Ma Dao Cb Long

CHUONG 19
THUAT DICH DUNG

Cam Cung Thanh bt dau ngd vuc quyét dinh ciia minh, 1an niy 6ng ta
sai 1am, cho du c6 sdng con ciing khoéng c6 hy vong gi nira.

Tudi ctia 6ng ta dd quéa 16n, khong con c6 thoi gian dé 1am lai tat ca tir
dau.

Hanh dong 1an nay c6 quéa gip gap khong ? Co bao nhiéu hy vong thanh
cong ?

Vira nghi téi d6, y nghi cia ong ta trd nén rdi boi, khong biét bao 1au
moi binh tinh tro lai.

Chot ong ta thd dai, cam 14y chén rugu dit trén cai ban bén canh, ngira
¢ udng mot hoi, cung lic tay trai dat chén rugu xudng, tay phai clia 6ng ta
da c6 thém mot thanh dao.

Mot thanh dao dai chi co bay tic, rong bang ngoén tay cai, nhin nhu mot
to gidy mong, than dao trong veo xanh biéc, dep dé ma ky di.

Ong ta dua tay 1én, 14t 14t ludi dao trudc mit, x6e tay ra chim méi thoi
nhe, thanh dao xoay vong vong trong ban tay 6ng ta nhu mot cai chong
chong 1am bang giay.

Thanh dao mau xanh biéc cang xoay cang nhanh, cudi cing héa thanh
mot vong tron sang xoay mal trén tay Ong ta.

Trong mit ong ta lic ay cling muong tuong nhu ¢6 anh sang xanh ban
ra, vong sang trén tay tat ngdm, bién thanh mot thanh dao.

Anh mit cua Ong ta cling ddng thoi nhu 4nh dao ban vé phia tAm rém
ngoc, lanh lung cit tleng.

"Vao di !"

Tiéng rém ngoc 1ap tic khua vang, Ngoc Diép budc vao.

Cam Cung Thanh vira budc toi vira noi:

" Ty Ba van dang th6i sdo nhu dy ran, bat Tién Tién udn éo khong
ngung !"

Cam Cung Thanh hitng ho néi:

" C6 rat nhiéu nir nhan phai goi 13 ngudi dep ran rét phai khong ?'

Ngoc Di¢p noi:

" Chic Ty Ba du stc khong ché Tién Tién hoan toan réi, nhung lai co
v€ nong ruot".

Cam Cung Thanh "o" mot tleng, Ngoc Dbiép noi tlep

" T6 Tung di say lan ra roi, nam nhu mot nguoi chét”.
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" Ruou ngon tat nhién cling 1a ruou manh, uéng nhu dién nhu thé
khong say lan ra méi 13 la", Cam Cung Thanh cudi cudi "Nguoi toi dé noi
cho ta biét chuyén 4y a ?"

" Khong phai...", Ngoc Diép can méi "Ta nghi rang I& ra nguoi phai biét
ta toi ddy lam gi roi".

Cam Cung Thanh cudi noi:

" Vi hién tai ta van con 1a Ma Vuong".

Ngoc Di¢p noi:

" Do dau phai la nguyén nhan chil yéu khién ta theo nguoi !"

Cam Cung Thanh chiam cht nhin Ngoc Piép mot luc 1au méi noi:

" That 1a nguoi khong tin ta chat ndo sao ?"

" Chang riéng gitama ca T6 Tung ciing vay, chd khéac nhau chilay
hoan toan 12 mot thang dién, con ta van con c6 mot chit 1y tri".

Cam Cung Thanh cudi cuoi:

" Mot nguoi ma khong co may phan dién khung da khong sudt ngay
dao bsi dudi dat", ngimg mot luc lai noi "That ra cac nguoi khong can phai
soy".

" Nhung ai ma chiu dugc anh mét md duc cua han".

"Y chi nhin thé thoi, khong lam duoc gi dau", Cam Cung Thanh lai
cuoi cudi "Chang 18 nguoi khong nhan ra rang sau khi thanh cong thi gioi
lam y ciing chi dugc phong mét chirc Thai giam & 2"

Ngoc Diép hiing ho noi:

" Nguoi that 1a mot ngudi troi sinh ra dé 1am vua".

" P chic 1a vi nhitng nguoi trung thanh nhat véi qua nhan déu 13 Thai
giam, khong thé 1am an gi duoc".

Ngoc Diép chot hoi:

" Con nguoi c6 lam an gi dugc khong ?"

Cam Cung Thanh cuoi 16n:

" Néu khong duogc, da khong mudn 1am hoang dé".

Ngoc Diép lai hoi:

" Nguoi thay ta ra sao ?"

Cam Cung Thanh déap:

" Pep lam".

Ngoc Di¢p noi:

" Nguoi chua ¢ hoang hau, ta...co thé gitp nguoi..."

Cam Cung Thanh chép miéng:

" Ngoc Di¢p, nguoi that lam khé cho qua nhan qua".

Ngoc Di¢p noi:

" L& ra nguoi phai biét chuyén nay c6 nhiéu hy vong thanh céng hay
khong 7"
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Cam Cung Thanh cudi noi:

" Mudn biét 15, qua nhan con phai suy nghi thém maot luc nita".

Ngoc Diép lic dau:

" Nguoi c6 biét cho dén nay ta phuc nguoi nhat hai chuyén gi khong ?"

Cam Cung Thanh néi:

" Thir nhat, di nhién 1a vé ma thuét thién ha vo song cua ta".

Ngoc Di¢p noi:

" Thit hai, chinh 14 ban linh n6i déi cua nguoi".

Cam Cung Thanh thd dai néi:

" Chi mét cau ay ciing du cho qua nhan chu di chin ho ctia nguoi r6i".

Ngoc Diép cuodi vang.

Cam Cung Thanh than:

" Tiéc rang nguoi chi 1a mot con nguoi”.

Ngoc Diép khong cuoi nira, noi dan timg tleng

" Chi can ngu’(n dap tng yéu cau cua ta, thi bat ké nguoi mudn gi ta
cling dap ang".

Cam Cung Thanh lai cudi noi:

" Troi xanh 6 lic rat khong cong bang, nit nhan chi 1iy than thé ciing
da d6i dugc nhitng gi ho can thiét".

" Nguoi ung thuan phai khong ?"

Cam Cung Thanh khong dap, gio thanh dao mau xanh biéc 1én noi:

" Nguoi mubn thanh dao nay a ?"

Ngoc Piép khong phti nhan, qua quyét gat dau, Cam Cung Thanh noi
tiép:

" Thanh dao nay tuy quy gia, nhung hoan toan khong phai 1a thién ha
vO song".

Ngoc Dbiép noi:

" Chi can nguoi noi cho ta biét, thé nao ta cling tim duoc nguoi thg da
ché ra thanh dao nay".

Cam Cung Thanh néi:

" C6 dugc mot thanh dao tot di nhién qué hay, vi nguoi tho mudn lam
cho khéo, trudc hét phai co dung cu tot".

Ngoc Di¢p noi:

" Cai d6 di nhién..."

Cam Cung Thanh gio dao ngit 10i:

" That ra day chi la mot thanh dao binh thuong, mudn bién thanh mot
thanh ma dao con phai c6 mdt doi tay ma, mudn c6 dugec mot doi tay ma thi
lai phai hiéu duoc ma thuat".

" Ta téi ddy chinh 1a muén hoc ma thuat".

Cam Cung Thanh cudi hoi:
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" Nguoi quyet dinh chua ? Bat ké la ta dua ra diéu kién gi a 2"

Ngoc Di€p can moi "Quyét dinh roi"

Cam Cung Thanh than nhién ding day noi:

" Pi theo ta", roi tir tir budc xudng bac sau céi byc.

Ngoc Diép anh mét chiéu 1én mai toc tring nhu bac cia Cam Cung
Thanh, hién ra mot vé vo cung dang so, nhung chi trong chép mat lai ct
budc di theo Cam Cung Thanh.

Cam Cung Thanh khéng hé quay dau, mudng tuong sau lung c6 mat,
lai muong tugng khong chit quan tam.

000

Phia sau toa dién nho 1a phong ngti cia Cam Cung Thanh, ciing cuc ky
hoa 18, c6 phong thai dé vuong.

Cam Cung Thanh ngoi xubng chiéc ghé ngy xong, anh mat chiéu 1én
ngudi Ngoc Diép, cau noi dau tién thdt ra 1a "Céi quan aora".

Tuy Ngoc Di¢p da nghi t61 chuyén nay, nhung van thoang sing so,
cling chang do du gi coi het quan a0, khong dé lai chut gi.

Tam than ddy din tring mudt cia nang hoan toan phoi bay trudc mat
Cam Cung Thanh, tuy chang c6 cir ddng niao khéac, nhung ciing day vé goi
cam.

Trén mit nang ciing chang 10 vé gi, trong nhu mét pho twong, chi cho
Cam Cung Thanh ra 1énh.

Cam Cung Thanh nhin tdm than tran trudng cua Ngoc Diép khong hé
chép mat, ham rau nhu rung 1én, lap tirc néi "Lai ddy..."

Ngoc Di¢p 1ap tirc budce tdi, nhung Cam Cung Thanh lai ha mét ménh
1énh hoan toan bat ngd d6i voi nang:

" Quy xubng..."

Nhung nang van quy xudng dat, Cim Cung Thanh cét tiéng cudi, song
khong hé co chut ¥ tir ndo 1 dam ta.

Ngoc Piép nhin nhin Cam Cung Thanh, khong néi tiéng nao bat ké
Cam Cung Thanh bt nang lam gi, nang ciing da sin sang dé 1am theo.

Cam Cung Thanh cudi mot luc méi noi:

" Qua nhan nhin khong 1am, nguoi that 1a mot giéng dan ba !"

" Sao lai 1a mot giéng ?", Ngoc Di¢p lanh lung hoi lai.

Cam Cung Thanh noi:

" Pé dat dugc muc dich, khong lua thu doan, sdn sang hy sinh tat ca
khong tiéc".

Durng lai mot luc lai noi:
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" Thugng Tam thu tuy khong kém, nhung so véi nguoi van con maot
khoang céch rat xa.

Ngoc Piép ngang phat dau:

" Ba ta ciing qua gia roi".

" Plng thé...", Cam Cung Thanh cudi cudi "Cho nén trudc nay qua
nhan van khong c6 ¥ thu ba ta 1am do dé".

Ngoc Piép stmg sét, Cam Cung Thanh cudi noi tiép:

"Khong phai chi do ba ta qua gid, ma con vi ba ta thiéu mét tinh cach
ma quai cia nguoi, khong c6 tinh cach nay lam sao hoc dugce ma thuat ?"

Ngoc Diép trong long riang dong, budt miéng:

" Su phu ¢ trén, xin nhan mot lay cua dé tu", 1ap tic lay ludn ba lay.

Cam Cung Thanh cuoi r61, nhan ba lay ctiia Ngoc Diép.

D6 that 1a mot quang canh rat quai di, néu c6 ai nhin thay chic chan s&
cho rang ho déu da phat dién".

Cam Cung Thanh than thai cling c6 vé dién cudng, thu tiéng cuoi lai
ngdi im mot lic, noi:

" Nguoi dung 1én di".

Luc Ngoc Diép dung 1én, Cam Cung Thanh ciing dong thoi dung 1én di
vong quanh Ngoc Diép, vura di vira hoi:

" Nguoi biét gi vé thuat dich dung khong ?"

" Biét duoc mot chit", Ngoc Piép khong dong dy, mat nhin thang.

Cam Cung Thanh cham rii noi:

" Tat ca cac 16i dich dung 18 ra phai goi 13 thuat cai trang, toc gia, rau
gia, thay d6i y phuc, dem mot ngudi bién thanh mot nguoi khac. Cai goi 13
thuat dich dung éy chi la tro dua cua tré con, cling chi 1a mgt k¥ thuat hang
bét".

Ngoc Diép hoi:

" Thuat dich dung cua chung ta thi sao ?"

" Chéc chan 1a ky thuat cao nhét hién tai, sau khi dich dung roi, ban
than ciing 1ap tirc bién mat, kho nhoc mot 1an ma yén 6n mai mai, ching c6
gi phién phtic, bat ¢t lic nao ciing c6 thé sinh hoat binh thudng, ma con c6
thé chua dep lam cho dep ra, day di nhién 1a diéu quan trong".

Ngoc Piép hoan toan dong ¥.

Cam Cung Thanh lai néi tiép:

" Mat qua nhé hay miii qua thip, miéng qua rong bién thanh mit to,
mili cao, miéng nho ddi véi thuat dich dung cta chung ta co ban khong c6 gi
khé khan, tham chi ching ta con co thé bién rat nhiéu nguoi ¢é dién mao
khac nhau thanh hoan toan giéng nhau, hay néi khac di, c6 thé bién mot
nguoi trd thanh c6 hang ngan bd mat".

" Ciing nhu ddm Tu Ma Tién Tién..."
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" Pung thé", Cam Cung Thanh héi tiép "Nguoi c6 biét nhu thé 1a thé
nao khong ?"

" D¢ tir dang cho su phu chi giao".

" Moi nguoi tuong mao von khong nhu nhau, c6 thé ndi thit Xuong
cling déu khac nhau, néu mubn thay doi dung mao, trudc tién phai thay doi
xuong thit, trong d6 di nhién thay xuwong phién phuc nhat, mudn got cho
xuong mong di hay dap cho day thém, phai chon cho thich hop rach thit da
ra, néu khong can than thi cong lao virt bo hét, néu vé xuong ma khong khac
nhau nhiéu thi chuyén rat don gian".

" Luc y chi can thay doi vé ngoai".

" Pung thé", Cam Cung Thanh tiép "Chuyén giy hay béo c6 thé dung
thirc 4n ma diéu tiét, chang han nhu nguoi, néu khong cho van dong ma cho
an thirc an bé béo mai thi bién nguoi thanh véc dang nhu To Tung that
chang kho gi, nguoc lai, néu dem nhét To Tung lai, mdi ngay chi cho y an
mot bita, thi y cling s€ bét tron ngay".

Ngoc Piép cudi cudi, Cam Cung Thanh cling cuoi cuoi:

" Long toc déu co thé thay d6i tuy ¥, khudén mat cling ¢6 thé loi dung
theo co thit va da ma rach cit may va cho phu hop, mudn nang cao sdng mili
chi can thém mot thir vao bén trong, nét miéng cting co thé stra sang bang
ky thuat cét may, rang loi thi s6 lugng vi tri déu co6 anh huong t6i khuén
mat", xoay tay vd vao c6 Ngoc Diép "Den nhu giong noi déu it nhiéu chju
anh huong cua co bap, hai cai xuong mém trong cb hong anh huong cang
16n, nhung néu khong that can thiét thi khong nén thay doi".

" Vi sao thé 2" Ngoc Diép vé chuyén gi cling mudn biét rd.

" Pén nay thi k§ thuat 4y chwa thanh cong, thay doi thi ciing thay doi
dugc, nhung phan 16n déu tré thanh rat khé nghe".

" Nghe su phu néi thé nay thi ciing khong kho 1am".

Cam Cung Thanh cudi néi:

" Vi day chi 1a 101 cin ban, con phai c6 thuc té nita, phai chiu kho, phai
c6 kinh nghiém, lai phai linh hoat, ma néu c6 bac danh su chi day, di nhién
moi c6 thé 1am mot nira ma thanh cong gip d6i".

Ngoc Di¢p noi:

" Su phu co thé hodn chuyén kia lai cho d¢€ tir c6 thoi gian hoc hoi thém
khong 7"

Cam Cung Thanh lac dau, Ngoc Diép chot thé dai.

" Nguoi dimg c6 than thd", Cam Cung Thanh cudi cudi "Tu dé dén
nay, su phu thu hoach duoc gi déu c6 ghi chép rd lai, lai thém mot quyén ghi
chép bi quyét cta su t6, ¢6 chl giai ctia su phu con ba gid nita 1a di roi".

" Chi sg dé tir diu o¢ ngu xuan..."
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" Dudng nhu sd nit nhan théng minh nhu nguoi khong c6 nhiéu dau",
Cam Cung Thanh ngo6i xudng "Luc su phu hoc k¥ thuat nay da hon bon
muoi tudi, ¢c6 duoc thanh tyu nhu hém nay hoan toan 1a do chiu cuc kho,
nguoi con tré tudi, thanh tyu trong tuong lai e con cao hon su phu nhiéu".

Ngoc Di¢p noi:

" Mong la dugc nhu thé".

Cam Cung Thanh néi tiép:

" Su phu dem chia moi nguoi thanh ba tram sau muoi loai, vbn dinh
chuan bi chon mdi loai tim lay vai nguoi, day vo cong ma ciing dé tuy thoi
thay doi thanh nguoi khac, dong thoi sai phai ludn, diéu tAm nguyén dy xem
ra phai dé nguoi hoan thanh".

Ngoc Di¢p hoi ludn:

" Su phu con mudn dé tir 1am diéu gi khéc, chi can din bao..."

Cam Cung Thanh cudi ngat 10i:

" Nguoi thich 1am chuyén gi thi 1am, su phu hoan toan tin tuéng, bat ké
nguoi lam chuyén gi ciing khong t6i ndi lam su phu qué that vong.

Ngoc Di¢p cuoi, nu cuoi khién nguoi ta khong lanh ma run.

Cam Cung Thanh nhin thdy ciing ring minh mot cai, trén mat hién ra vé
an ui, 6ng ta biét rang lan nay da tim duoc dung ke truyén nhan.

Néu Ngoc Diép hoan toan thanh cong, luc dy thién ha s& bat dau nao
loan. Vira nghi toi d6, Cam Cung Thanh cang khong kim dugc tiéng cuoi
trong 10ng, 6ng ta qua 1a danh tiéng xung voi thuc tai, dung 1a mot Ma
Vuong, con Ngoc Di¢p cling khong con phai nghi ngo, 18 mot ma nit troi
sinh ra, s& di ho tré thanh thﬁy tro, di nhién 1a vi c6 cung mdt tinh cach ma
quai.

Cam Cung Thanh cudi noi:

" Bit dau tir by gio, nguoi phai xem mot mach mudi ba quyén sach, su
phu ciing khong ngimg giang giai, c6 chd nao chua hiéu rd thi trong vong ba
gi0 nguoi ctr hoi, sau d6 nguoi chuan bi rdi khoi noi nay, chon ldy noi nao
nguoi thy thich hop, dem thuét dich dung nay phat trién ra..."

Ngoc Di¢p noi:

" Con chuyén ¢ day..."

" Da khong con dinh liu gi té1 nguoi nira".

" Rét lai su phu ndm duoc bao nhiéu phan thanh coéng 2"

" Khong ¢6 phan nao", Cam Cung Thanh than nhién dap nhu vy, day
moi la cau noi tir day long ong ta".

" Vay sao su phu khong ro1 khoi day, cho ngay khac lai..."

" Chuyén nay dé 1au qué r6i, néu lai dé 1au thém nita thi chang con thu
vi gi", Cam Cung Thanh thd dai mot tiéng, trong chdp mat 4y ong ta nhu gia
di muoi tudi.
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Ngoc Piép khong noi tiéng nao, Cam Cung Thanh ké d6 1ay trong lung
ra mudi ba chiée chia khoa, noi:

" Trén chum chia khoa ndy c6 danh sd, nguoi cam lay, qua bén kia tim
trén véch tir trdi qua phai, tir trén xudng dudi, chd tra chia vao 14 trén rén cta
muoi ba hinh Thién ma ni".

Ngoc Di¢p don 1dy chum chia khoa, Cam Cung Thanh lai néi:

" Mudi ba quyén sach déu & phia trong ctra thoat bi mat, di di...

Ngoc Diép vang da bude di, tAm than nang chuyén dong cang thém goi
cam.

Cam Cung Thanh dua mat nhin theo, trong anh mét khong hé cé chut
dam ta, trong long 6ng ta lic nay chi nghi t61 viéc dem toan bd ma thuat
truyén lai cho Ngoc Diép, dé Ngoc biép léy do lam loan thién ha.

Chuyén nay dbi v6i 6ng ta con quan trong hon chuyén lam hoang dé.

Ciing c6 thé vi ddi v6i chuyén 1am hoang dé 6ng ta da hoan toan tuyét
vong, nhung dng ta van ctr phai lam.

D6 ciing 1a mong wdc 16n nhat trong doi ong ta, chi vi con c6 mot chut
hy vong, 6ng ta méi song dugc dén nay.

000

Man dém dd phu xudng, dén dube di thap sang, dudng dia dao ciing
duoc anh dén soi ro.

buong dia dao dai gﬁn mot dam, tir cung dién trong mat that cia Cam
Cung Thanh théng thang t&i phit dé ctia Bach Ngoc Lau, chd ra von quyét
dinh 1a trong vuon hoa ¢ hau vién, dén luc éy lai ndi dai thém vai truong,
bién thanh & phia duéi toa tiéu 1au chd & cia Bach Bang.

Dia dao ném cach xa mat dat bon truong, vi sy an toan ma ciing vi dé
tranh chuyén tiéng dao bsi 1am kinh dong ngudi trén mat dat.

Tiéng 6n a0 trén mit dat di nhién khong truyen toi dugc dia dao, nén
toan bo duong dia dao yén ang vo cung, su yén ang gan vai cai chét.

Cam Cung Thanh cling ¢6 cam giac nhu tién t&i ¢oi u minh.

Ong ta nghe rd tiéng budc chan ctia minh, tham chi nghe ca tiéng tim
dap rat ky la.

Dia dao c6 thé chira dugc bon nguoi cung sanh vai ma di, nhung T
Tung van di trude Cam Cung Thanh, tay cam dubc dan duong.

Cam Cung Thanh chip tay than nhién budc toi, dang vé binh tinh phi
thuong, tam tinh cling vay.

Duéi dia dao cach vai truong lai dat mot ngon Truong minh dang
nhung déu khong thap, day chu yéu 1a vi hién tai dia dao chi c6 mot duong
ra vao, thap nhiéu dén qua s& 1am ngat tho.
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Cam Cung Thanh dang di chot noi:

" Chuyén gi nguoi ciing tinh ca rdi, khé that day !"

Ong ta n6i t6i chuyén thap dén, T6 Tung di nhién cling hiéu, cudi néi
ngay:

" Pudng dia dao nay di khong thoai mai, nguoi thiy chua tron ven lim
phai khong ?"

Cam Cung Thanh lang 1& cudi néi:

" Khong dau, qua nhin nhiéu nhét ciing chi di trong dia dao nay mot
lan, thoai mai hay khong déu khong dé y".

" Ta thi ngay nao ciing phai lom khom trong dia dao nay vai gio, néu
khong dugc thoai mai thi cling chua tron ven ddi v&i chinh minh".

Cam Cung Thanh noi:

" Xua nay nguoi 1a mgt ké khong thich lam vira Iong nguoi khac".

" Ciing ¢6 luc ngoai 18 chu". T6 Tung thd dai mot hoi "Nhu 1an nay
chéng han, dén hién tai, ta van khong phat hién ra c6 chd nio qua t&".

Cam Cung Thanh cham chd nhin T6 Tung:

" Lan nay khac han v6i nhiing viéc nguoi da lam trudc ddy ma"

" Plng thé", T6 Tung cudi cudi "Trudc ddy bat ké 1a 1am chuyén gi ta
cling phai tinh toan loi ich trudc réi méi bét tay vao".

" Lan ndy ma nguoi thanh cong thi lgi ich con nhiéu hon tat ca moi
chuyén nguoi 1am trude nay, cling khong biét 1a bao nhiéu ma ké".

" Con nguoc lai, néu that bai, thi khong nhirng khong duoc gi, ma nhat
dinh con phai bu thém ca tinh mang".

" Pay la ddnh bac ma".

T6 Tung khong phan doi:

" Chi c6 danh bac méi c6 két qua nhu thé 2"

" Pay co 1€ da la co hoi cudi cung, hién tai nguoi mudn rat lui cling con
kip", Cam Cung Thanh lam nhu v tinh noi.

T6 Tung chot hoi:

" Theo nguoi thi ta co6 rut lui hay khong ?"

" Khong", Cam Cung Thanh qua quyét.

T6 Tung tho dai 1am bam:

" C6 thé nha nguoi khong tin, chir ta hoan toan khong phai 1a mot con
bac, tham chi dén nay cling chua budc vao song bac 14n nao".

" That ra mdi nguoi sinh ra di it nhiéu mang tinh cich cia mot con
bac".

" Chic thé, néu khong ta da khoéng danh van bac nguy hiém nay", To
Tung nging mdt chut, lai héi "Theo nguoi thi chung ta ¢ hy vong thanh
cong khong, ta chi mudn nghe sy that".

Cam Cung Thanh cat tiéng cuoi:
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" Néu khong c6, thi nguoi thay hién tai qua nhan con di trong dia dao
nay dé lam gi ?"

T6 Tung noi:

" Nguoi di & ddy, c6 thé ciing chinh vi khong c6 con duong nao khac".

" Bat ctr ai cling ¢6 dudng dé di, nhimg con duong ay déu dan toi mot
con duong".

" Po 1a dudng ché...", T6 Tung cudi nhat "Ciing c6 thé day 1a con
duong chét".

Cam Cung Thanh hitng ho néi ngay:

" Nguoi khong thé pht nhan rang, c6 mot phan hy vong, ciing 1a ¢ hy
vong".

" Hy vong nguoi khong néi voi ta ring chuyén nay chi c6 mot phan hy
vong". T6 Tung thé dai mot tiéng.

Cam Cung Thanh chi cuoi cudi, T6 Tung cling khong noi nita, tiép tuc
budc khong dung.

bi dugc mot doan khong xa, mot am thanh ky quai chot vang toi, trong
canh tich mich nghe nhu tiéng ma quy kéu gao & chén u minh.

" Rén a ?", Cam Cung Thanh rd rang da nghe thiy.

" D6 1a lac ta dao téi chd 4y cude phai", T6 Tung gio cao dube 1én, soi
vao mat cai hang trén vach dia dao, mot con ran lon bay mau dang cudn tron
trong do.

" Sao nguoi khong dap chét né di ?", Cam Cung Thanh ngac nhién.

" Ta y vong tim trén than con ran nay mot chut dao 1y 1am ngudi”. To
Tung tra 101 rat ky la.

" No6i nhu thé, chic nguoi da tim ra duogc it nhiéu ?'

T6 Tung budc t61 gan dua tay ra mot cai, con ran 16n ngoan ngodn bo
1én tay y roi chuyen 1én nguoi, "Pay 1a mot con ran doc, nhung ta da bé hét
ring ctia nd rdi, mot con ran c6 doc hay khong, chi can nhin vao than hinh
ctia n6 1a biét, nhung mot ngudi c6 mang ¥ nghi doc ac hay khong, nhin 1én
trén mat lai rat kho biét".

" Cho nén ngudi dang so hon ran".

" Nhung lai chi c6 nguoi so ran, chir khong c¢6 ngudi so nguoi, trir phi 'y
biét rang d6 1a ngudi dang so".

" Ping thé", nu cudi cia Cam Cung Thanh c6 vé am hiém, "Van dé chi
1a biét duoc lac nao 1a qua muon".

" Cho nén ran con dang yéu hon nguoi", To6 Tung vudt ve con ran, "Co
lac ta rit mudn bién thanh mét con ran".

Cam Cung Thanh "ga" mot tiéng.

T6 Tung noi:

" {t nhat 12 vao mua dong hang nam ta khong phai lo ling gi".
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Cam Cung Thanh vubt rau noéi:

" P6 that ra khong phai 1a vin dé, chi cAn mua hé nguoi rang kiém
nhiéu tién mot chat, thi c¢6 thé nam nga sudt mia déng".

" Pang tiéc 1a xua nay ta vén quen phung phi", T6 Tung thd dai mot
tiéng "Chi can song qua dugc hom nay thi ta vt bo hét, chang tinh toan gi
cho ngay mai".

Cam Cung Thanh kh& cuoi:

" N6i nhu thé thi ding la nguoi nén bién thanh mét con rén, tiéc 1a mic
du ta c6 mot o1 tay ma, mdt thanh ma dao, nhung chi c6 thé bién mot nguoi
thanh mot ngudi khac cht khong thé bién ngudi thanh giéng vat".

" That rat dang tiéc", T6 Tung lai tho dai.

Con ran 16n lién tuc bo vong véo quanh ngudi y, dudi anh dude ciing
loang 16 trong rat dang so.

Cam Cung Thanh ciing khong néi gi nita, gi To Tung nay tuy khong
phai bi dién, nhung rd rang 1a mot thang khung.

Ciing chi c6 ngudi khing méi tham gia vao mot ké hoach nhu vy cia
Cam Cung Thanh.

000

Trong hém t6i man dém md mit, anh dén chiéu khong t6i, néu khong co
mot chat anh trang soi duong thi chi s¢ gio ban tay trudc mat cling khong
nhin thdy rd nim ngon.

Cho du nhu vay, d6i voi Tu Ma Tién Tién cling chang co anh huong gi,
hién tai ba ta chi con la mt cai xac khong hon, hoan toan bi tiéng sao ché
ngu, hoat dong theo tleng sao.

Nguoi thoi séao 1a Ty Ba, dang vé thich thii nhu mot dira tré con duoc
ngudi 16n cho banh keo, muoi ngén tay nhay mua trén ong sao rat nhanh le,
chum moéi thoi ra ting trang timg trang am thanh quai di.

Tiéng so khong vang to lam, nhung lang dang phi thuong, néu nghe tir
xa ma khong dé ¥, chic khong nghe thay gi.

Y vira budce di vira nhay nhot trudec mat Tu Ma Tién Tién, xem ra thi rat
nhanh nhen, nhung that ra chi bé‘mg mot nra sy nhanh nhen cua y lac binh
thuong, hai chan y vua ngan vira nho, binh thuong da budc khong dai, gio
day lai cang ngan ngin dang thuong, nén Tu Ma Tién Tién sau lung y ciing
ctr dong rat ky la, thoat nhin thay cr tudong nhu khong hé di dong, néu khong
c6 lam gi6 thdi bay tung vat 4o, thi ciing dimg im gidéng mot pho tuong.

Mot nguoi thi nhay nhoét 1ién tuc, mot nguoi thi ding yén, mot ngudi vo
cung xinh dep, mot ngudi tuy khong xau xi 1am nhung lai 1a mot 140 nhan c6
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than hinh nhu tré con, hai ngudi cing & mot chd von di it nhidu 1a sy quéi
di, dén dang di nhu thé, di nhién cang thém phan quai di.

Trong con hém khong c6 ai, nhung di hét con hém nay thi t6i gan hau
vién trong phu dé cua Bach Ngoc Lau.

Thoi gian so voi da du tinh con khoang nira gio nita.

000

Trang lanh thé luong, di gan dén nira dém, chung quanh déu im ling.

Trén cong Bach phil hai ngon dén 16ng treo cao, khong c6 ngudi canh
gac, phia trong burc tudng cling hoan toan yén lang.

Ty Ba d3 khong con maa may nhay nhét ma nhu mot khic cdy ngdi
trén dau tudng dudi anh tring, lang 18 thoi sio.

Tu Ma Tién Tién dong tac tré nén mau le, nhu mot lan khéi nhe vot 1én
dap xubng phia trong birc tudong.

Khinh cong ctia ba ta vén khong giodi lam, nhung tiéng séo va dugc vt
da kich thich ba ta.

Ty Ba nhin nhin ba ta vot qua birc tuong méi ding thang 1én, than hinh
cling roi xudng, tay phai quo mot cdi, nim ngdn tay bau vao bén trong
tuong, muon luc vot 1€n cling vot qua bure tuong.

Tu Ma Tién Tién dung yén trong vuon hoa canh tuong dudi anh trang
khong hé dong day, chd dén khi Ty Ba dap xubng, tiéng 520 troi 1én moi tiép
tuc lu6t 1én phia trude. Pung lic 4y Ty Ba ciling budng dng sdo xudng, noi
mdt cdu nhu niém than chu:

" Giét chét tat ca nhirng nguoi can dudng, bat ké 1a ai !"

Tu M3 Tién Tién khong dap, nét mat cling khong thay doi, lang dang
nhu bong ma ludt vao hanh lang.

Ty Ba dua mét nhin theo, trén mat hién ra vé khoai tra ddc ac, éng Sa0
lai trdi 1én mot tiéng hudng vé phia Tu Ma Tién Tién.

Tu Ma Tién Tién ludt téi hanh lang, khuon mat cting do khong biéu 1o
vé gi, chi c6 d6i mat day vé sét co.

Trén hanh lang ctir cach muoi budce lai co6 mot ngon den, khong sang
lam, md md trong man swong, nhu mot tim ludi mong téa ra nhidu 16p dnh
sang.

Gi6 thoi qua, tAm luéi mong rung rinh trong man suong, Tu Ma Tién
Tién than hinh chép chon trong man swong mong cang giong mot hon ma,
khuén mat dudi anh dén mo mo tro thanh khong chut huyet sdc, trang béch
mot mau. Ludt 1én mudi truong, hai ngudi thi vé tir chd ngodc chot nho ra,
hai lu6i dao cung vung 1€n chan duong.

Mot ngudi quat ngay "Ai ?"
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Tu Ma Tién Tién khong dap, cing khong dung budc, mot dao han
quang trong tay 4o dot nhién ban ra phong tdi cd hong nguoi thi vé cét tiéng
quat.

D6 1a mot thanh nhuyén kiém dai ba thudc, lai dugc canh tay ndi dai
thém, Tu M3 Tién Tién than hinh tuy con ¢ ngoai nim thudc, vay tay vung
kiém mot nhat d3 dam trung cd hong nguoi thi vé. Pam vao rat ra, "soat"
mot tiéng kho khdc, mau ban tung tde, nguoi thi vé nga lan dudi dat.

Nguoi thi v¢ kia cé gian, vira vung dao san vao, vira quat 16n:

" Bét thich khach !"

Ba chit 4y vira thoat ra khoi miéng, dau y da bay tung l1én khong, Tu M3
Tién Tién ludt toi khong mot tleng dong, trudc khi ludi dao chém toi da
vung tay quén thanh nhuyen kiém vao c6 nguoi thi vé. Tuy ba ta di mat hét
than tri, nhung vo céng van khong giam sht, phan tng lai ¢ vé mau le tan
doc hon.

Ba ta lai lu6t hon mudi trugng vé phia trude, chd bui ciy ram rap d6i
dién v6i hanh lang dot nhién xuét hién mot anh lira.

Mudi ngon dén dong thoi sang bung 1én, anh sang déu soi vao mat Tu
Ma Tién Tién.

Tu M3 Tién Tién bt gidc khung lai, cau may quay mat di.

Muoi méy thi vé theo anh dén d6 ra mau le bao vay Tu Ma Tién Tién.

Trong dém khuya dong thoi ngan 1én mot trang 4m thanh gip rut,
Truong Thién H tay nim chit cai ban toan tir bui cay vot ra, bay thang vao
hanh lang.

"Tu Ma Tién Tién...", Truong Thién HO nhin théy r0 rang, budt mi¢ng
kéu lén.

Tu M3 Tién Tién ca nguoi 13n kiém theo tiéng kéu bin vot ra téi canh
Truong Thién H9, trong tiéng quat vang, hai nguoi thi vé vung dao chém
mau ra.

Truong Thién HO budt mi¢ng kéu 1én:

"Lui mau".

Cau ndi chua dut, hai nguoi thi vé di trang kiém ngi lan xubng dat,
thanh nhuyén kiém cta Tu M3 Tién Tién nhu con ran doc phéng vao bung
ho, than téc phi thuong.

Tu M3 Tién Tién than hinh ciing giéng con ran doc ra khoi hang, thanh
nhuyén kiém rung 1én mat cai lai dam t61 mdt nguoi thi vé trude mat, nguodi
ngay vung dao toan dén dd, Truong Thién Ho d3 sin vao chiéc ban toan
quét ngang ra, "Keng" mot tiéng chin dimg thanh nhuyén kiém.

Mot chiéu kiém ndy c6 bay thirc bién hoa, Truong Thién Ho chiéc ban
toan lai xoay may vong, don d& hét toan bo.
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Tu M4 Tién Tién thanh kiém lai phong ra danh t&i, nhung déu bi
Truong Thién HO can lai, than hinh yéu di€u cua ba ta dot nhién bay 1én mdt
cdy chudi bén canh lan can.

Truong Thién Ho phan ung rat mau le, xoac chan budc ngang, chiéc
ban todn quét ngang chan trudc mat Tu Ma Tién Tién.

Tu M3 Tién Tién than hinh trén tau 14 chudi xoay chuyén mau le, tau 14
chudi tuy mém mai nhung than hinh cta ba ta van nhe nhang nhu mot soi to
bay luon trong dém.

Truong Thién Ho ciing dtng trén mot tau 1 chudi nhu thé, lién tiép don
dd bédn muoi chin chiéu kiém ctia Tu Ma Tién Tién, tau 14 chudi dudi chan
bi kiém chém dut, ong ta hu khé mot tiéng, bay chénh chéch ra, Tu M Tién
Tién ca nguoi 14n kiém phong theo, mau nhu anh chép.

Truong Thién Ho lin mot vong dudi dat, thanh kiém chém luét qua 4o,
than hinh 6ng ta trudn 1én mot cai, chiéc ban toan dap xubng, da hat thanh
kiém tung ra.

Tu Ma Tién Tién nura nguoi trén xoay mot cai, lai quay trd lai, mii
kiém lai lién tiép dam ra mudi ba nhat vao ¢ hong Truong Thién H9, kiém
sau noi kiém trude.

Truong Thién Ho chiéc ban toan xoay nhanh, dén d& xong mudi ba
kiém nay, di bi birc bach phai lui lai ntra truong.

" Ding tay !", mot tiéng quat nhu sét 1ap tic xé khong gian vang toi.

Mot ngudi mac ao gém do1 mii cao tr vuon hoa nhu cudi gio luot to1,
chinh 14 Bach Ngoc Lau.

Tu M3 Tién Tién nghe tiéng quat chot khung lai, Truong Thién Ho von
c6 thé nhan co hdi nay danh ngd ba ta, nhung thiy ba ta ding lai lai khong ra
tay. Bach Ngoc Lau con cach mot truong thi dung lai, dua mét nhin Tu M3
Tién Tién mot luot, chot hoi:

" Nguoi la a1 ?"

Tu Mai Tién Tién khong c6 phan tmg gi, khuon mit van tro tro.
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