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CHUONG 8

anh Nhu Bang trong thdy than thai nang thap phan déc y, khéng nhin
dugc phai héi:
—Trang su gi?
Cong Ton Ngoc Suadng tudi cudi dap:
—Ta mudn khi€n ngudi trong vd 1dm bd di truyén thdong «oan oan tudng
bao».
Lanh Nhu Bang thét:
—Y tudng tuy hay, nhung ké sach khé ma thanh.
Cong Ton Ngoc Suadng noi:
—Ban gian 1&m, néu nhu hau béi clia ho tudng tan ly do, biét ho dang chét,
ty nhién y niém bao cuu sé tiéu tan.
Lanh Nhu Bang tham nght: “Ldi nay that khéng sai, tuy phu mau chi ctiu bat

cdng dai thién, nhung néu mot ngudi da giét phu mau minh, lai khién minh tudng
rang ho dang chét, thi chuyén nay khéng phai rat don gian sao?”

Lai nghe Cong Tén Ngoc Suadng ndi tié€p:

—M06t nghin ndm nay, vo lam khéng thi€u ngudi tu phu tai ndng cao cudng,
6m mong tudng thédng nhat vo 1am, 1anh tu giang hd, nhung chua cé moét ngudi
nao thanh coéng, ta doc nhiing thu ky kiéu hiang hoéac bi kip vdo cong cla tai nhan
dé lai, cling khéng thi&u nhitng ngudi ¢ tai nang tucng ddi tu biét minh khé hoan
thanh gidc mdéng xung ba, chung quy ciing that bai, han nita dét nhién lai bai khi
sép slia thanh cong, trong ldong hét stic dau dén.

Lanh Nhu Bang hoi:

—C06 nuong mudn ndi budc tién nhan dung nén vo |lam ba nghiép chang?

Coéng Tén Ngoc Suadng hai:

—Nguoci nght ta khé thé ganh vac dai sy nay?

Lanh Nhu Bang dap:

—Dbuong thdi khong it tay kiéu hlng, tai nhan, muu luge day bung, thudng
khéng tu phat gidc dudc k& hoach chu déo clia minh cé nhiing diém so hd nhd,
nhat thgi phat dong tudng rang thanh céng, nhung chua cé mot ngudi nao kha di
c6 kha nang hoan thanh tam nguyén, thanh tyu ba nghiép.
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Coéng Ton Ngoc Suong mim cudi noi:

—bP06 1a vi ho da pham phai mot sai Iam that I6n dan dén bai vong.
Lanh Nhu Bang hoi:

—C0 nuang tu tin khndng pham sai 1am?

Coéng Tén Ngoc Suong néd mdt nu cudi dap:

—Puong nhién, ta da rut dugce nhiéu kinh nghiém ti ho, sao c6 thé ty minh
tai pham?

Lanh Nhu Bang thot:

—Thdi thé bién déi, xua nay bat déng, c6 nudng doc nhiing kinh nghiém xa
xua, chi sg khédng hgp thdi niia.

Cong Ton Ngoc Suadng cudi noi:

—Nhin khéng ra ngudi lai la mét nhan vat cé tai thao lugc nhu vay.

R&i nang cudi mot trang khanh khach that I16n, thot:

—BA4t quéa ta khdong can phai phi tdm, ta da c¢6 chudn bj tinh tién ky ludng,
cac phan da déu cé sé trudng riéng, vo lam ba nghiép chi la mét ngay gan day
thoi.

Lanh Nhu Bang thét:

—NE&u nhu Vuong c6 nuong nhin khdng quen sy ngdng cudng tan khoc cla
ngudi, khi€n nang ndi gian, truc dién ra giang hé tranh ba véi ngugi thi sao?

Coéng Tén Ngoc Suadng hdi:
—Nguci tin rdng nang ta cé thé tu thanh ma céng, duy tri tAnh mang u?
Lanh Nhu Bang dap:

—Vuadng Tich Huong kia cé chuyén gi khéng thé, chuyén sinh ti chi sg ciing
chang lam khé dugdc nang.

Cong Tén Ngoc Suadng tram ngam mot thoang, doan néi:

—Cho di nang ta may mén thanh céng, gili dudc tanh mang, ta cling khéng
can s¢ nang nia.

Lanh Nhu Bang kinh ngac hoi:
—Vi sao thé?

Cong Ton Ngoc Suadng dap:
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—Nang ta tuy hiéu biét bao la, tri muu trén ta mét bac, nhung luan vé vo
céng, khé ma chju néi mét chudng cia ta.

Lanh Nhu Bang hoi:

—Nguodi chdng phai da tiing thdy qua rdi sao?

Cong Ton Ngoc Sudng cudi nhat:

—Ngudgi con mudn che gidu cho nang ta nifa sao?

Doan nhd giong tié€p:

—Ta khé khan biét may méi bo tri duge mot anh hing dai hoi quy tap quan
hao bdn hudng vé Tu Chau, theo nhu muu ké cla ta, tat ca nhiing ngudi tham du,
mot nla bi giét chét, mét nlia sé than phuc, nhung Vuadng Tich Huong lai nhiing
tay vao qudy rdi lam cho k& hoach ma ta khé tam bé tri bay lau bi hdy di trong
mot ldc, lic dé ta bi mat tién co nén nhut nhué phong, duong nhién chang dam
cling nang ta déi dich.

Lanh Nhu Bang lap tic huéng lng:

—Khoéng sai! Nang dich thuc manh hon ngugi nhiéu.

Cong Tén Ngoc Sudng cudi nhe thét:

—RA4t ti€c nang ta than mang tuyét chiing khé thé tim ra linh dugc diéu tri,
khéng chét cling khong dudc, da thdi Iui mét van budc, toan tinh tap luyén ma
céng dé thoat khdi cai chét, nhung ciing khéng thé dam ba ngay 1a cé thé dai
thanh, ta cé du thdi gian dé thong dong bd tri, chd dén khi nang ta xudt nhap
giang hd, da khong thé theo kip ta, vé phudng thay déi cuc dién.

Lanh Nhu Bang thAm nghi: “Vuong c6 nuong qua nhién tinh khéng sali,
truyén nghé cho Vuong Thong Hué cén trd Cong Tén Ngoc Suong, khién nang ta
khé thé nhanh chéng dung thanh ba nghiép.”

Lai nghe Cong Tén Ngoc Suadng ndi tié€p:

—Hudng ho trudc khi nang ta luyén thanh ma coéng, ta hoan toan cé da thdi
gian dé truy tim ha sat.

Lanh Nhu Bang long da biét nii nhan nay tam tri linh xao, cang ndi chuyén
véi nang nhiéu cang 10 ra nhiéu co méat, tha nghe nhiéu nai it thi hon, lap tdc thot:

—Nguoi va Vuong cé nuong déu & duong kim vé 1am nhat didng nhan tai,
bat luan dau tri, ddu luc, ngudi khac déu khong thé xen vao, tai ha chang dam
ban luan.
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Cong Tén Ngoc Suadng thot:

—Nén ban vé nguoi.

Lanh Nhu Bang run Ién mét céi, hoi:
—Ban vé ta?

Cong Ton Ngoc Suadng dap:

—Khoéng sai, cho du ngudi khéng phai la dau nao cla bat ky bén nao trong
cudc chién vb 1am, nhung Ia mdt nhan vat khdng thé thi€u dudc.

Lanh Nhu Bang cudi ha ha mét trang, thot:

—C6 nudng da qua I6i, tai ha da nam trong tay c6 nuang, mudn giét lic nao
thi tuy tién, bat tat phai ban nia.

Coéng Ton Ngoc Suong mim cudi noi:

—N&u nhu cai chét clla ngudi cé gid tri, thi ta da chang can hao t6n tam
huyét gili nguai lai.

Lanh Nhu Bang cugi to:

—Ha ha! Lanh Nhu Bang ta cling cé cong dung I6n nhu thé, that 1a ngoai
su tudng tugng cua ta, xin dugc linh gido, xin linh gido.

Cong Tén Ngoc Suadng thot:

—Pugc! Chung ta khéng can quanh co, dé ta néi rd ra, ngudi tu xem xét.

Lanh Nhu Bang thét:

—T6t 1am! C6 nuang hay noi di.

Cong Ton Ngoc Suadng noi:

—PBan gidn 1am, chi can ngudi giup ta mot viéc.

Lanh Nhu Bang thét:

—Phai coi la viéc gi, néu nhu tai ha c6 thé déap ting, xin tuy y ¢d nuong phan
phd, néu nhu khéng thé dap tng, du cé nudng cé phan than toai c6t LAnh mé,
cung dung mong ta dap ung.

Coéng Ton Ngoc Suong mim cudi:

—Khéng c6 mét nam nhan nao dung truéc mat Céng Tén Ngoc Sudng ta,
dam té ra quéat cudng nhu nguai.

Lanh Nhu Bang thét:
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—Dbai trugng phu c6 chuyén nén lam c6 chuyén khéng nén, Lanh Nhu Bang
ta ty biét luan vé tai tri, v cong déu khong phai la déi th( cha cé nuong, nhung
van con mot diém khi khat.

Cong Ton Ngoc Suadng cudi khanh khach, noi:

—Puing ndi cliing quéa, nguoi chic da biét, ta c6 v sd phuong phap c6 thé
khi€n nguci phuc tung?

Lanh Nhu Bang thé ra that manh, thét:

—C06 nudng nhu muén thi uy véi tai ha thi ching ta khéng can ban luan nia,
c6 th( doan doc &c gi, cu thi trién ra di.

Coéng Tén Ngoc Suong dét nhién bién sdc, cudi mot ti€ng lanh 8o, thét:
—Mudn chét!
D6t ngo6t khdi than ding bat day.

Lanh Nhu Bang ty biét nang sap ha doc tha véi minh, &m tham van khi, gid
sén hiiu chudng, chi can Céng Tén Ngoc Sudng cé6 modt cli déng, lap téic nhanh
chéng dap vao thién linh cai minh. Chang ngung muc nhin lai, chi thdy Cong Tén
Ngoc Sudng méat day sdc gian, nhin ra phia bén ngoai. Lanh Nhu B&ng trong long
thodng dong, tham nghi: “Chang 1& an bai clia Vudng c6é nudng da bat thanh?”

Chang nhin theo anh mét cia Céng Ton Ngoc Suong, chi thdy hai chiéc
khoai thuyén dang ré nudc ti€n tdi, khdng ngan dudc ti€ng cudi nhd.

Coéng Ton Ngoc Sudng dua mat nhin LAnh Nhu Béng, hoi:

—Nguai cudi cai gi?

Lanh Nhu Bang dap:

—Xem ra, ngudi so véi Vudng cé nudng, ludn sai mét nuGc cG.

Cong Tén Ngoc Suadng lanh lun«hti» mot ti€éng, hoi:

—Ngudi nhan ra do la Vuang Tich Huong?

Lanh Nhu B&ang dang I6n tiéng cudi to, nghe giong nang, khong khdi rung
minh mot cai, khéng ndi nang gi nia.

Coéng Ton Ngoc Sudng gan giong:

—Ngugi cé mudn ki€n thic vo céng cla ta khong?

Lanh Nhu Bang thdm nght: “T4t nhién khéng phai la Vudng ¢é nuong, chang
biét l1a nhan vat nao?”
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Bong nghe Céng Tén Ngoc Sudng céat giong trong tréo quat to:
—Dung lai!

Hai chiéc khoai thuyén dang phong nhu bay sat bén, dét ngdt nging lai.
Cong Tén Ngoc Suadng lap tic budc ra bén ngoai. Nang budc gan sat clia, dot
ngdt xudt moét chi diém ngudc vé. Cong Tén Ngoc Suong xudt thd cuc nhanh,
Lanh Nhu Bang khdng kip canh giac nén tranh khong khoi, chi cdm thay huyét
«Khac Tri» nhéi I1én mot cai, canh tay phai da budng thdong xuéng. Cong Tén
Ngoc Suong than th( nhu gié cudn, chuyén than mét cai, hucng tham viia bay
dén da hién than truéc mat Lanh Nhu Bang, vuon tay ndm |4y c6 tay trai cla
chang, cugi néi:

—Chung ta cung ra ngoai gap bon chung.

DUt 15i, lai xudt mot chi diém vao huyét dao sau vai Lanh Nhu Bang khién
ham kh&u chang trd nén vé luc, dé phong chang cén Iudi tu tuyét.

Lanh Nhu Bang hoan toan vé luc khang cy, mac tinh nang 16i ra bén ngoai
khoang thuyén.

Lic nay gid lang séng yén, mat hé trong nhu guong, hai chiéc khodi thuyén
da gidm téc do, dudi theo sat bén.

Cong Ton Ngoc Suadng than thai ung dung, tya sat bén vai Lanh Nhu Béang,
song muc chuy&n déng quan sat cadnh vat chung quanh, can ban cang dén géan
hai chiéc khoai thuyén, cang dé tam dé phong.

Lanh Nhu Bang huyét mach bi phong bé&, vé nang luc khang cu, chi danh dé
mac nang bay bé.

Pay dich thuc la mét bldc hoa vé cung bat can xiing, Cong Tén Ngoc Suong
thi mat sang méi héng, diém 1é vé cung, LAnh Nhu Bang thi xi quai khong ta,
mat may du séc, theo ngang theo doc, hai ngudi di sat bén nhau, mdt ngudi thi
cuc dep, mot ké thi cuc xau.

Hai chi€éc khoai thuyén dén gan ngoai mét trugng, tu dong nguiing lai, ngoai
trt hai dai han dang chéo thuyén bén ngoai, tat ca binh tinh di thudng, khéng hé
phat ra mot tiéng dong.

Lanh Nhu Bang trong long tham nhid: “Trén hai chiéc khoai thuyén nay
khéng bié€t la nhan vat nao, ma tam binh khi tinh phi thudng.”

Chang qua may ngay tang thém dugc mét it kinh nghiém giang ho, trong
long da bi€t pham la nhan vat nao cang binh tinh thi cang la cudng dich khé doi
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phé. Ngung muc nhin qua, chi thdy hai chi€c khoai thuyén khéng nhiing déng
chat clra khoang, ma con thd man bé xudng che kin.

Coéng Ton Ngoc Sudng dua mat nhin xuéng bong hai ngudi 1&p lanh trong
nudc, diém nu cudi nhe, thot:

—Lanh lang, Vuong Tich Hudng kia diéng ra mai m&i muén mudi két thanh
vg chdng véi chang. Oi! Nhung nha dau dé dung tdm khé dodn, vi vay, mudi
chdng dam dép ung.

Lanh Nhu Bang bi diém «Nhan Nghénh», «Thién Dinh» hai huyét dé phong
can IuGi tu tuyét, trong long ¢6 16i mudn ndi cling khéng thé mé miéng.

Chi nghe Céng Téon Ngoc Sudng noi tiép:

—Lanh lang, chi sg Vuong Tich Huong hién tai xuong cét da lanh, niém tinh
nang lam mai mdi, ching ta nén di cing t&€ nang mét lan vay.

Dot nhién cé tiéng mai chéo khua nudc vang lén, lai xudt hién thém hai
chiéc khoai thuyén phia sau.

Coéng Tén Ngoc Sudng dua mat nhin mot cai, thoang bién sidc mat nhung
lap tuc khoéi phuc lai vé tran tinh nhu cd.

B&n chi€c khodi thuyén, tao thanh mot vong vay, giam chi€c khodi thuyén
clla Cong Tén Ngoc Suadng 6 gitia.

Lanh Nhu Bang trong Iong kinh ngac, tham nghi: “Khdng biét ngudi nao da
an bai cuc dién nay, néu nhu Cong Ton Ngoc Suong khong biét thily céng, cho
du c6 vd cdng cao cudng, ciing khdng thé ddi phé véi cuc dién hém nay.”

Chang dang suy nghi, dét nhién trong thdy cla khoang thuyén bén tay trai
md& ra, xudt hién mot 1ao nhan mat den nhu sat, trén ma cé mot vét seo dai, dich
thi 1a Thiét Dién Coén Luan Hoat Bao Ung Than Phan Tran Hai danh chan vé lam.

Coéng Ton Ngoc Suadng dua mat nhin Tran Hai mot luge, lam nhu khéng théay,
cat giong diu dang néi véi Lanh Nhu Bang:

—Lanh lang, huynh bi Vuong Tich Huong giam gili tai Mai Hoa Cu da may
ngdy qua, that khi€n muodi dau long ddt rudt chang phat nao yén. Oil Tai sao
huynh khdng 1én ti€ng? Chéng 1& van con hoai niém Vudng Tich Huong da chét
do u?

Chi thay cla khoai thuyén bén phai khai m&, budc ra mot 1do nhan van
trudng bao deo ki€m, chinh la Luc Tinh Budng lao Trang chl, Nam Cuong Nhat
Kiém Ha Hau Trudng Phong.
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Lanh Nhu B&ng trong 16ng tham nght: “Tét IAm! Trén hai khoai thuyén trudc
mat 1a Tran Hai va Ha Hau Trudng Phong, chdng biét trén hai khoai thuyén phia
sau la nhan vat nao? Nhung gap g6 thé nay cling khéng té, giao thd trén mat
nudc nhat dinh phai dua vao chan tai thuc hoc, &m muu quy k&, déu khd ma thi
trién.”

Tran Hai va Ha Hau Trudng Phong déu chua biét chuyén Lanh Nhu Bang bi
hly dung mao, trong thdy Céng Ton Ngoc Suadng cung véi mot nam nhan dién
mao xUu quai, tay tua vai k&, trong 1ong cam thay hét sic ky quai, hai vi lao nhan
cao nién duc trong, tuy trong long vé cung ngac nhién, nhung khoéng tién hdi
nhiéu.

Bong thdy clia khoang clia hai chiéc khoai thuyén phia sau bat ma, budc ra
mot tdng moét dao, vi hoa thugng than van ca sa vang, than hinh khoé nhd, doi
chan may bac dai qua hai tdc, hai mat nhdm chat, hai tay chdp hinh chii thap
trudc nguc ding trén san thuyén. Vi dao nhan van dao bao mau xanh, rau dai
xudng nguc, tay cam mot chi€c phat tran mau vang kim.

Lanh Nhu Bang khdng biét hai ngudi nay, nhung nhin ¢ chi nghiém trong,
khi d& tram &n, cling doan biét la nhan vat cé lai lich.

Coéng Ton Ngoc Sudng dot nhién tho ngoc thi bi mat gidi khai huyét dao
cGia Lanh Nhu Bang, thdp giong néi:

—TA&t ca nhan vat dén day déu vo cong cao cudng, khi xay ra dong thi chi
sgd ta khéng thé quan tdm cho ngugi, ngudi da dugc tu do, hay tu minh bao trong.

Chi thay Tran Hai 6m quyén, Ién tiéng hdi:

—Cbéng Tén ¢b nudng, c6 nhéan ra lao phu khéng?

Cong Tén Ngoc Suadng cudi mot tiéng lanh lung, thot:

—Cho du ngudi c6 16t da di, ta van nhan ra.

Tran Hai thoang bién sdc, toan tinh phat tac, nhung dét nhién nhan nai dan
xudng.

Ha Hau Trudng Phong vut thét:

—Con ké vb danh tiéu tét nay, chac ¢b nuong ciing chua quén?

Cong Ton Ngoc Suadng noi:

—Nam Cudng Nhat Kiém Ha Hau Trudng Phong, phai khong?

Ha Hau Trudng Phong dap:
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Vi hoa thugng 6m nhd van ao ca sa vang dot nhién lén tiéng:
—Tuing nghe néi cé nuong ki€n van quang bac, chdc nhan ra dudc ban tang?
Coéng Tén Ngoc Suong khé dao trong mét, thot:

—M6t trong hai cao tang diic cao trong vong nhat con soét lai clia Thiéu LAm
tu, Trud6ng My La Han Thién Binh, dung hay khéng dung?

Thién Binh thG ra mot hoi dai, thot:

—C6 nudng qua nhién uyén bac, lao0 tdng da ba muci nam khong rdi bén
vién mot budc, vay ma c6 nuong chi mét 1an ndi ra da trdng, bdi phuc, bdi phuc.

Thanh bao dao nhan I4p ttic Ién tiéng:
—C6 nuong chéc ciing biét rd lai lich cia ban dao?
Cong Tén Ngoc Suadng hit mét ti€ng lanh lung, dap:

—Kim Phat dao trudng, ngudi trong tay gic cao ky hiéu, chi sg thé nhan
chang nhan ra, hi! Khéng ngd ngudi 1a k& khong biét xau hé.

Kim Phat dao trudng mim cudi diém dam, thot:
—NMiéng Iugi c6 nuong that la Igi hai.
Tran Hai ho mét tiéng I6n, thot:

—C06 nuadng c6 kha nang chi mét I18i doan ra lai lich cd bon ngudi ching ta,
dich thuc cao minh, nhung chang biét c6 bidng long gitp 140 phu chd thém mot
chut ntra khéng?

Céng Ton Ngoc Suang nglia mat nhin séc trdi, noi:

—NE&u nhu ta doan khong lam, thi con mot ngudi nita chua téi.

Tran Hai héi:

—Ngudi nao?

Cong Ton Ngoc Suang bubéng gon:

—Vuadng Théng Hué.

Tran Hai khé ring minh mét cai, nhung khong lén tiéng dap thoai, Cong Ton
Ngoc Suadng ndi tiép:

—TAat ca chuyén khac va chuyén don gidn nay, néu khong phai Vuong
Théng Hué ch muu, chi s¢ cac nguoi khéng thé nghi ra dudc.
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Kim Phat dao truéng khé vung vay phat tran, thot:

—Tran huynh, néu nhu vi Céng Tén ¢cd nuong nay da khdong co y hoa giai,
thi bat tat phai ban luan ti€p, hay duya vao vé cong manh yéu ma quyét dinh sinh
ta.

Cong Ton Ngoc Suadng noi:

—T6t Idm! Céac ngudi ca bon ngudi I8én mot Iugt hay dung xa luan chién?

Ca bdn ngudi déu la bac duc cao trong vong trén giang ho, Cong Téon Ngoc
Suong lai buéng IGi giéu cgt khién bén ngudi dd6 mat dén tdn mang tai, trong nhat
th&i khong thé mé I18i dap thoai.

Nguyén vi bon ngudi déu theo sy an bai cia Vudng Théng Hué, trudc khi di
Vuong Théong Hué da cé nodi: «Cong Tén Ngoc Sudng vo cdng cao cudng, néu
nhu tiing ngudi riéng biét déng thd véi nang ta, chi sg khd ma thidng dugc.»
Nhung lai bi Céng Tén Ngoc Suadng chiém tién co md IGi ndi khich trude, ca bén
ngudi déu khong phai ngudi gidi &n néi, trong nhat thdi chdng biét déi dap sao
cho dung.

Qua mot tc lau, Tran Hai mdi 1én ti€éng ti€p:

—NE&u nhu chiéu theo y clia Vuong c6 nuong...

Coéng Ton Ngoc Sudng cat ngang:

—Thi bén ngudi nhat té xuat thi? Con néu nhu khong theo y clia Vuong
Théng Hué thi sao?

Tran Hai dap:
—Bon ta tling ngudi linh gido vd céng cla c6 nuong.
Cong Tén Ngoc Suadng thot:

—bugc! Tuy theo y cla cac ngudi, lién th( cling dugc, doc chién ciing
dudc, ta san sang boi ti€p.

Kim Phat dao trudng lanh lung noi:
—Ban dao xin dugc linh gido vd céng cb nuadng trudc tién.

Nhin chan mét cai, nhdm hudng khoai thuyén ctia Céng Tén Ngoc Suadng
bay Ién.

Tran Hai dot nhién phach khéng mét chudng, kéu lén:

—bBao huynh khéng nén véi vang.
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Kim Phéat dao trudng cdm thdy mot c¢b kinh lyc hing manh xéng tdi, trong
long dét nhién canh giac, phat tran phat moét cai, than hinh ddo ngudc vé phia sau,
nhe nhang dap xuéng san thuyén nhu trudc.

Ha Hau Trudng Phong chi s¢ dgi cang lau cang sinh ra nhiéu phién phtc,
song chudng huy dong ddy xudng lam nudc trong hé bay vut 1&8n thanh mot cot
nuéc nham hudng khoai thuyén clia Céng Ton Ngoc Sudng danh tdi.

Tran Hai cling lap tdéic xudt ra mét chudng, luéng ndi luc cuc ky hiing manh
danh thdng vao Cong Ton Ngoc Suang.

Cong Ton Ngoc Sudng chan van tiém lyc, an thuyén xuéng mat nudc vai
thudc, tru than 8n dinh trudc séng 16n, hitu thi phat 1én mot cai chuyén hudng cot
nudc vé phia Kim Phat dao trudng.

Kim Phat dao trudng voi huy déng phat tran nghénh tiép, chi thay cot nudc
héa thanh mudn ngan giot nudc bay tung tée chung quanh vai thudc, rung xudng
nhu mét tran mua rao.

Thién Binh dai su cao giong niém phat hiéu:

—A di da phat, vi muén van ctu mot trudng hao ki€p clda vd lam, cho du
phdi tudc di sanh mang mot ngudi, cling khong cé cach nao khac.

Ddt I1Gi, tang bao phat Ién mét cai, tiém luc nhu ndi lap téc ao téi khoai
thuyén clia Céng Ton Ngoc Suong.

Coéng Tén Ngoc Suong giudng cao may liéu, phdng ngugc lai mot chuéng.
Hai c6 kinh luc dung nhau, Cong Ton Ngoc Suadng bat giac phai lui lai mét budc,
chan khi trong dan dién dét nhién tdn mac hét. Khoai thuyén cluing vdéi song bac
cting bi du lyc danh quay mét vong.

Lanh Nhu Bang ty tay tai clia thuyén, cudi ha ha thét:

—Co6ng Toén ¢6 nuong, cuc dién ngay hom nay chi sg rdi nhiéu may it, vo
cdng cla c6 nuong chua phai thién ha chi tén, ta xem chic phai cung bon ho
dam phan roi.

Cong Tén Ngoc Sudng cudi mot ti€éng lanh 18o, hit vao mot hoi dai, don
xuéng dan dién, tiéu thuyén dang chao déo trén séng dot nhién trdm 6n lai.

Bon Tran Hai bon ngudi, sau khi xudt mét chiéu tat cd déu dung lai, Tran
Hai noi:

—C0 nudng tuy vd cdng cao cudng, nhung lai khéng biét thdy céng, mot
mat coi thuyén, mdt mét cu dich, chi sg chang di stc.
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Coéng Tén Ngoc Suong trong mat da hién sat cd, nhung ngoai miéng lai mim
CUGi noi:

—Ta cling Vuadng Tich Huong da c6 hen udc trong vong ba thang ching sat
nhan, tinh ra chi con bay ngay la hét han, néu nhu cac nguoci ép blc qua dang,
khéng gili giao udc, vay thi khédng xong dugc.

Kim Phat dao trudng toan tinh m3d miéng phan bac, nhung muc quang vua
liEc qua Thién Binh dai su, lap tic im bat.

Nguyén vi Thién Binh dai su viia cham xong mot chudng véi Céng Ton
Ngoc Sudng, da nhdm chat hai mat diing trén san thuyén, khéng néi mot 15i. Kim
Ph&t dao tridng muc quang IGi hai, viia nhin mdt mét, da biét Thién Binh dai su
dang van khi diéu tuc, hién nhién da tho noi thuong.

Tran Hai va Ha Hau Trudng Phong déu danh séng cu dich, ta thiy truyén
luc, nhung cung CAng Ton Ngoc Sudng truc dién déi chudng, chi cé mot minh
Thién Binh dai su. Tran Hai thé dai mét tiéng, thoét:

—Trong bdn ngudi chiing ta, cé ba ngudi tham du vao cudc vay cong song
than c6 nudng nam xua, cd nudng xuét dao giang hé cling vi nudi chi phuc ctiu,
vO can vG@i ngudi khac. Lado phu nguyén truy tim tat cd nhiing ngudi tham duy nam
xua, toan bd quy lai cung c6 nudng quyét moét tran ti chién, khéng biét y c6
nuong thé nao?

Cong Tén Ngoc Suadng cudi nhat, thot:

—Gia phu, gia mau ché&t dd may muci nam, chéng I8 khéng nén cé mot
diém Igi téic nao?

Tran Hai dap:

—Lénh ton, 1énh dudng bat qua chi hai ngudi, chd ta quy tu tat cd nhiing
ngudi tham du, tri nhiing ngudi da chét, tinh cling phai du trén mudi ngudi, cod
nuang nhu c6 thé mot 1an sat tii tat ca, da co Igi tic rat I16n.

Coéng Tén Ngoc Suang mim cudi hoi:

—NE&u nhu ta khéng déap Ung thi sao?

Tran Hai dap:

—N&u nhu khéng xong, hdm nay bon ta chi danh bat ké th( doan d&i phd
véi c6 nuong, tht doan cuong quyét ching chdt ti tam, ca bén ngudi lién thd, tuy
thanh danh kho gilt, nhung dat dai cudc Ién dau, mac ngudi khac ndi sao.
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Coéng Tén Ngoc Suong cudi lanh, hbi:

—Ngudi tin tudng nhéat dinh thdng dugc ta sao?

Tran Hai dap:

—T6i thi€u ngoc da déu tan tanh,

Ha Hau Trudng Phong ti€p:

—Lao phu tudi da gan dat xa trdi, chét khdong haéi tiéc.
Cong Tén Ngoc Suadng thot:

—Chi s@ khong dugc nhu nguci mong mudn.

Tran Hai lanh lung thét:

—NE&u thuyén cbd nudng dang cdi dot nhién bi ngudi pha hoai, cé nuong tin
rang co kha nang boi khdi hd khong?

Cong Ton Ngoc Suadng noi:

—Chf ti€c rang ngudi khdng c6 mot co hdi dé ha thd.

D6t nhién canh giac, ha giong hoi:

—Nguci chédc da phai ngudi...

Tran Hai noi tiép:

—Khoéng sai, c6 nuong qua that rat théng minh, hién tai dudi thuyén cla co
nuong da cé sau vi anh hung ranh vé thly cong, chi can |ao phu ra @m hiéu, bon

ho lap tic déng thi, trong vong niia khdc thdi gian cé thé khién ca thuyén lan
ngudi déu chim day bé.

Ha Hau Trudng Phong thét:

—C6 nuong tuy vd cdng cao cudng, tri muu tuyét thé, chi tiéc rang khdng
biét thly cdng, chdng céch gi gidi quyét dudc viéc hdi ti€c nay.

Cong Tén Ngoc Suadng khé nhiu may, doan cudi nhat, thot:

—Ta tuy khé ma & lai, nhung cling hay con bdn chiéc thuyén clia bon
NQUai...

Tran Hai cudi ro 1én:
—Mau md& clia thuyén, dé Céng Tén cbé nuong xem cho biét.

Chi thdy mot dai han van 4o chén sat ngudi «da» mot tiéng, lap tlc vén
man md& cla.

Dich gia & DBa tu: MT 152 Chuong 08



Kho Tang Kiém Hllej)n"

T&ié‘w N&M Hié\fw | P4 'yvsvlvenhamgglqggn AN | Nguyén tac: Ngoa Long Sinh

Cong Tén Ngoc Sudng ngung muc nhin vao, chi thdy gilia thuyén chat day
cli kho, béc 1&én mui ddu hda néng n&c. Hién nhién déng cli d6 da dugc tdm dau.

Tran Hai cudi noi:

—Lao phu da tung tra xét ky ludng, cd6 nudng dich thuc tai nang hiém co,
mdi ra giang hé da cho ngudi dau nhap vao cac bang hdi dai moén phai, hap thu
dudc trén tram cao thud tinh nhué.

Céng Ton Ngoc Suang ngat 1Gi:

—Bat tat phai khen nggi, hay ndi vao chinh dé.

Tran Hai thot:

—BA&t luan ngay xua phu mau cé nudng hanh déng thé nao, nhung cb
nuong bao thu cho song than tinh chung la khéng sai, chi la oan cé dau, ng cd
chll, ¢d nuong khéng thé trit hét sy phan nd I&n dau nhiing ngudi vé tdi khéc.
Lao phu binh sinh chua tiing cau qua ai mot diéu gi, hdm nay pha 1& xin cd6 nuong
mot viéc.

Coéng Tén Ngoc Suadng hai:

—Viéc gi?

Tran Hai noi:

—L&o phu thinh ¢6 nudng dap Ung khdng khudy dong vo l1am nia, do lao
phu phu trach yéu cau nhiing nhan vat tham du vao cudc vay coéng Iénh tén phu
phu nam xua dén cung cd nudng udc dinh quyét chién. N&u nhu ¢d nudng c6 thé
giét tat cA dudi ki€m thi k& nhu bdo xong thu cha me, néu nhu cé nudng ching
may that bai, ching téi quyét khéng da thuong cb nuang.

Coéng Tén Ngoc Suong khé giuong may liéu, hoi:

—Trong ldng ngudi dudng nhu ¢ rat nhiéu 16i Idm hé then, phai chang?

Tran Hai dap:

—Trong ddi clia ta, da giét tdt cd bon tram chin mudi bay ngudi, ngudi nao
cling &c ddoc dang chét, l1do phu trong long tuyét khdong mét chat hé then, chi 1a
tudi tac da gan dat xa trdi, cho du khong ché&t dudi tay c¢é nuong ciling chang con
bao nhiéu ngay dé s6ng. Nhung trong khoang thai gian con séng ngén ngui, cé
thé cliu van giang hd khdi mot hao ki€p, ha chdng chét dudc rat thda man sao?
B4t luan hau nhan binh luan vé sinh tién Iao phu nhu thé nao, 1do0 phu van an tdm
nh&dm mat dudi clu tuyén.
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Nhiing I3i nay tuy dai nghia Iam liét, nhung lai mang day nét thé luong cla
mot vi 1ao anh hung tudi da x& chiéu, mdt ngudi lanh dién bang tam nhu Cong
Tén Ngoc Sudng nghe xong ciing phai x6n xang dong long, dau mi thoang hién
vé &m dam, nhung than sac nay chi thoang qua réi hét, lanh lung héi:

—Neé&u ta khéng dap (ng thi sao?

Tran Hai dap:

—Thi ¢ nudng da ép ta phai toan Iyc liéu mang mot lan, tinh 1a néu chiung
ta dich thuc khéng phai déi thd clia cé nudng, cling sé dong qui u tan, cung chim
xudng day ho.

Cong Tén Ngoc Suadng cudi khanh khach mot trang, thoét:

—Nguci tinh rd rang moét diém, néu nhu c6 thé thang tran chién nay, thi thi
khong hai gi, néu nhu tinh thé bat budc ta phai ra tay sat nhan, thi du da co hen
udgc, cing khéng cach nao khac.

Nang xuét thd chdp lay Lanh Nhu Bang, vot vao khoang thuyén, tho tay
déng clia lai, budng c6 tay Lanh Nhu Bang ra, thd man cla sé xuéng, chi vao
chi€éc ghé g, cudi noi:

—Ngbi xudng di!

Lanh Nhu Bang ty bi€t vo cong minh kém nang rat xa, néu dong thi kho
ldong qua néi hai chiéu, theo tinh th& nay chi nén d4u tri, khdng nén dédu lyc, tam
niém chuyén doéng, lap tuc y I13i ngbi xuéng.

Chi thdy Coéng Tén Ngoc Sudng m& mét ngan td ngam trén tudng, lay ra
moét ngoc binh, hai chung rugu, mim cudi noéi:

—Hoan nan phu thé t8i khd quy, hdm nay néu nhu ching ta c6 thé thoat
dudc dai nan nay, sau nay tat mua hoa gio thuén, cing nhau s6ng dén bac dau.

Viia noi, viia dua c6 tay trdng nhu tuyé&t, ngoc chi nhd nhén rét rugu vao
chung cl@ia Lanh Nhu Bang, cudi thot:

—Trudc tién hay uéng rugu giao boi!

Than thai nang thap phan cdi md, uéng can nlia chung, dua téi truéc mat
Lanh Nhu Bang, giuc:

—Mau Ién!

Lanh Nhu Bang thdm nghi: “Ni nhan nay quy ké da doan, chdng biét mudn
gid trd gi, phai tuy theo nang ta noéi, hém nay ta da tinh trudc rang sé chét, chi
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bang tim co hdi giup bon ngudi Tran Hai trdr di mot dai hoa cho giang hé, ké nhu
la mét dai thién céng.”

Trong long chang da cé &m muu, ngoai mat té ra thAp phan hoa hoan, dua
tay nang chung rugu phan niia réi dua ra phia trudc.

Coéng Tén Ngoc Sudng dén nlia chung rugu thua tu tay Lanh Nhu Bang,
cudi khanh khach mét trang, thot:

—«Dan nguyén lang tdm nhu th{ tGu», t& phat nay tién thi€p da la vg cla
chang.

Doan nglia mat, uéng can nlia chung rugu clla Lanh Nhu Bang. Nhung
Lanh Nhu Bang van chua dung dé&n nlia chung rugu thiia cla nang dang dé trudc
mat. Cong Ton Ngoc Sucdng khéng nhin dugc vdi giuc:

—Mau udng di!

Lanh Nhu Bang tu ti ndng nlra chung rugu 1én uéng can roi hdi:
—C6 nuong chéc da c6 k& sach thoai dich?

Coéng Tén Ngoc Suong lac dau, mim cudi dap:

—Ta that thd mot budc, sa vao cuc dién khén cung nay! Oi, ta toan tam lo
déi phé véi Vuong Tich Huang, lai bé quén tai tri muu lugc clia Vuong Théng Hué.

Lanh Nhu Bang thot:

—NG&i nhu vay, ching ta phai dap Gng IGi clia Tran Hai, hodac hém nay chim
xudng day hé nay?

Coéng Tén Ngoc Suang mim cudi hoi:

—Nguci sg 1am chang?

Lanh Nhu Bang dap:

—Chuyén sinh tif ta vén khéng quan tadm, nhung chén thay gitia hd chéng
phai la mong mudn cla ta.

Cong Ton Ngoc Suadng noi:

—Chét sao cling la chét, vui thay & hoang son hay chim xuéng day hé thi
sao?

Trong Idng Lanh Nhu Bang thdm nght: “Nang ta qué kin miéng, chdng muén
16 ra mét diém nao trong phuong phap thoai dich, xem chiing déi véi ta van dé
phong.”
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Chang c6 té ra chang quan tam dén diéu do, trdm ngadm mot thoang, doan
héi:

—Cb6 nudng da vao trong ndy ma bén ngoai chang c6 dong tinh, day 1a co
hoi rat tot cho bon ho, sao khong thay ho ra tay?

Coéng Ton Ngoc Suong mim cudi dap:

—Ta cang t6 ra binh tinh, khéng ly gi dén ho, ho cang nghi ngd khong lap
tlic dong thi. Bat qua kéo dai thGi gian cang lau, doi véi ching ta cang cé Igi.

Lanh Nhu Bang héi:

—C6 phai c6 vién th( sip dén?

Trong long chang ngam tinh toan, lam sao truyén tin tléic nay ra cho Tran Hai.
Chang da minh bach v c6ng cung cd tri cia Céng Tén Ngoc Suadng, néu nhu thi
trién «Truyén Am nhap mat», khé ma qua mat nang, &t phai nhan ltic nang so y
ma tim phuong phap thi hanh thi t6t hon.

Chi nghe Coéng Ton Ngoc Suong noi:
—Chi can kéo dai dugc niia khac thgi gian, ching ta cdm chac thang Igi.

Nang ndéi mét cach thanh that, tham tinh. Lanh Nhu Bang cang nghe trong
long cang gép, thdm nhd: “NUa khdc qua rat nhanh, thdi gian dé giét nang ta
cling rat ngén, sao bon ngudi Tran Hai chua chiu déng thi?”

Trong ldng chang tuy rdt gap, nhung nhéat thdi khéng nghi ra cach gi dé
truyén tin ra ngoai.

Cong Tén Ngoc Suadng dot nhién khé budng mot ti€ng thd dai, hoi:
—Nguoi dang nghi gi d6? C6 phai rat han ta?

Lanh Nhu Bang giat minh that kinh, tham nght: “NG nhan nay qua nhién Igi
hai, ta tdn moi khd nang khién cho trong Iong nghi gi khong 16 ra mat, vay ma
cting bi nang ta nhin ra.”

Voi vang tra 16i:

—Khéng co6 chuyén gi.

Céng Ton Ngoc Suong mim cudi noi:

—DlUling gat ta, ta bié€t hién tai nguci dang nghi...

Lanh Nhu Bang 4m tham dé khi, khi can nhat dinh liéu mang mot chuyén,
roi kéu to I1én bao cho Tran Hai ha thu.
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BAong nghe Céng Ton Ngoc Suang noi tiép:

—Nght téi Vuang Tich Huong chu gi?

Lanh Nhu Bang manh dan géat dau:

—Khéng sai, luan 6n nhu hiéu biét 1& nghia, nang qua that hon ngudi nhiéu.
Cong Tén Ngoc Suadng ti tu cdi dau, tram ngadm mot Iic lau, doan néi:

—La&nh lang, d& mudi néi cho huynh nghe mét viéc, mudi chua cé hdy dung
mao huynh, chd sau khi ching ta thoat dai nan nay, mudi sé tdy di mau sic trén
mé&t huynh. Nhung cd hdi thoat nan cla chiing ta rdt mong manh.

Lanh Nhu Bang thét:

—T6t 1am, ta tiing nght ¢6 nudng déi véi ta dich thuc co chut tinh y, nguyén
lai d& biét chéc la chét, van muén kéo theo ta...

Chi nghe Céng Tén Ngoc Suong noi tiép:

—Lanh lang, mudi chua bao giG chan tam hi ai mét nam nhan nao, lic nao
cling cam ghét loai nam nhan ma rd dai tham muén truéc bong sdc my nhan,
mudi hdm nay dét nhién mudn ném thl tu vi tinh &i, tuy khé ma ngot ngao phai
khéng?

Lanh Nhu Bang cudi lanh, thét:

—C6 nuong gia b rat kha, chi ti€c rang tai ha da biét c6 nudng qua rb.

Cong Ton Ngoc Suadng voi vang kéu lén:

—Khoéng phai gia bd, ma la toan tam toan y thanh that...

Nang tu ti khdi than ngoc diing 1én, dén truéc méat Lanh Nhu Bang, diu
dang thét:

—Tin mudi di! DAy la I8i that long, néu huynh khong tin ci thi danh mudi
mot cai, xem mudi cé hoan thl hay khéong?

Lanh Nhu Bang nghi dén long da doc ac cla nang, lap téc nd hda, hiiu thi
tic thi vung lén phat qua.

Chi nghe mét am thanh that to that gion, trén khudén mat ki€éu diém nhu hoa
clla Céng Ton Ngoc Suong da hién rd ddu nam ngodn tay.

Lanh Nhu Bang biét nang vé cong cao cudng, chudng nay cho du danh ra
cling khong thé tring, nhung khéng ngd nang chang van cong khang cu, nhat
th&i ngdn ngudi ra.
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Coéng Tén Ngoc Suong khé chép déi mat to den, mim cudi thot:

—Um, mdt ngudi néu nhu da dong chan tinh, lién ném khd dau I&n vi ngot.
Lanh Nhu Bang tu ti buong tay xudng, hoi:

—Ngudi vi sao lai kndng hoan thu?

Coéng Ton Ngoc Suong mim cudi dap:

—Banh ngudi véi bi danh, dich thuc la hai tu vi khac nhau rat 16n.

Doan thap giong noi:

—Huynh han mubi rat sau, sao khong nhan cc hdi danh mudi mot cu that
manh, hay la vi long t6t xuat phat tu tim?

Lanh Nhu Bang thot:

—Ngugi khéng muén hoan thl, ta da danh ngudi, do cling khdng phai la
hanh vi cGa anh hung.

Coéng Ton Ngoc Suong mim cudi:
—Chéc huynh biét ca hdi rat hiém c6?
Lanh Nhu Bang dot nhién cao giong thét:

—Chung ta da dinh chét, cho du cé ghét han nguoi, cling khéng can gil
trong long.

Chang c0 y to tiéng mong Tran Hai & bén ngoai nghe dudgc, lap tic dong thu.
Cong Tén Ngoc Suadng dot nhién khdng cudi nira, lanh ling thot:

—Ngudi mudn cho ho biét ching ta dang bi vay khén trong nay, muén ho
sém dong thu chang?

Lanh Nhu Bang trong long tham nghi: “N nhan nay luc lanh lic néng, hind
vO thudng, nay da bi nang nhin thdu, chi s¢ sé ra tay sat hai, cd hoi di nhién
khéng nhiéu, dich thuc khé ma kéo dai.”

Tam niém chuyé&n déng, lap tic 1én tiéng:

—Chf nlra kh&c niia, vién thd cla ching ta s& dudi téi, nhung néu bon ho
déng thu, thi khéng can tdi nlra khc, ching ta sé thuyén hay nhan vong.

Cau nay chang cé y dé thanh am that cao, chdng can che giau.

Coéng Tén Ngoc Suong thoang bién sac, toan tinh phat tac, dét nhién thay
déi chi y, diém nu cudi nhe, noi:
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—Ngudi chic ciing da biét bon ching khéng thé dung vd cdng ha sat ta, chi
c6 thé duc ling thuyén nay khién thuyén hly nhan vong, nguoci ciing khé thoat
chét.

Lanh Nhu Bang thét:

—Tai ha chét khéng hoi tiéc.

Cong Tén Ngoc Suadng thot:

—Xem ra nhu thé&, nguci doi vdi ta dich thyc oan han tham sau?

Lanh Nhu Bang dap:

—Khéng sai, ngudi ldng da nhu rén rét, thd doan doc ac, luyén vd cong lam

hai vd 1dm, nguoi chét di v lam sé dudc thai binh, ta chi boi thudng mot mang,
chét khéng hoi tiéc!

Pot nhién ndi 1én mot tiEéng dong, réi mdt cd cudng luc that manh ti bén
ngoai danh I1&n, vach thuyén bi thing mot 16 I16n, mot cét nudce bay 1é€n trung ngudi
Coéng Ton Ngoc Suang. Nang van sac méat nghiém tic, trAm tinh bat dong, dudng
nhu quén han sy nguy hiém cla ban than. Hai dao muc quang dan chit trén mat
Lanh Nhu Bang nhin cham chu.
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