
Nang thdy trong Quan Pong tam ma thi Kha Hgp DPai 1a ngudi dang hoang nhat.
Trugc diy C6 Kim Tiéu bit dugc nang toan cudng hi€p, Kha Hgp Pai da tirng ra
sttc cdn tr§. Phen nay ciing chinh y cdt ddt diy tréi cho nang. Vi th€ nang diung
ti€ng Mong C6 bdo cho Kha Hgp Pai biét d€ tra on.

Ngudi tht hai bdc thim 12 C6 Kim Tiéu. Kha Hop Pai dung tié€ng 16ng cla
hic dao & Quan Pong ma néi: “Pirng c6 xoay vong”!

Cau nay c6 nghia 12 “Dirng 1dy cdi cong”! C6 Kim Tiéu va Tat Nhat Loi gian
dit li€c nhin Truong Triéu Trong, thAm nghi: “Qud nhién tén ndy da gid tro”! Hai
ngudi da bi€t bi mat bén trong, duong nhién déu chon dudc ddng vang.

Tran Gia Lac va Truong Triéu Trong nghe Hodc Thanh Pong néi ti€ng Mong
C6, rdi lai nghe Kha Hop Pai néi ti€ng 16ng, déu chang hi€u gi. Trén mit ci hai
déu 16 vé nghi hodc. Tran Gia Lac nhin Hoidc Thanh Pdng ra y hdi, Huong Huong
cong chia bén néi: “Ping 14y cdi bi cong”.

Ho#c Thanh Pdng ciing dung ti€ng Hb6i ma néi: “Pong tién mau tring da bi
tén nay udn cong roi”.

Trin Gia Lac nghi: “Chiing ta dang tim k& d€ r&i khdi ddy. Bay gid d&n phién
tén gian tic ndy bdc thim, nhit dinh hin s& chon dong mau vang khong bi bé
cong, d€ lai ddng tring cho ta. Ta khong chdi dugc, phai ra ngoai du bay sé6i, hai ti
mudi doi di theo. VAay 1a chiing ta bi ép phai di, chiing nha't dinh khong nghi ngd”™.

Truong Triéu Trong thi nghi: “Phen nay ngudi phdi l1am thic 4n cho bay séi
roi. Chét dirng trach ta nhé”! Hin tho tay vao tdi Kha Hop Dai.

Tran Gia Lac dot nhién thAy C6 Kim Tiéu givong mit 1én nhin Hoidc Thanh
DPong day vé thém thudng. Chang chgt nghi: “Nhat dinh chiing s& dung vii luc giff
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lai, khong d€ hai co6 nay di theo ta. Thé thi hdng bét”!

Tay cia Truong Triéu Trong da thd vao trong tdi, TrAn Gia Lac khong con
thdi gian d€ suy nghi nita, voi kéu lén: “Truong huynh 14y déng cong di! Pdng
khong cong dé€ lai cho ta”.

Truong Triéu Trong gidt minh rut tay vé, hdi: “Céi quéi gi ma cong v6i khong
cong”?

Tran Gia Lac néi: “Trong tdi con hai ddng tién, mot dong da bi huynh bé
cong. Ta mudn 14y dong khong cong”. Chang vira néi vira dua tay vao tii cia Kha
Hop Pai ldy dong vang ra, mim cudi néi: “Huynh ty 1Am ty chiu, gitt lai dong ti€n
mau tring d6 cho minh di”.

Sdc mit ciia Truong Triéu Trong thay ddi hin, 1ap tic tudt trudng ki€m ra
khéi v8, hét 1én: “Vira roi da néi 1a ta boc thim trudc, sao nguoi lai tranh gianh”?
Hin ra chiéu Xuin Phong Phat Liéu ddm vao c6 Tran Gia Lac.

Trin Gia Lac cii xudng trdnh, dua hai ngén tay ra di€m vao huyét Thién Pinh
trén c6 hdn. Truong Triéu Trong khong thém 1ui tranh, trd ki€m lai lugt mot
dudng, ra chiéu Ta Duong Nhat Mat chém vao ngén tay Trin Gia Lac. Trin Gia
Lac ciing khong tranh né ma xoay ngugc c6 tay lai, ngén dt va ngén cdi di 4m
thAm kep 14y thanh dodn ki€m dua ra. “Keng” mot ti€ng, trudng ki€m clia Truong
Triéu Trong gdy lam doi, dodn ki€m tién da luét vé phia trudc.

Truong Triéu Trong thdy 4nh t& quang nhodng 1én, han khi ning né ép tdi
mit minh. Hin gip nguy, nhung ddnh liéu trong chd nguy ma tim thing, vung nim
ngén tay ra chup t6i cip mit Tran Gia Lac. Chiéu nay 1gi hai vo cling, Tran Gia
Lac vdi dua cdnh tay trdi ra d3, dodn ki€m chdm lai mot chit. Thé 12 Truong Tri€u
Trong thodt than, vdi tung ngudi nhady 1ui ra sau ba budc.

Quan Pong tam ma va Hodc Thanh Pdng thdy hai ngudi nay xuat thi nhanh
nhu dién chép, chiéu nao ciing suyt tring khong thé chen thém sdi téc, khong khdi
vura thdn phuc vira kinh hai.

Trin Gia Lac thira thing xdng 1én, nhdy x6 téi. Truong Triéu Trong tay khong
binh khi, dot nhién ném nita ciy trudng ki€m vé phia Hodc Thanh Pong. Tran Gia
Lac s¢ nang dang b&énh khong c6 stic tranh né, bén bay téi nhu tén can trudc mat
nang, dua tay vd vao chudi ki€m mot cdi. Nita cay trudng ki€m lap tdc rdi xuéng
dat.

Nao ngd day 1a k& duong dong kich tdy. Du dugc Tran Gia Lac nhdy dén chd
Hodc Thanh Pdng, Truong Triéu Trong ldp tic tung ngudi dén bén Huong Huong
cong chia, tim 14y hai tay nang rdi quay mit lai hét 1én: “Ra ngay”!

Tran Gia Lac ngin ra, ditng chan lai. Truong Triéu Trong lai quit: “Nguoi ma
khong di thi ta phdi quing cd gdi ndy ra nudi bay sé6i”. Hin xdch Huong Huong
cong chia 1én qud mot vong trén khdng trung, chi ciAn budng tay 12 nang lap tic
bay ra khoi vong lira.
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Bién dién qué bat ngd, Tran Gia Lac cdm thdy mdt ludng mau néng tir gita
nguc trdi 1én, tAm tri r6i loan, mat hét chii y. Truong Triéu Trong lai la 1én: “Nguoi
mau mau cudi ngua ra ngoai, du bay séi rdi khdi day”.

Tran Gia Lac biét tén gian tic nay ddc 4c v cuing, dim néi ddm Iam. Tinh
th& da vay, chang chi con cdch thdo diy cuong budc con ngya tring ra, tir tif tréo
1é€n yén.

Truong Tri€¢u Trong dua Huong Huong cong chia 1€n cao xoay mdt vong nita,
hd 16n: “Ta d€m dé&n ba, néu ngudi chua ra khdi vong Ira thi ta s& quang né ra
trudc. Mot... hai... ba”...

Chit “ba” clia hidn vira ra khdi miéng, da tha'y hai con ngua dong thdi phéng ra
ngoai vong Iia.

Thi ra nhan ldc tam ma lo nhin Tran Gia Lac va Truong Triéu Trong, Hodc
Thanh Pdng 1én cit dit diy cudng mot con ngua khic, tréo 1én yén, cam 14y mot
canh ciy dang chdy rdi giuc ngua vot ra ngoai. Nang tham nghi: “Huynh 4y vira
liéu mang vi minh, tay khong di vio bay s6i. Bdy gid minh liéu minh vi huynh Y.
Khong cin di tdi c6 thanh 1am chi, ¢t d€ bay s6i d6i trong sa mac cin minh ra
thanh tirng manh cho xong chuyén. Mong ring huynh 4y va Kha Tu L& c6 thé thoat
hi€m d€ tim dugc hanh phic chung than”.

Ngay lic d6, Tran Gia Lac ciing tung ngua nhdy ra ngoai vong ltra. Quan
DPo6ng tam ma dong thanh la 16n. Trin Gia Lac tdm 14y hai con s6i d6i dang phéng
tdi trudc mit, xdch ¢d quing vdo trong. Pui phai chang ép sit 1én cd con ngua
tring, dui trdi nhAn manh vao bung né. Con ngwa nay that 1a linh min, bén quay
ngudi lai. Tran Gia Lac dua miii ban chin khé& nhin 1&én c¢6 ngua, con ngua tring
lién hi mot ti€ng dai, co bon chian 1én cao nhdy vao trong thanh lia.

Trong ti€ng hét clia Tran Gia Lac, hai con s6i d6i phéng vao Truong Triéu
Trong. Ho Truong nhin thdy hai hAm ring nhon h4 hdc trudc mit minh, chi con
ciach dé Huong Huong cdng chia xudng, ddo ngudi tranh né. Tran Gia Lac phong
ngay mot loat quin cd, cti xudng vuon tay ra dm 14y hong Huong Huong cong
chiia. Chang kep hai dii mot cdi, con ngua tring lién bay trd ra ngoai vong ltta.

Truong Triéu Trong ding canh ban tay chém xudng, dinh guc mot con séi roi
nhdy x6 theo Tran Gia Lac. Trong lic gip rit, may con ¢ vay phdt xa chiang
chinh xdc gi, déu bi hin tranh né hét.

Truong Triéu Trong dudi dai ngudi bay t&i, vira tranh 4m khi vira tin cong
dich tha. Tay trdi hin chup dugc cdi dudi con ngya tring, dung sitc dinh kéo né lui
trd lai. Nhung than thé hin dang 10 lting trén khong, khong c¢6 chd tua d€ van kinh.
Con con ngua tring lai khde vO cling, c phi t6i trude, kéo theo hin ra khdi vong
Itra.

P6i chian Truong Triéu Trong dang & trén cao, van c6 thé xoay tr§ dudc. Hin
dinh nhdy 1&én lung ngua rdi sé ra tay doat 14y Huong Huong cdng chiia, nhung dot

Mai Hoa Trang 617

i n/ta Xuaf éan
Nhat Chi Mai théng 8 néim 2004 viellziem.com




o~ 5 3 = :Z)an/t st yudt cao db on ld CJLC/l il
* A A8 3 I’Lguyen C : gLa
@hu ﬁwm (Att Ciru %ﬂl}t juy;/jin’(éi hao kigt ~ Kim Dung  Doéng Hai

nhién cdm thay mot ludng gié thdi tdi sau lung. Bi€t 1a c6 chuyén, hin lap tic thay
ddi tu the, 16n thém mot vong. Tran Gia Lac cAm dodn ki€m dam vao lung hin,
twdng 12 chdc chin thanh cong, ndo ngd vd cOng tén ndy trén ca tuyét vdi, dang §
trén khong ma trong chép nhodng van quay ngudi lai dudc. Sau d6 chang thdy hin
dap nhe 1&n dau mot con s6i, nhdy trd lai vao trong vong lira.

Ho#c Thanh Pdng tay vung ngon dudc di chay vao giita bay séi tir 1au, Trin
Gia Lac vdi giuc ngya dudi theo. Nhiéu con s6i phong t6i cdn dudng, nhung khong
bi dodn ki€m dam tring y&t hau thi cling bi x€o mAt phan mdm. Thanh bdo ki€m
d6 cit xudng ngot nhu cit rau, bén khong thé t3.

Hai con ngua chi trong choc 14t da chay ra khdi vong vay, nhanh chéng phi vé
huéng Tay. Bay séi khong chiu budng tha, kéo nhau rudt theo sau. Ngua chay
nhanh hon s6i rat nhi€u, chdp nhodng da bd bay séi lai sau may dim. Mudn chay
khoi vong vay ciia bay s6i khong phai 1a chuyén khé, ma khé 1a & chd khdng thodt
khéi su truy dudi ngay dém khong ngirng nghi ctia chiing.

Ba ngudi tam thdi thodt hi€m, xudng ngua nghi ngoi mot chiit. Hoan hi khong
nén ndi, cd ba bat gidc 6m chim 14y nhau. Mit Hoidc Thanh Pdng chdt dd 1én,
nang khé& d4y cdnh tay Tran Gia Lac ra rdi 1én ngua chay ti€p vé huéng Tay.

Hai ngua ba ngudi di khong bao lau thi mit c4t dan dan cé nhiéu ting d4,
dudng di khic khuyu hon. Ngdng mit nhin 1én thdy ngon ndi d6 khong xa 1im,
nhung di trén mat dat thi cd vong véo, mii dén trdi t6i van con thdy dinh ndi mau
tring dung ding trudc mit. Hodc Thanh Pong néi: “Mat thu viét 1a ¢d thanh dugc
ki€n tric xung quanh ngon ndi ngoc. Tir diy d€n d6 chic khong t6i mudi dim”.

Ba ngudi xudng ngua nghi ngdi, 14y nudc cho nguwa uéng. Tran Gia Lac khong
ngdt vudt ve bdm con ngua tring, thim nghi: “Né&u khong nhd thin luc clia con
tudn ma nay, du minh chay dudc ra ngoai thi Huong Huong cong chia van con
trong tay bon gian tic. Thé& thi minh nhat dinh phdi quay tré vé vong Itra”,

Hodc Thanh Déng lai nghi t6i lic dm Tran Gia Lac vira rdi, mit dé tng lén.
Bay gid tinh th& kha quan hon, di nhién nang khong tinh tdi chuyén liéu chét bio
on nhu vira roi nita.

Nghi ngoi chdc 14t, sitc ngua hdi phuc, xa xa da nghe ti€ng séi tru. Tran Gia
Lac néi: “Pi th6i”! r6i nhdy 1én lung con ngua kia. Hoic Thanh Pdng nhin chiang
mot cdi 12 hi€u y ngay, bén cudi chung con ngua tring véi mudi mudi, ti€p tuc di
vé huéng Tay.

Pém lanh, tring trong nhu nuéc, ngon nidi tring nhin nhu mot thdi ngoc khong
chiit i v&t. Huong Huong cdng chiia nging 1én nhin, néi v6i Hoic Thanh Pong:
“Mudi dodn la trén dinh ndi nay phdi c6 than tién. Ti ti c6 nghi nhu vay hay
khong?

Ho#c Thanh Pdng tay phdi cAim diy cuong, tay trdi 8m mudi mudi, mim cudi
n6i: “Ching ta cit di xem thit. Khong bi€t 12 tién nam hay tién nit diy”?
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Cudi duia mot lic, béng nidi di d6 trén ngudi ho. Ba ngudi ngdng nhin dinh
nii, dot nhién ndy sinh 1ong ton kinh thién nhién. Tran Gia Lac nghi: “Ngudi xua
c6 cau Cao son ngudng chi. Ba ngudi chiing ta vira gip dai nan ma khong chét, lic
nay nhin ndi non hiing vi con thdy dep hon nhiéu”.

Nhin thi twdng chi dua tay ra 1a s& dudc dinh nidi, nhung miy dim dudng cudi
cung lai gd ghé rat khé di. Pia th€ § day khdc han nhitng noi khic trong viing sa
mac, giita bdi cdt vang c¢6 1an nhitng tdng d4 nho 1én. Nhiéu chd d4 nhon 16m
chdm, ngua ciing khé budc.

Pi m4y dim nita thi con dudng bdng ré& v€ bén trdi, nhung chia thanh nim
ngd, khong bi€t ré ngd nao mdi 1a dudng ding. Tran Gia Lac néi: “Phifc tap thé
nay, chang trach ngudi ta phai lac dudng”.

Hodc Thanh Pong 14y t§ gidy ra soi dudi 4nh tring, xem mot lic rdi néi:
“Trong mat thu c6 viét, mudn d&n cb thanh thi phai theo dudng T4 tam hitu nhi”.

Tran Gia Lac ngac nhién hdi: “Thé nao 12 T4 tam hitu nhi? Trai ba phai hai
nghia l1a gi”?

Ho#c Thanh Pong lic dau: “Trong gidy khong néi rd”.

Dot nhién nghe ti€ng cd ngan cd van con séi cung tru thé thdm. Ti€ng tru kéo
dai mai khong dit, nghe bi ai cuc dd. Ba ngudi déu dung téc gdy lén.

Huong Huong cdng chiia héi: “Ching kéu gao thim thi€t nhu th&, khong biét
l1a vily do gi”?
Tran Gia Lac mim cudi ddp: “Chic ching dang d6i bung, ma khdng cé ai cho

~ 29

an .

Hodc Thanh Pong néi: “Pa gan gid Ty roi, by séi dirng lai d€ hi tring. Lt
nita chiing ngirng kéu, nhit dinh lai dién cudng dudi ti€p. Ching ta phdi nhanh
chong tim dudng di vao”.

Tran Gia Lac néi: “Nim con dudng & diy déu ré vé bén trdi. Mat thu viét 1a
T4 tam hitu nhi, vy ching ta thi di duGng thi ba.

Hodc Thanh Pdng néi: “Gid ti phia trudc 12 dudng cut thi Iui lai khong kip
nira”.

Tran Gia Lac néi: “Thé thi ba ngudi chiing ta chét chung mot chd”.

Huong Huong c6ng chida néi: “Hay qua! Ti ti, chiing ta di th6i”.

Ho#c Thanh Pdng nghe “ba ngudi chét chung mot chd”, trudc nguc cdm thiy
Am 4p, nhung khée mit bdng hdi uét. Nang kéo cuong ngua, quay dau di vao con
dudng thit ba.

Con dudng nay cang di vao siu lai cang doc 1én, hai bén 12 vdch d4 dung
déng, hién nhién do nhin cong d&o ndi ma thanh. Mot lic sau, bén phai lai xuit
hién ba nga ré. Hodc Thanh Pdng cd mirng néi: “Thodt roi

’,‘
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Tinh than ba ngudi phan chdn hin 1én, thic ngua di vao con dudng thit hai.
Nhat dinh rat nhiéu nim khong ai qua lai dudng ndy, c6 chd c¢d moc lit dau ngudi,
c6 chd hoan toan bi cat che khudt. Ba ngudi phdi xudng ngua d€ kéo hai con ngua
vudt qua nhitng dong cit cao. Tran Gia Lac tién tay khuin miy tdng d4 d€ trén
dong cét, cho bay s6i khé theo mdt chiit.

Sau mdt ddm, bén trdi phia trudc lai c6 nim ngd ré€. Huong Huong cong chia

77'

dot nhién kinh hai kéu 1én: “Cé mdt ddong xuwong kia™!

Tran Gia Lac xudng ngua quan sit, thA'y ro 1a hai cot clia mot ngudi va mot
con lac da. Chang thd dai néi: “Ngudi ndy nhit dinh 12 bi lac dudng, khong tim
dugc 181 ra nén bd xdc lai day”.

Ba ngudi lai theo con dudng thit ba di vao. Pudng cang ddc hon nita, nhu mot
tia sdng soi tr trén trdi xuéng. Khong khi nci ddy 4m u lanh 1€0. Bén dudng lai c6
mdt dong xuong tring, gita md xuong cé dnh siang 14p ldnh, thi ra 13 rit nhiéu
chiau ngoc. Hoic Thanh Pdng néi: “Ngudi nay di 14y dugc chiu bdu rdi, nhung
khong thé thodt ra ngoai”.

Tran Gia Lac néi: “Chiing ta di ding dudng ma van gip nhiéu hai ct nhu thé,
khong bi€t nhitng con dudng khic con ghé rgn dén thé ndo”.

Huong Huong cong chda rung minh néi: “Khi ra ngoai, chiing ta dirng mang
theo chau bau dugc khong”?

Tran Gia Lac mim cudi héi lai: “Mudi s¢ bon qui khong cho chiing ta di ra
phai khong”?

Huong Huong cong chda nin ni: “Ca ca hita véi mudi di”.

Tran Gia Lac nghe Am diéu diy vé diu dang, lién ddp: “Nhat dinh ta khong
mang theo chdu bdu dau. Mudi ctt yén tam”.

Chang nghi, da c¢6 hai m§y nhan & bén minh thi tit cd trAn chdu bdu vat trén
th€ gian don lai ciing khong bing dudc. Pot nhién chang cdm thdy hé then, tu
trach: “Sao minh lai nghi d€n cd hai ti mudi”?

Ba ngudi hét 1én cao lai xuéng thip, ré trai r& phdi gin tron mot dém, sip
sang thi ngudi ngua déu mét méi. Hoic Thanh Pdng 1én ti€ng dé nghi: “Nghi mot
lat di”!

Tran Gia Lac néi: “Ching ta ¢6 tim dudc nha ctfa roéi yén tdim ma ngd cho
ngon”. Hodc Thanh Pong gat dau dong y.

Pi ching bao 1au nita, dot nhién thay phia truc c6 khodng trong. Mit trdi clia
mdt ngdy méi bit dau 16 dang, cdnh tugng dep dé khong sao td dudc. Pinh ndi
bing bach ngoc ddm thiang Ién trdi, trude dinh ndi 12 mot diy cd ngan gian nha.
T4t cad déu d6 ndt cii k¥, khong con gian nao hoan chinh, nhung vin thdy dudc quy
md ki€n tric hiing vi, tudng tuong dudce thanh phd nim xua ra't phdn vinh,

Nha ctra san sit nhu bat dp, nhung ling tai nghe lai khong c6 chit Am thanh
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nao, thAm chi ti€ng chim hét ti€ng d&€ kéu ciing khong c¢6. Chua tirng gip phdi
quang cidnh ky la va ddng sg thé nay, ba ngudi déu bi khong khi tich mich 1am cho
khi€p ddm, thd ciing khong dim thd manh. Mot 14t sau Tran Gia Lac méi giuc
ngua di truGce vao thanh.

Noi nay cuc ky kho ciin, hoan toan khong c6 cdy cd. Ba ngudi ti€n vao mot
gian nha gin nhat. Khong bi€t da trdi qua bao nhiéu nim thang rdi, nhung phan
16n dd dac trong nha trdng vin nguyén ven. Huong Huong cong chia thdy dudi
nén c6 modt doi gidy hoa clia nit nhan, mau sic tudi tin. Nang khé kéu 1én mot
ti€ng, dinh cAm 1én d€ xem. Nao ngd vira dung tay vio, dodi giay lap tic nhiin ra
thanh bui, nang hoang sg nhay vdi ra xa.

Tran Gia Lac néi: “Pay 12 mdt thung liing, bon bé déu c6 ndi cao vay boc,
nén gié mua khong xAm nhap vao dudc. P dac & didy tuy d3 ngan nim ma vin
nguyén ven nhu vay, that 12 hi€m thay”.

Ba ngudi di doc dudng thdy rat nhiéu xuong tring. Pao thuong, ki€m kich, 4m
khi vuong vii lung tung. Tran Gia Lac néi: “Truyén thuyé&t thi n6i ¢d thanh bi mot
trAn bdo cat chdn vui, nhung xem ra khong phdi thé”.

Ho#dc Thanh Pdng gat dau: “Piing vay! Pau c¢6 diu tich clia bio cat? Trong
nhu da trdi qua mot trin 4c chi€n, toan bd dan cu trong thanh déu bi quin thu giét
sach”.

Huong Huong cong chda néi: “Ngoai thanh c6 ci trim cd ngan ngi ré, néu
khong bi€t bi quyét d€ vao thi ai cling phai lac dudng. Thé thi lAm sao quin dich
vao day dugc”?

Ho#c Thanh Pdng néi: “Nhat dinh 13 c¢6 gian t€ din vao”. Nang lai vao trong
nha, 14y tJ gidy ra trdi 1én ban dinh xem lai ti mi. Nao ngd c4i ban dé da muc, nhin
thi vin nguyén ven, nhung vira d€ tay ning mot chiit 13 d6 sip xudng ngay.

Ho#c Thanh Pdng nhiit tJ gidy 1én xem mdt lic rdi néi: “Nha clra & day chic
da hu hdng hét, khong chdng dd dudc by s6i 4y dau”. Trén mit thu ngodi chif ra
con c6 mot ban dd nhd. Nang chi vio mot diém trén ban dd rdi néi: “O trung tam
thanh phd ky hiéu chi chit nhu vay, chic 13 noi quan trong nhu cung dién hay thanh
tri gi d6. Noi d6 kién cd hon, ching ta t6i d6 d€ tranh bay s6i”.

Tran Gia Lac néi: “Hay 1im”!

Ba ngudi theo dudng vé trong ban dd chi din ma ti€p tuc di vé phia trudc.
Pudng si quanh qua queo lai nhu mdt mé cung, khi€n ngudi ta hoa cd mit. Néu
khong c6 ban do chi din thi khong sao tim d&én dé dudc.

bi khodng ntra gid thi dén trung tdm, ba ngudi khong khdi vo cling thit vong.
Thi ra d6 12 chan cia dinh ndi ngoc, chdng c¢6 cung dién hay thanh tri gi ca.

Ngoc phong nhin cang gin cang dep, tring nhu tuyé&t lai con sdng 14p 14nh,
toan khdi thuan khiét tuyét khong ti vét. Thg ngoc chi tim dugc mot thdi ngoc nhd
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la dd s6ng sung suéng sudt doi, th€ ma & ddy c6 nguyén mot ngon nii bing bach
ngoc thé niy. Ba ngudi ngang diu nhin 1én, déu thdy 1ong thanh thidn nhe nhom,
moi lo 4u bién hét. Ho déu thAm phuc su k¥ la ciia tao héa.

Trong khong khi ving ling, xa xa bdng truyén dén ti€ng hd clia bay séi.
Huong Huong cong chia kinh hii kéu 1én: “BAy s6i dén roi! Ching 1& chiing ciing
c6 mat thu chi dudng hay sao”?

Tran Gia Lac mim cudi néi: “Miii sé6i chinh 12 mat thu chi dudng cho chiing.
Chiing ta di doc dudng da d€ lai mui, bay s6i ddnh hoi ma dudi thi khong bao gid
trat”.

Hodc Thanh Pdng cling cudi: “Mudi thom tho nhu th&, dirng néi 1a s6i ma con
ngudi ciing c6 thé tim theo”...

Nang néi chua dit cAu bdng chi tay vio badn dd, hdi Tran Gia Lac: “Huynh
xem, diy rd rang l1a ngon ndi, sao trong ban dd lai vé nhi¢u dudng nhu vay”?

Tran Gia Lac héi: “Chang 1& bén trong ngon nidi nay trong rong, c6 thé di
vao’?

Ho#c Thanh Pdng néi: “Ngoai Iy do d6 thi khong con nguyén nhin nao khic.
Nhung 1am sao ma vao trong 4y dugc”? Nhin lai thi thdy ¢6 mdy chit gidi thich,
nang ben dich ra ti€ng Hdn: “Mudn vao trong cung thi tréo 1&én dinh ciy to, huéng
vé phia ndi thAn ma goi 16n ba 1an: “Ai long a ba sinh”.

Huong Huong cong chda hdi: “Ai long a ba sinh? Nghia la gi vay”?

Hodc Thanh Pdng ddp: “Chic 1a 4m hiéu. Nhung & diy diu c6 cAy 16n nao”?
Nang lai nghe ti€ng bay séi tru vang, lién bdo: “Chiing ta trén vao trong nha di”.

Ba ngudi quay lung, dinh t6i gian nha gan nh4t. Tran Gia Lac vira budc dudc
hai bugc thi tha'y dudi dat 16i 1én mot vat gi d6, hinh dang ra't ky la. Cdi xudng nhin
k¥, thi ra c6 nhiéu ré cidy chdng chéo 1&én nhau, 16 rang 1a mot goc cay rat 16n.
Chang bén goi to: “Chic 12 cdi cAy I6n § day”.

Hai chi em bu6c d&€n nhin, Hodc Thanh Pong néi: “Cdi cdy 16n khi xua, bay
gid chi con lai md ré nay. Tréo 1én ngon cAy ma hd 16n thi clra cung sé md; vay
cung dién nim trong ngon nii. Ching 1& diy 12 mot ciu phu chi? Hay 1a c6 phép
than tién™?

Truée nay Huong Huong cdng chia van rat tin vao thian tién, bén néi: “Di
nhién 1a c6 phép tién”.

Tran Gia Lac mim cudi néi: “N&u trong nii ¢6 ngudi nghe 4m hiéu ma khédi
dong cd quan, di nhién cra dong s€ md”. Chang kéu 16n ba 1dn: "Ai long a ba
sinh", di nhién l1a khong c6 ddng tinh gi. Moi ngudi khdong khdi bat cudi.

Huong Huong cong chiia n6i: “Pa bao nhiéu ndm rdi, chic ngudi trong nii da
ché&t hét”. Nang lai ngdng dau nhin 1én ngon nii roi néi: “Khong chirng cita dong
ngay trén nay. Ti ti va ca ca thf nhin xem, tdng d4 trén kia khong gidng nhu ban

Mai Hoa Trang 622 whiypaat b
Nhat Chi Mai théng 8 néim 2004 viellziem.com




o~ 5 3 = :Z)an/t st yudt cao db on ld CJLC/l il
* A A8 3 I’Lguyen C : gLa
@hu ﬁwm (Att Ciru %ﬂl}t juy;/jin’(éi hao kigt ~ Kim Dung  Doéng Hai

dap hay sao”?

Tran Gia Lac va Hodc Thanh Pdong nhin ra trén d6 cé vét tich do ngudi déo
got, déu rat vui mirng. Trin Gia Lac n6i: “P€ ta nhdy 1én xem thi”.

Chang cam cdy dodn ki€m, dé khi nhdy 1én vdch ndi. Lén cao dugc mot
trugng, chang 14y ki€m dim vao vdch ndi, mudn sic nhdy 1én thém mot trugng
nita 13 d&€n noi c6 thé dirng chan. Huong Huong cdng chida va Hoidc Thanh Pdng
cung lén ti€ng hoan ho.

Tran Gia Lac viy tay chao hai chi em r6i quay vdo quan sdt vdch nii. Dau
vét clia clra dong nhin rat rd rang, nhung bao nhiéu tang thuong bi€n doi, clra dong
da bi dat cdt nhét chit lai. Tran Gia Lac dung tay trdi nim chit mot tdng ngoc 15i
ra trén vach ndi, tay phdi dung dodn ki€m khéu din tirng manh dat d4 & clra dong
ra, hit xudng dudi. Chang bao lau, ctta dong da md ra.

Chang tho dau vao nhin, rdi chui vao trong dong, ngdi 14y chiu sdch trong tdi
ra, thdo nhitng sgi diy ndi lai cho dai, thong xudng phia dudi.

Ho#c Thanh Pdng cdt ddy vao lung mudi mudi, Tran Gia Lac tir tir kéo 1én.
Gan dén ctra dong, Huong Huong cong chia dot nhién kinh hai thét to. Trin Gia
Lac kéo manh mot cdi nhic nang 1én canh minh; tay phdi dua ra quang ngang
hong nang ma an ui: “Ping sg, dén noi rdi”.

Huong Huong cdng chiia van sg dén tdi mit, la 1én: “Séi! S6i”!

Tran Gia Lac nhin xu6ng, bdng thdy bdy tdm con séi dit da chay dén vdch
nii. Hoic Thanh Péng dang huy dong thanh trudng ki€m c6 stc chdng cu. Con
ngua tring hi dai 1én, chay khuit vao nhitng gian nha ctia c6 thanh.

Tran Gia Lac gd miy cuc d4 & bén cita dong, tif trén cao ném manh vao may
con s6i & gain Hodc Thanh Pong khi€n ching chay loan 1én. Chang lap tic thong
chau sach xuéng. Hoic Thanh Pdng s¢ minh mdi khdi bénh con yé&u, khong di stic
nim chit sdi diy, bén dua ki€m sang tay trdi mia Ién chong cu 1ii s6i, con tay phdi
18y chau sdch budc vao lung minh. Budc xong nang kéu 1én: “Pudc rdi”!

Tran Gia Lac van sic giat Hoic Thanh Pdng bay vot 1&én. Hai con séi d6i
ciing nhdy theo, Hoic Thanh Pdng vung ki€m chit dit ddu mot con. Con kia cin
tring chi€c giady ctia nang khong chiu nhd, Huong Huong cong chia s¢ hdi kéu thét
1én. Hoiac Thanh Déng 1o 1trng trén khong, co chan dé kéo con séi lai gﬁn, mua
ki€m chiit dit ddi con s6i. Nita dudi con séi rdt xudng, nita trén van cin chit chiéc
giay, rdi dudc kéo 1én cling vdi nang.

Tran Gia Lac d& nang ngdi yén, dinh g& nita con s6i ra, nhung khong g& dugc.
Chang lién hdi: “Mudi di bi cin tring chua”?

Hodc Thanh Pong chau may néi: “May ma chua tring”. Nang cam 14y thanh
dodn ki€m trong tay chang, chit dit mom s6i. Thi ra hai hAm ring sé6i khong chi
cin ngap vao chi€c giay, c6 mot it mau chdy ra.
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Huong Huong cong chda kéu 1én: “Ti ti! Chan clia ti ti bi thuong rdi”. Nang
thdo gidy cho chi, xé mdt manh vat 40 dé bé lai vé&t thuong. Trin Gia Lac quay di,
khong ddm nhin ban chdn dé trin tring mudt cia Hoidc Thanh Pdng.

Bing b6 vét thuong xong, Huong Huong cong chida chi may ngan con séi dang
chay loan xa & dui ma ming: “Bon hu hdng nay di cdn dau chan cda t t ta. Ta
s& khong thuong x6t bon mi nita”! Tran Gia Lac va Hodc Thanh Pong khong khdi
mim cudi.

Ho quay dau nhin vao trong son dong, nhung toi thui khong thiy gi cd. Hoic
Thanh Pdng 14y modi Ifa ra vy cho chdy 1én, nhung vira soi vao dong thi tit ngay.
Thi ra nén dong thdp hon bén ngoai rit nhi€u, sdu t6i mudi bdy mudi tdim trugng.
Tran Gia Lac n6i: “DPong nay da rat 1au khong thdng gid, chua xudng dugc dau”.

Qua mot hoi, nghi ring chuéng khi bén trong da bay ra phan 16n roi, Tran Gia
Lac mdi néi: “Pé€ ta xudng trudc xem thi”.

Hodc Thanh Dong néi: “Xudng dudi d6 rdi, mudn trd 1én khdong phadi chuyén
dé”.

Tran Gia Lac mim cudi néi: “Khong 1én dugc thi § ludn dudi day”. Hodc
Thanh Pong d4 mit quay ngoit di, khong ddm nhin vao mit chang.

Tran Gia Lac cdt chic chidu sdch vao mdt mo d4 10i ra, rdi theo sgi ddy ma
tudt xudng. P&n cudi sdi day thi con cdch mit dat chirng mudi trugng. Chang men
theo vach d4 lai tudt xudng may trugng nita, rdi nhe nhang budng ngudi xudng nén
da't chidc chin.

Chang thod tay vao boc tim mdi Ifa, chgt nhé hdm qua minh liéu mang v6i Co
Kim Tiéu giita by séi di dung hét rdi, bén ngdng 1én goi 16n: “C6 modi lka d6
khong™?

Hodc Thanh Dong ném xudng, chang dén I1dy rdi thip sdng 1én. B6n mit hang
nay déu Ia bach ngoc, éng 4nh 1&én dudi 4nh Itta. Dudi dat c6 may cdi ban gh&, 4n
tht thi vAn con chic chin. Thi ra son dong nay kin mit, khong thong gié nén dd vat
trong dong khong bi muc nat. Trin Gia Lac bé mot c4i chan ban, d6t 1én nhu mot
ngon dudc.

Chi em Hodc Thanh Pdng nhin xuéng dué6i thid'y dot nhién sing hon, r6i nghe

""

Tran Gia Lac goi: “Xudng day di”!

Hoidc Thanh Pong bdo: “Mudi mudi! Mudi xudng trudc di”.

Huong Huong cong chiia nim sgi day tir tir tudt xuéng. Thay Tran Gia Lac
dang rong hai tay ding dudi, nang nhim mit budng ngudi, lap titc cdm thiy hai
canh tay rin chic 6m 14y than thé minh rdi nhe nhang dit xudng. Ti€p d€n Hodc
Thanh Pdng nhdy xudéng. Khi Tran Gia Lac 6m 14y, nang hS then d€n dé mit tia
tai.

Lic nay ti€ng hd clia by s6i & ngoai van cé thé nghe thdy, nhung khong 16
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nita. Tran Gia Lac nhin thdy trén vdch nii bach ngoc c6 ba béng ngudi. Hai bén
minh 12 hai tuyét th€ giai nhan, phdn chi€u 1&én 4nh ngoc lai cang diém 1é khic
thudng. Ba ngudi dang & trong 1ong son dong, hoa phiic ra sao thi chua biét dugc,
nhung trong ddi gip chuyén ky ngd thé nay la hing thd 1im roi.

Huong Huong cong chiia thdy son dong nay dep dé, hoan hi dot thém mot cdi
chan gh& nita, cAm di vé phia trugc. Tran Gia Lac lai bé thém bdy cdi chin ghé,
chia cho ba ngudi cAm trén tay. Pi qua mdt con dudng ham rat dai thi phia trudc c6
vach ndi cdn dudng, dudng nhu da dén chd tin ciing roi.

Tran Gia Lac kinh hai thAm nghi: “Ching 1& hét dudng di rdi hay sao? Ti€n
ciing khong dudc, Iui ciing khdong xong, nhu vay ta phdi lam gi”’? Chang thiy &
cudi dudng ham c6 chd nhap nhdy phdt ra 4nh hoang kim. P&n gan thi ra d6 12 mot
bo 4o gidp bing vang, che chd cho mot bo xuong kho.

Bd 4o gidp nay dudc ché tao rat tinh t&, Huong Huong cong chda néi: “Hoi
con sdng, ngudi nay nhat dinh 12 qui toc hay dai quan gi day”.

Ho#c Thanh Pdng thdy trudc nguc do gidp c6 khic mot con lac da cé cédnh,
bén noéi: “Khdng chirng dng 4y con 1a qudc vuong hay hoang tif nita. Nghe néi, thdi
xua phdi 1a qudc vuong méi dude ding lac da cé canh 1am huy hiéu”.

Tran Gia Lac néi: “Thé thi ciing gidng nhu con rong & Trung Tho”.

Chang don 18y ngon dudc tir tay Huong Huong cong chiia, xem thit trén vach
d4 c6 rdnh cira hay diu v€t ¢ quan gi khong. Vira dua ngon dudc 1én 1a 1ap tic
nhin thAy mot cAy bida bing vang cdn dai, & cich bd 4o gidp vang khodng sdu
thu6c. Cdn biia dang cim vao mot cdi vong dé 1am chdt ctra. Hodc Thanh Pdng ci
mirng néi: “Cilra diy rdi”!

Tran Gia Lac dua ngon dudc cho nang, riit cy biia vang ra. Nhung vong ctta
bang sit, gi sit dd bdm chit vdo cdn bia khong sao rit ra dudc. Chang phai dang
thanh dodn ki€m d€ cao bdt gi sit, rdi diing ca hai tay rit cdn bda ra. Cam trén tay
thay rat ning, ching mim cudi néi: “N€u vi qudc vuong kia dung cAy bia nay lam
binh khi, thi qua 13 than lyc kinh ngudi”.

Bén phdi cdnh ctta da con c¢6 bon cdi vong ctfa nita, dugc chot lai bing nhitng
cdi giéng sit rat to, dai tdi hai thudc. Chang cao bét gi sit rdi cay chdt ra, nim
vong ctra thit kéo vao bén trong thi hoan toan khong thd'y nhic nhich. Thit van stic
d4y ra phia ngoai, thi cdnh cita 16n biing ngoc thach kéu kén ket may ti€ng roi hé
md. Clra day t6i mot trugng, gidong nhu mot tdng d4 16n chin dudng hon 12 mot
canh ctra.

Ba ngudi nhin nhau, déu 16 vé mirng r8. Tay phai Tran Gia Lac dua cao ngon
dudc, tay trdi cAm dodn ki€m di vio ctfa truGc. MSi bude dugec mot bude da nghe
sOt soat dudi chin, thi ra minh vira dap vun mot dong xuong kho. Chang dua cao
ngon dudc soi xung quanh, thiy day 12 mot con dudng ham vira dai vira hep, chi lot
mdt ngudi di qua. Pao ki€m viit lung tung, xuong kho day dat.
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Hodc Thanh Pong chi vao mit sau cdnh ctra ma néi: “Huynh xem kia”.

Duéi 4nh dudc, tha'y r& mit sau cdnh clra 16i 16m nham nhd, c6 rat nhiéu vét
dao got déo. Tran Gia Lac kinh hdi néi: “Nhitng ngudi bén nay da bi 6ng vua kia
khéa ctra nhét lai. Ho ¢ ging pha cita, nhung clra qud day, ngoc thach qud ciing
nén danh chiu chét”.

Hodc Thanh Pong néi: “Cho di ho c6 miy chuc cdy dodn ki€m I¢i hai ciing
khong thé nio pha cinh cita ngoc d6 sd nhu mot ngon niii nhd nay”.

Tran Gia Lac néi: “Nhat dinh ho d3 ngdi day tinh di moi c4dch, nhung rdt cudc
thi moi ngudi tuyét vong ma chét”..

Huong Huong cong chuaa voi kéu 1€n: “Théi! Pung ndéi nita, dung ndi nita™...
Tinh cdnh d6 qud ddi thé thim, ning khong dd stc nghe ti€p. Tran Gia Lac gugng
cudi, im ldng khong néi nita.

Ho#c Thanh Pdng néi: “Tai sao dng vua kia khong di ra ngoai ma lai ding
gitt canh ctta, chiu chét chung vdi nhitng ngudi nay? That 12 khong sao hi€u dugc”.
Nang lai mé bin dd ra xem, mirng r& néi: “Pi hét con dudng nay sé t6i mot gian
dai sanh”.

Ba ngudi chim chim ti€n 1én, budc qua nhitng dong xuong tring. Qua hai
khiic quanh thi phia trudc qua nhién xuat hién mot tda dién 16n. Di t6i cira dién, ho
thay trong dai dién chd nao ciing c6 hai c6t, dao ki€m rét lung tung, nha't dinh nim
xua d3 c6 mot phen dc chién. Huong Huong cong chia thd dai néi: “Khdng hi€u
tai sao ho phdi 4c ddu nhu th€? Moi ngudi binh yén vui vé sdng qua ngay khong
phdi t6t hon hay sao”?

Ba ngudi di vao dai dién, Tran Gia Lac dot nhién cdm thdy mot ludng dai luc
kéo manh thanh dodn ki€m trén tay, roi “keng” mot tié€ng, dodn ki€m rdi khdi tay
cim xudng dat. Pong thdi ciy trudng ki€m trén ngudi Hodc Thanh Pong ciing diit
mat diy deo, roi xuéng nén dién. Ba ngudi hodng s¢ nhdy lui lai. Hoic Thanh
Pdéng cii xudng dinh nhit thanh ki€m, nhung vira khom xudng thi dot nhién miy
chuc hat Thi€t lién t trong boc bay vot ra ngoai, rdi leng keng xudng dat.

Tinh hinh nay that 1a ddng sd. Tran Gia Lac voi dua tay trdi kéo Huong
Huong cong chiia, tay phdi kéo Hoidc Thanh Pong nhdy liii miy budc. Chang ding
chin phia trudc hai c¢d gdi, bit chéo song chudng trudc nguc, tAp trung don dad,
nhung dgi mai ma khong thd'y dong tinh gi nira.

Tran Gia Lac ding ti€ng Hdi ho 16n: “Ba ngudi bon van bdi dé€n diy d€ tranh
né bay séi, hoan toan khong c6 y dinh gi khdc. Néu c6 chd nao mao pham, xin tha
16i”. Hoi 1au vain khong c6 ti€ng tra 15i.

Tran Gia Lac nghi: “Chd nhan noi diy khong bié€t ding loai cong phu gi ma
ciach khong doat hét binh khi clia ching ta, hit dudc cd Thiét lién tif trong boc 4o.
Cong phu cao thAm nhu th&, khong nhitng ta chua tirng thd'y ma ciing chua nghe ai
néi dén”.
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Chang lai 16n ti€ng ho: “Xin qui chld nhan hién thin, d€ bon vin bdi tham
ki€n”. Chi nghe thdy tir hau dién vong lai ti€ng vang, ngoai ra khong con ti€ng
dong gi khac.

Hodc Thanh Pdng bét sg, lai budc dén nhit ki€m. Nao ngd cdy ki€m dé
giong nhu bi ddn xudng nén, tdn rat nhiéu stic méi cAm 1én dude, nhung 16ng tay 12
lai bi hiit rdi xudng dat.

Tran Gia Lac chot hi€u ra, 16n ti€ng la 1én: “Dudi nén c6 tir thach”.
Ho#c Thanh Pdng hdi: “Tir thach 12 cdi gi”?

Trin Gia Lac gidi thich: “Nhitng ngudi di bién c6 néi, & viing cuc bic c6 mot
qud nii goi 1a Pai Tir Son c6 thé hiit tit cd cdc loai sit trong thién ha. Nhitng kim
sit treo 1o Iltng déu bi né hit, nén méi chi vé huéng nam bic. Ho vuot qua dai
duong rong 16n ma khong bi lac, hoan toan dwa vao chuyén ndy ma ché ra la ban”.

Ho#c Thanh Pdng hdi: “Vay 1a dudi dat c6 tir thach, nén 4m khi binh khi clia
ching ta méi bi hit hay sao”?

Tran Gia Lac néi: “Nhiéu phan la nhu vay. Hay thi lai xem”.

Chang nhit cdy dodn ki€m 1én, cAm chung véi mot cdi chan ghé&. Tay vira th3
16ng 12 cAy dodn ki€m Iap tdc bdn xudng dit, cim nghiéng vao mit dd, con chin
gh& biing gd thi hoan toan khong dong day. Tran Gia Lac néi: “Mudi xem, stic hit
cta tif thach that 1a khong nho™.

Chang lai nhit dodn ki€m 1&én, nim that chit rdi néi: “Xua kia Hoang P& da
ch€ tao ra Chi Nam Xa, di ding hu6ng trong suong mu day dic d€ dai pha Xi Vuu,
ciing vi hi€u dugc nguyén ly tir thach hit sit. Tai trf ciia ngudi xua that ding cho
ching ta nguéng m§”.

Chi em Ho#dc Thanh Pong khong biét Hoang P& 1a ai, Tran Gia Lac bén ké
lai so lugc.

Ho#c Thanh Pdng budc dugc may budc, lai kéu 1én: “Mau qua diy ma xem”!

Trin Gia Lac voi va bu6c qua, thdy nang chi vio mdt bd hai cot diing thang,
con dinh mot it y phuc chwa muc nat hét. BO xuong nay rit hoan chinh, tay phdi
nim mdt cdy ki€m mau tring cim vao 16ng nguc mot bd hai cot khiac ditng doi
dién. Nhat dinh nim xua y da dung cay ki€m tring nay giét chét ngudi kia.

Hoidc Thanh Pong néi: “PAy 12 mot thanh ngoc ki€m”.

Tran Gia Lac khé rit thanh ki€m ngoc d6 ra. Hai bd hai cot mat thing bing,
1ap titc rdi lich bich xuéng thanh mot dong xwong. Ludi thanh ngoc ki€m dudc mai
rat sic, khong khéic gi ki€m thép. Chi vi chat ngoc tuy citng nhung gion, dung cham
vdi binh khi kim loai dé bi chit gy, nén khong thuc dung 13m.

Sau d6 ho lai thd'y duSi nén dién c6 rat nhi€u vii khi 16n nhd dugc 1am bing
ngoc. Pao thuong ki€m kich thi gi ciing ¢6, nhung hinh dang c¢6 phan c¢6 qudi, khic
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han nhitng loai thudng thdy & Trung Thé. Tran Gia Lac dang thay la, Hoic Thanh
Poéng bdng néi: “Mudi hi€u roi”!

Nang dirng lai mot chit rdi ti€p: “Chd nhan tda dong nay da lo liéu ti mi, bd
tri nghi€ém ngat”.
Tran Gia Lac chua hi€u, bén hdi: “Thé nao”?

Hodc Thanh Pdng gii thich: “Ong &y nhd stc tir thach d€ hit hét binh khi
ctia dich, chuén bi sin cho bd ha cic loai binh khi 1am bing ngoc”.

Huong Huong cong chia chi mot bd hai c6t ¢6 boc gidp sit, kéu 16n 1én: “Ui
cha! Nhitng ngudi tAn cong vao day lai con mic gidp sit. Chic ho bi tir thach hit
ciing xudng nén, khdng sao bo diy dugc”.

Nang thdy ti ti vin ra vé suy nghi, bén hdi: “Tinh hinh rd rang 1im rdi, i ti
con suy nghi gi ntta”?

Hodc Thanh Pong néi: “Nhitng ngudi cAm ngoc ki€m cé thé dé dang giét
dich, ma sao ho ciing chét nhu bén ddi thi? Ta chua hi€u dugc”.

NhA't thdi Tran Gia Lac khong thé nghi ra. Hoic Thanh Pdng lai néi: “Chiing
ta ra phia sau xem thi”.

Huong Huong cong chda run giong goi: “Ti ti ding di”!

Hodc Thanh POng ngac nhién nhin lai, thiy sic mit em gdi c6 phan s¢ hii,
bén dua tay 6m ldy vai ma do: “Mudi dirng s¢! Khong chirng bén dé khong cé
ngudi chét thi sao”?

Phia sau dai dién la mdt gian dién nhd hon. Canh tugng trong dién nay lai
cang dé sg. May chuc bo hai c6t titng cip mot bim vao nhau, phan 16n vin ditng
thing nhu ldc s6ng. Mot nifa thi tay cam vii khi, mot nira tay khong. Trin Gia Lac
n6i: “Ho ché&t nhu thé, chic phai c6 nguyén do ky la”.

Hodc Thanh Pdng néi: “0 day toan la ngudi nay chém mot dao, ngudi kia
ddnh lai mot quyén, ché&t cing mot lic”.

Tran Gia Lac néi: “Cao thd vo 1dm quyét dau, néu cong lyc ngang nhau thi
ciing c6 khi dong quy v tin. Nhung nhiéu cip ciing chét nhu vay mot lic, that khé
ma giai thich”.

Ba ngudi di ti€p vao bén trong, qua mdt khiic quanh r6i ddy mdt canh cita nhd
ra, phia trudc dot nhién sdng han 1én. Mot ludng 4nh sdng tif vach nidi trén cao
may chuc trugng soi xudng. Noi nay dudc 4nh duong quang soi t6i sing 10a, nhin
ro 12 mot gian phong ngoc. Nhit dinh kié€n tric su nim xwa da ¢d y 14y 4nh sdng
thién nhién, chon ding vi tri dudi khe nidi ma bd tri gian ngoc that.

Anh ning dot nhién xudt hién, di chi mot tia nhd ciing dd 1am con ngudi phin
chan. Trong ngoc thit con ¢é giudng ngoc, ban ngoc, ghé€ ngoc, tit cd déu diéu
khic tinh t€. Trén giudng c6 mdt bd hai cot, trong gdc phong ¢ hai bd, mot 16n,

Mal Hoa Trang 628 n/ta Xuaf éan
Nhat Chi Mai théng 8 néim 2004 viellziem.com




o~ 5 3 = :Z)an/t st yudt cao db on ld CJLC/l 7
.n ‘ ] i nguyén lac ich gua
@hu ﬁwm (Att Ciru %ﬂl}t juyét,‘{fﬁfm’(éi hao kigt ~ Kim Dung  Doéng Hai

mot nhd.

Tran Gia Lac tit dudc r6i néi: “Ching ta nghi ngdi & day”.

Moi ngudi 14y luong kho va nuéc ra, dn udng chiit it. Hoic Thanh Pdng néi:
“Khong biét bay s6i s& chd dgi & ngoai kia dén lic nao. Ching ta thi gan vé6i
chiing, luong thuc va nudc udng phdi ti€t kiém mot chit”.

M4y ngay nay ba ngudi chua dudc thd 16ng mot khodnh khic nao, bay gid
dudc vao gian phong ngoc yén tinh nidy ho mdi thAy mét mdi khong chiu ndi. Chi
choc 14t, ci ba déu tva vao nhitng chi€c ghé& bing ngoc ma ngd that say.

00o0
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