Huyét St Vo Lam Nguyén tic : Cé Long

CHUGNG NAM MUGI MOT

TREMN VONG #OA LAU

‘ hau Lé Nhi tic [im.

Trudc mat Du B6i Ngoc, Hdi Pong Thanh lai goi nang 1a ¢6 bé con, thi
con chi 1a thé dién cta nang?

C6 thé ming nang moi danh tif ning né nhit, nang ciing chiu dudc, nhung dirng
ai cho nang 12 mdt cd bé con, nhat 12 néi nhu vay trudc mit Du Boi Ngoc!

Nang mudn trd mi€ng ngay, song nhat thdi, nang khong tim dugc 15i nao xitng
ddng nh4't v6i niém ui't tc ciia nang, nén thoi.

Du Béi Ngoc mong muén nang dau khidu mii véi Hii Péng Thanh. C6 dau
khau, ning méi quén di thuc tai, quén dudc khin truong.

Bdng nhién, chang phdt gidc ra, Hdi Pong Thanh tuy cao ngao, v 1€, md
miéng néi 12 ching nhuong 15i, nhung ddi véi c6 gdi nhd, y ¢6 phan ndo hip din.

N6i 12 y ¢6 mdt ma luc ddi véi Chau Lé Nhi ciing khong sai sy that [im! Bé&i
tuy chéng chdi v6i nhau tirng 13i néi, nang van thich cdi ly véi y, thay vi ngodnh mit
1am ngd, ndng lai tim cdch bdt chuyén maii.

Chang nhin Chau Lé Nhi, rdi nhin Hdi Pong Thanh, Iong vut sanh mdt niém hy
vong tham kin. Gid nhu I1in ndy, nang thodt nan, bi€t ddu nang ching bi Hii Pong
Thanh hap dan?

Chang cdm thay c6 thé trong cidy ndi Hai Pong Thanh nhiéu.

Né&u niém hy vong thaim kin clia chang dugc thuc hién thi chang nhe nhang biét
bao.

Bdng, H4i Pong Thanh hdi :

- C4at ha 1én dugc chang?

Du Boi Ngoc trd vé thuc t&, hdi :

-Lén dau?

Hai BPong Thanh ddp :

- Tudng thanh kia!

Phia trudc c6 bitc tudng thanh rat cao, sau bic twdng thanh 1a mot thi trdn 16n.

Lic d6, dém da xudng siu, qud gid ty rdi, clra thanh tu nhién da déng kin.

Du B6i Ngoc vdi hdi :

-H6 Lao Lio c6 gia cu tai day a?
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Hai Pong Thanh hit mot ti€ng :

- Chang 1& cdt ha ching nghira diéu d6?

Du B6i Ngoc thd dai :

- Tron ddi, ba cdu k€t véi khong bi€t bao nhiéu clru 0dn, tai ha ci tuéng ba ta
tim mot noi nao cd tich 4n cu, khong ngd ba ta lai § ngay chd phon hoa d6 hoi!

Hai BPong Thanh mim cudi :

- C6 § ndi nay, ba ta mdi tranh dudc sy truy tAm clia thiu nhidn! Mudn tim ba,
ngudi ta vao rirng sau, ndi thim, bdi ai cling dinh ninh ba khong dim chudng mit véi
doi!

Chau Lé Nhi vut thot :

- Nguoi yén tri! Bitc tudng thanh du cao hon nita, bon ta vin 1én dugc nhu
thudng! Chi s¢ cho vi bing hitu bon chin cia ngudi thoi!

Hai Pong Thanh lanh lung :

- C6 nuong dirng lo! Chi can ¢6 nuong 1én dugc 1a con ngua ciing 1én dugc nhu
thudng!

Chau Lé Nhi biu méi :

- T6t 1dm! Chinh nguci n6i cAdu dé nhé! Ta chd xem con vat c6 cdch gi 1én dugc
trén dau twdng, khong 1& bdng nhién né moc cdnh?

Nang ditng 1én, chép mit, nhdy xudéng khdi yén ngua, ddp bén canh Du Boi
Ngoc, nim tay chang thot :

- T6i nhitc diu qud, suyt mé man day, t thic nim tay tdi 16i I1én hd nhé!

Thyc ra, nang ngai Du B6i Ngoc qué ki€t sttc, khong lam sao 1€n ndéi, nén ngam
trd luc chang. Nang néi thé 1a d€ khéa 14p H4i Pong Thanh.

Du B6i Ngoc cao giong :

- Ngudi ta cho Lé Nhi la diéu ngoa, xdo trd, uoéng nganh, thuc su thi Lé Nhi thiic
thdi hon ai hét! Hon nita Lé Nhi con 6n nhu luong thién hon bat ctt mot thi€u nit nao.

Chau Lé Nhi dd birng mit, nghe néng cd hai vanh tai. Niém khoan khodi
chuyén nhanh khip co thé.

Nang cé bi€t dau, Du Bdi Ngoc muon nang dé chuyén cdi y sang Hdi Péng
Thanh?

Cé tiéng y phuc phitretret trong gid.

T4t cd déu 1én diu tudng. Hii Pong Thanh vin dua thing hai tay ra, vin giit
vitng cdi x4dc cia HO Lao Lao nhu cii, than hinh khong hé u6n lai mdt chit nao.

Y 1én dau twdng, nhu ¢6 mdt ving may & dudi chan y, dung thuit khinh cong
dén mitc do do, qua thaty 1a con ngudi doc nhat trong vii 1am.
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Chau Lé Nhi thi thim bén tai Du Boi Ngoc :
- Tt thiic xem, hdn ludn luén cudng ngao, mdi viéc gi ciing tinh tai, td rd minh

hon han moi ngudi! Hin nhu ké méi phdt gidu to, di didu cling mudn mang c3 gia tai

theo cho moi ngudi bi€t 1a minh giau!

Du B6i Ngoc cudi nhe :
- Pham nhitng ai nhd tudi, hoc dudc tii nghé cao cudng déu cé tanh cao ngao

c4. Ha hudng, hin cao ngao, nhung c6 1ong tt, ngoai nhan cé thé nhd cdy dudc! Nhat

dinh hang ngudi nhur hin, ching bao gid d€ mit mit véi minh dau.

Chau Lé Nhi hit mot ti€ng :

- T thic ciing tré tudi, ciling tai cao, sao ti thic khong cao ngao?

Du B6i Ngoc dép :

- Ta dau sdnh dugc véi hin?

Chau Lé Nhi diu giong :

- Ai néi tf thic khong sdnh dudc v6i hin? Mudi hin cling khong hon tit thiic!
Vao thdi ky d6, thién ha thdi binh, quin linh canh thanh chénh mdng nhiém vu,

ngu say nhu cu dan thi trdn.

Ho 1én trén thanh, khong mdt tén quan canh niao con thic nén ching bi cit van

phién phifc.

sao?

Chau Lé Nhi vain chua budng tha Hii Pong Thanh, budc d€n gan y, héi :

- Con bing hitu bon chan cta ngudi dau? Tai sao hdn chua 1én?

Hai bong Thanh cudi nhe :

- C6 khi nao ¢6 nuong thAy mot con ngua biét thuit khinh cong ching?

Chiu Lé Nhi gidt minh :

- Nhung ngudi da néi la né 1€n duge kia ma?

Hai Dong Thanh diém nhién :

- Tai ha néi thé @€ gat tré nit thoi!

Chau Lé Nhi titc chét dudc, song n€u nang cdi nita thi thanh ra nang la tré nit

Lan thit nhat, nang gip ké doi dau.
Lan thit nhat, ning gip khic tinh!

000

Dudi dnh tring thu, nhitng mdi nha trdi dai nhu nhitng tAm bac nhd, cao thap

bat dong, ddu day c6 ti€ng trong di€m canh vong dén.

Chung quanh, tich mich lanh lung!
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Ho nhdy xudng chin tudng, di theo may con dudng ti€n vao trung tAm thi tran.

Noi d6 tap trung gidi song vé dém, hang quin con md cita, khdach con dn udng
nhu thudng.

NhA't 13 ndi bdn hoa bi€t néi, nhitng noi d6 nhon nhip khach tim hoa.

Ho cang di vao trung tAm, cang nghe tiéng ngudi néi oang oang.

Mot Am thinh thi€u nit vang 1én ti€p theo 12 mot trang cudi trong tréo :

- Cao cong ti! Truong cong ti! Ngay mai dén sém nhé! To6i chuin bi miy thic
dn ngon, chd hai vi ddy!

Mot Am thanh nam nhan ti€p noi :

- Pugc! Pugc! Pugce rdi! N&u ldo ba clia ho Cao khong xé xdc 3o ra thi nhat
dinh c4 hai sé c6 mit!

Mot thi€u nit khdc cAt ti€ng :

- Nhé bdo qua Tién cong tif mot ti€ng hd Van Linh d6! N&u Tién cdng t khong
dé&n, Van Linh sé 6m tudng tu, c6 thé chét 1im!

Mot nam nhin bit cudi khanh khach :

- Van Linh tuong tu ngudi hay tuong tu bac?

Thi€u nif sirng so :

- Pirng néi oan udng ngudi ta chit! Ai mé bac? Con ngudi hao hoa phong nhi,
da dugc yéu mé mét, roi lam bd 1am tich! Cao hanh 1dm, chi em t6i bd rdi cho xem!

Ho Truong cudi hi hi :

- Thoé1 di, Huong Huong a!

Nam va nit d6i ddp nhau mot lic, ti€ng cudi im bit. Sau d6, mot thi€u ni¥ traim
giong thot v6i nang kia :

- Tiéu tién thi keo kiét, thdy gdi dep 1a hip mit! Ngay mai, néu ching mang
dén cho ta hai chi€c xuy€n vang, thi ditng hong vao cita!

Nang kia cau nhau :

- Lam dn ma gip thi rit chda, cé 1& dén khi chét ciing chang kip dd tién mua
mot ¢d quan tai!

000

Chau Lé Nhi cau may :

- Bon d6 1am cdi gi ma nira dém lai ra rit v4i trai?

Hai BPong Thanh mim cudi :

- C6 nuong khong biét sao? Trén ddi, cé hai nghé khong von, mot 1a cudng dao,
haila...
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Y khong ti€p ndt.

Chau Lé Nhi chgt hi€u.

Nang d6 birng mit, git :

- Nguoi dua bon ta d€n chd nay?

Hai Dong Thanh diém nhién :

- Khong dua dén day thi dua dén dau?

Du B6i Ngoc gidt minh :

- Pay la nha HS Lao Lao?

Hai BPong Thanh lanh lung :

- C4t ha khong nghira diéu d6 a?

Du Bdi Ngoc tram ngdm mot lic, cudi kho :

- Phdi rdi! Khong ai tudng ndi ba ta & trong mdt k§ vién! Mudn tim ba d€ ma
bdo thi, ngudi ta di khip bon phudng trdi, c6 khi nao lai vao nhitng ndi nhu k§ vién?
Hudng chi, ba lai 1a chi motky vién, khdch tim hoa ¢6 khi ndo gip mitba?

Hai bong Thanh ti€p ndi :

- V6 luan 13 ai vao day rdi, déu mat hét nira phan ty chd qua ba chén rugu, ho
c6 gilt gin gi dudc vdi gdi dep bén minh? C6 bi mat gi, ho ty khai ra, khong nhiéu
ciing it, cho nén moi dién bién trong giang hd, moi muu do ctia khich giang hd, déu
khong lot qua tai v mit ba ta!

Chau Lé Nhi cudi lanh :

- P61 v6i cudc sinh hoat clia gidi ndy, ngudi bi€t quda nhiéu khia canh! Pdng
phuc nguci c6 kinh nghi€ém phong phu!

Hai Dong Thanh diém nhién :

- Piing vdy, c6 nuong! Tai ha thita nhdn 1a minh ¢6 kinh nghiém rit phong phu
vé sinh hoat clia giGi ca k! Chiang han, riéng trong tda Vong Hoa Lau nay, it nhat tai
ha ciing t6i lui hAing mudi, hing trim lan, va quen mit hon mudi déa hoa bi€t néi,
trong s& d6 ¢6 nang Huong Huong vira rdi d6 1a mot!

Chau Lé Nhi biu méi, toan néi chi d6, Du Bdi Ngoc da ca't ti€ng trudce :

- N&u Hai huynh khéng thudng dén noi ddy, thi lam sao biét tung tich cia Ho
Lao Lao?

Qua khdi mot khiic quanh, ho thdy mot vong ctra I6n, son dd, hai bén cira c¢6 hai
ngon dén 16ng, bén trén hai ngon dén cé tAm bié€n khic ba chit to : Vong Hoa Lau!

Lic d6, c6 hai trang hdn van y phuc ngidn mau xanh, dang quét don trudc cia.

Canh hai trang hdn d6, mot ngudi van chi€c 4o lya gidi mau xanh, ding chip
tay sau lung thot :
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- Bén trén c6 may chd bui do ddy qud, ngay mai, hiy gtti thd dén son phét lai!

Y nghe ti€ng dong, voi quay minh lai.

Dué6i 4nh dén, guong mit y hién rd, y vao trac tudi bon mudi, in mic chdi
chudt, téc bdi dau ldang béng, ham rau cit got k§ cang.

Y ¢6 vé 12 mdt phong luu cdng tit, nhung lai & trong mot k§ vién, di€u dé qua
that qudi la.

Y c6 mit tai ddy, trong phong cdnh d6, n€u khong 1 chi nhan, hin ciing 1a
nhin vién qudn ly, chif nhat dinh ching phdi 12 mot khach lang chdi con la ca vao gid
phiit nay, tai bic thém k§y vién.

Hai BPong Thanh budc t4i.

Hai trang hdn nghinh dén lién. Chiing cudi ti toét budng ciu ca tung ngay :

- A! H4i thi€u gia da d€n! Hai thing ving béng rdi con gi!

R&i chiing héi :

- Sao Hai thi€u gia dé€n muodn th&?

Ngudi kia cudi ti€p :

- Cling may Huong Huong chua ngii! C6 1€ nang linh cdm 1a H4i thi€u gia s&
dé&én dém nay hay sao 4y! Nang ngdi Iy mot chd chd dgi tir ddu dém dén gis! Nang tir
chdi td't cd cdc vi khdch yéu cau dudc nang ti€p dén!

H3i Pong Thanh khong budn luvu y dén chiing, y trirng mit nhin ngudi trung
nién van 4o dai lua xanh ddéng canh thém.

Ngudi trung nién vong tay vdi chdo, di€ém mot nu cudi thot :

- K§ vién dia dé&n gid déng cira, song Hai thi€u gia 1a khdch quen, c6 thé...

Hai Bong Thanh lanh lung chidn ngay cAundiciay :

- Ngudi 1a chi nhén?

Ngudi trung nién mim cudi :

- Khong ddm nhén hai ti€ng trong vong d6 dau, H4i thi€u gia!

Héi bong Thanh hit mot ti€ng :

- Sao ta ching gip nguoi 1an ndo cd? Ta dén diy rat thudng ma?

Ngudi trung ni€én cudi nhe :

- Ti€éu nhan 13 tuc, khdch 13 tién, tuc bao gid dim thdi thudng pho hinh dang
trude bac tién? Lam nhu vay, quy khdach sé mat cd hing!

Héi Dong Thanh vin lanh ling nhv thudng :

- Phdi! Pham ai d&€n day, cling déu c¢6 muc dich tim nit nhan, n€u gip nam nhan
thi cdi hitng tiéu tan mat! Nhung nguoi khong 16 dién chang phdi sg mit cdi hing cia
khdch dau!
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Trung nién 4o xanh ludn ludn giit nu cudi ve vudt ndi modi, caing nghe khdch
néi, cang cdm th4y tinh hinh bat 1¢i, nu cudi tit ngay, rdi quay minh, toan budc di.

Hai BPong Thanh quat :

- bing lai!

Ngudi trung nién c6 nd lai nu cudi :

- Tai ha di goi Huong Huong, thi€u gia...

H3i Pong Thanh trim giong :

- Ta d€n ddy khong phdi tim Huong Huong, ma dén d€ tim nguoi day!

Ngudi trung ni€n gidt minh :

- Tim tai ha?

Hai Pong Thanh hit mot ti€ng :

- Nguoi khong nhén ra ta, chit ta nhén ra ngudi!

Ngudi trung nién thodng bi€n sic mit, song van con cudi gugng :

- Hay 1a & diy c6 vi c6 nuong nao dic tdi véi Hai thi€u gia nén HAi thi€u gia
dinh qué trach tai ha?

Hai Bong Thanh lanh giong :

- Trong bon cdc nguoi diy, c6 mot ngudi dic tdi vdi ta!

Ngudi trung nién kinh ngac :

- Ai th€, thi€u gia? Huong Huong?

Hai Dong Thanh lic dau :

- Khong!

Ngudi trung nién lai hoi :

- Ti€u To? T6 ti€u ti€u?

H3i Pong Thanh trim giong :

- Khong phai ti€u ti€u ma 1a 130 130!

Ngudi trung nién tdi mit, song tanh ndi 1&n lién, bat cudi khanh khéch :

- Thi€u gia néi chuyén nghe c6 duyén qua!

Chau Lé Nhi vdi xen vao :

- Ngudi ha tat phdi ddu vo mom vd miéng vdi hin nita? Ci bdo hin vao goi
trugng phu cda Ho Lao Lio ra diy 1a hon?

Héi Pong Thanh day qua nang, hit mot ti€ng :

- C6 nuong c6 biét hin la ai khong?

Chau Lé Nhi kinh hai, hap tp hi :

- Hin 12 truong phu cia HO Lao Lao sao?

Mot su qudi!
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Ho6 Lio Lao gia d€n dd khong con mot chi€c ring, khong con mot phan da miit
khong nhiin nheo, lai c6 mot ngudi chdng thudc hang cong tf mit hoa da phan.

Chau Lé Nhi nim mong ciing khong thé tudng ndi diéu dé.

Hai Bong Thanh hdi lai :

- C6 nuong c6 biét tai sao hdn khong ddm chudng mit cho ngudi ddi trong thay
ching?

Chau Lé Nhi lic dau :

- Lam gi ta bi€t dudc chuyén riéng ctia hin?

Hai Pong Thanh gidi thich :

- Chi vi nim xua, hin c6 chit it danh vong trén giang hd, gid ddy hin mé mot
k§ vién, song bing hoan lac clia gidi yéu hoa, néu giang hd biét dugc di€u d6, thi dé€n
td tong clia hidn ciing phdi gdm dau cidi mit, ch dirng néi d€n chinh hin!

Chau Lé Nhi chép chdp mit :

- Hin 12 mot nhan vat hitu danh ngay truéc?

Hai Dong Thanh gat dau :

- Phdi! Tuy nhién, hdn chua dugc liét vao hang thugng dinh trong vo 1am!

ChAu Lé Nhi hdi :

- Hin c6 danh hiéu 1a gi?

Hai BPong Thanh ddp :

- Hin 12 thi€u chd nhin cia Van Moc Son Trang tai Huynh Son, trén giang ho,
ngudi ta goi hin 12 Nhw Hoa Ki€m Khdch, hin ho T tén Nhuge Vii!

Chau Lé Nhi cudi 16n :

- Mot déa hoa dep! Con ngudi dep d& nhu hin,lai di 14y vo ¢8 H6 Lio Lo vira
gid vira xau! Piing 12 mot déa hoa dep cdm trén bai phan trau!

Hai Dong Thanh diém nhién :

- Chit ¢6 nuong khong tha'y gdi mudi lim, mudi sau 14y nhitng 1d0 nhan sdu bdy
muoi tudi a?

Chau Lé Nhi thodng dé mit vi cdi viéc v tré 18y chong gia, voi cdi :

- Vg tré 18y chdong gia khdc hon chdong gid 14y v tré! Khdc xa!

Hai bong Thanh cudi nhe :

- Khdc th& ndo dugc? NEu c6 khéc thi khdc vé muc dich thoi. Vo tré 14y chdng
gia 13 vi tién vi danh, con chdng tré 14y vo gia nhu trudng hop cda Tir Nhuge Vi va
Ho6 Lio Lo, 1a vi vii cong!

Guong mit ciia T Nhuge Vil bién sdc, thoat dd, thoat xanh, thoat tring theo
cdu chuyén cua Hdi Bong Thanh va Chau L& Nhi.
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Chau Lé Nhi dinh ninh th€ ndo y ciling phdt tic va khong thé khong dong tha.

Nhung y bdt dong.

Mot lic 1au, y cudi, rdi hdi :

- Céc vi da dén day tim tai ha, vy c6 thé vao trong nha mot lic ching?

Hai Pong Thanh lanh lung :

- Ngudi khong mdi, ta cling vao!

Hai hdn trang quét don khi€p qud, toan chudn di, Hii Pong Thanh bdng quay
dau lai, trao manh vdn c¢6 quan lua chung quang cho chiing, b3o :

- Mang theo ta!

C4 hai khong ddm nhan, ma ciing khong ddm khudc tir, cudi cling ciing dua tay
ra, song doi tay mém nhiin, vat d6 roi xudng.

Hai Bong Thanh kip chup lai, hét :

- Cdc nguoi biét vat gi diy khong?

Hai trang hdn tdi mit, 1ic dau :

- Khong biét!...

Chau Lé Nhi cao giong :

- Quy vo gid d6! N&u cdc ngudi 1am v3 ra thi ding 12 cdc ngudi tdi sd rdi!

Mot trang hdan danh bao héi :

- Chic thi€u gia mang dén ting Huong Huong?

Chau Lé Nhi hit mot ti€ng :

- Ping l1a vit ting, nhung khong phdi danh cho Huong Huong ma 1a danh cho
xu xu!

Hai trang hdn gidt minh :

- Xd x4? O day chi ¢c6 Huong Huong c6 nudng, chit lam gi ¢6 xd xu ¢6 nuong?

Chau Lé Nhi bat cudi khanh khéch :

- Mot déa hoa cdm trén bai phan trdu khong phdi 1a xd xd thila gi?

Hai trang hdn cdm ling.

Chiing trinh trong mang vat d6, khong phdi ning lim, ma ching xuit han,
chiing s¢ qud, md hdi dim minh.

Tu Nhuge Vi van tudi cudi, van 4n cAn mdi khdch, nhung 4nh mit ludn ludn
chép.

V6 ludn ai lam gi ciing khong lot qua 4nh mit d6!

X
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Ho di qua nhiéu hanh lang, nhiéu sin cd, nhi€u day nha dén mot hoa vién, noi

d6 ¢6 mdt tdoa nha cuc ky u tich, chung quanh hoa nd dd trim sic, trim loai.

dudi.

Nha, thudc loai c6 1au, rém chiu che phi khip bon phia, trén 1du ciing nhu ting

Nhung, dén thi khong sdng 1dm.

Pau day cé tiéng rén khé, chen 14n tiéng cudi.

Chau Lé Nhi 14y lam la, ching hi€u tai sao lai c6 ti€ng cudi pha 14n tiéng rén.
Nang c6 bi€t diu, nhitng loai ti€ng dong dé rat thudng cé tai mot k§ vién.
Pén trude ngdi lau nhd d6, hai trang hdn bdng dit vit trén tay xudng dat.

Héi Dong Thanh tritng mit :

- Ta bdo cdc ngudi mang di, sao cdc ngudi lai dit xuéng day?

Hai trang hdn rung ngudi ban bat :

- Py 1a cu s8 cla thdi phu nhan, bon ti€u nhan khong ddm vao!

T Nhuge Vii vo nhe 1én ching, 6n tdn bdo :

- C¢ mang vao! Pa c¢6 ta, ching sao dau!

Du y cho phép, hai trang hdn vin khong yén long, c6 1& ching qué sd vi ldo phu

Du B6i Ngoc bong thg dai :

- Thu phdp cta cdt ha cay doc that!

Tu Nhugc Vi cudi nhe :

- Nhin luc cda cdt ha 19i hai that!

Du Bdi Ngoc day qua hai trang hdn, hdi :

- Tai gia dinh, cdc ngudi con ngudi than chui?

Ching ddt vat d6 1én ban, mdt t€n dap :

- G4 ho Vu ddc than, con ti€u nhan c¢6 vo roi nhung chua c6 con!
Du B6i Ngoc cau may :

- V& nha nhanh di, n€u khong ching con kip thdy mit vg!

Trang hdn d6 bién sic :

- Ti€u... ti€u nhan chét?

Du Boi Ngoc gt dau :

- C4c vi da bi€t qud nhiéu bi mat tai diy, con hy vong sdng s6t nita sao?
Chang nhin sang Tu Nhudgc V.

Trang hdn d6 ciing nhin Tt Nhudgc Vi, rung rung giong hoi :

- Th€ nay 12 nghia gi?

Du Boi Ngoc ti€p ndi chan 13i T Nhudc Vi :
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- Mé 4o ra di, nhin chd bi chd nhin cla nguoi v vao vira réi xem thi biét cdi
nghia ly do ra sao?

Hai dai hdn 14p ttc c§i phing chi€c 4o.

Noi dau vai c6 dau ban tay, gifta d4u ban tay c6 mot 16 nhd bing diu mii kim,
mdu chdy tir 16 d6, rin chung quang, m4u den si.

Miu tuy it, song béc mui tanh nhu nhét cd chét.

Hai trang h4n bié€n sic mit nhu mau dat.

Du B6i Ngoc giai thich :

- Chd nhin cdc vi, ldc vd tay xudng vai, hai ngén tay c6 kep mot miii cham,
chidm c6 ddc nén ddm vao da, khdong gdy cam gidc dau dén chit nao!

Hii Pong Thanh 16 vé than phuc Du Boi Ngoc vo cling. Y ty nhan vé cin thin,
tinh t€, binh tinh, y con ké m Du Boi Ngoc rit xa.

Hai trang hdn nhao xudng nén, vira dip dau vira van xin Tit Nhuge Vii dung tha
mang song.

Tu Nhudc Vii khong luu y dén chiing, day qua Du Boi Ngoc, mim cudi thot :

- Huynh dai nhin xét ra't diing, song con thi€u...

Du B6i Ngoc thd ra :

S A?

Tiur Nhude Vii diém nhién :

- Bay gid ching c6 vé, ciing chang vé kip dén nha dau!

Hai trang hdn, bi€t 1 phdi chét, c6 ditng 1én chay vé nha, song vira ditng 1&n lai
ngd xudng, lai ditng 1én, vira ngd vira ditng, vira chay vira hét, ra d€n ngoai clta ti€ng
hét im bat.

T Nhuoce Vi mim cudi, thdt véi theo :

- Cdc ngudi yén tam ra di! Moi vi€c sao, ta li€u cho!

Viéc sau 1a chdn cat, 12 trg cAp cd nhi, qué phu.

CAu néi d6 budng ra 1am chdm dit hai mang song!

Chau Lé Nhi thé dai :

- Bay gid ta mdi biét, trdi sanh ra nguoi va HO Lio Lio 1a d€ k&t thanh mot
do6i! C4 hai phdi phdi hgp v6i nhau mdi ding ludt Am duong hoa hgp!

Tu Nhuge Vi mim cudi :

- Tai ha va ba 4y thanh vo chdng vdi nhau tir nhiéu ndm rdi, tv nhién tai ha
phdi hoc hdi mot vai sé ning clia ba Ay!

Chau Lé Nhi traim giong :

- N6i vé da mit day, c6 18 ba 4y phdi hoc lai nguoi!
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Tu Nhudgc Vi lanh lung :

- C6 nuong qué khen!

Chau Lé Nhi tiép :

- Mu6n diét khau, nguoi phai gi€t hai ga d6, cling chua dd. Néu mudn giit hoan
toan bi mat, phai gi€t luén bon chiing ta ba ngudi!

Tu Nhudgc Vi khong dédp.

Hai Bbong Thanh cudi lanh :

- Hin dua ching ta vio tin ndi ndy, c6 nuong tudng hin sé& d€ cho ching ta
séng sota?

Chau Lé Nhi a 1én mot tiéng :

- Thi ra hdn ¢6 y dé!

Hai Bbong Thanh riin vai :

- Rt ti€c hdn chua dd sic 1am cdi viée dé!

T Nhudgc Vil khong néi gi, chi cudi lanh.

Hai bong Thanh vut quay mit lai, trirng mat nhin T Nhugc Vi :

- Nguoi cé bi€t bon ta mang vat gi dén cho nguci khong?

Tiur Nhude Vii diém nhién :

- Né&u tai ha dodan khong 1am thi d6 1a thi thé clia vo tai ha!

Thin sic clia y khong bi€n ddi khi néi 1én cau d6. P&n c4 ddi mit cling ching
chép.

Chau Lé Nhi gidt minh kéu 1é€n :

- Ngudi khong 18y lam la 42

Tiur Nhude Vii vin diém nhién :

- Vao nidi mai cling c¢6 ngdy phdi gip cop! Vg tai ha giy thu két odn khip noi,
tai ha da nghi d€n trudng hgp nay tir ldu rdi. Phdi c6 ngay diéu d6 xdy ra! Van dé 1a
sém hay mudn thoi!

Chau Lé Nhi tré6 mit :

- Nguoi khong dau kho?

Tu Nhuge Vi mim cudi :

- C4c vi dd hi€u tai ha 14y ba ta vé 1am vg 1 vi vii cong, thi gid day, tai ha
khéc than, ching héa ra tao trd cudi cho cdc vi sao?

ChAu Lé Nhi hdi :

- Nhu vdy 1a bon ta di 1am gitdp ngudi mot viéc ma nguoi khong thé 1am?

Tw Nhuge Vi mim cudi, khong dap.

Su im ling cda y ddng nghia véi sy mic nhin.
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Chau Lé Nhi tiép :

- Vi hoc v8, nguoi 14y ba ta 1am vd, cdi d6 da danh. Ta mudn biét tai sao ngudi
mong ba ta chét?

Nang thdt xong, nhao t6i Tt Nhudc Vii, ddnh ludn ba chiéu, toan 1a chiéu tri
mang.

Tu Nhudc Vi kinh hdi, voi trdnh ra xa ngoai mot thudc, tré mit héi :

- Tai sao c6 nuong bat binh? C6 nuong bénh vuc ba ta?

Chau Lé Nhi hét 16n :

- Con ngudi vd tinh v6 nghia nhu nguoi, ai ai cling cé quyén trir diét!

Nang con mudn nhdy t6i ddnh ti€p, nhung Du Bdi Ngoc di kip ngin chidn nang
lai.

H4i Dong Thanh nao bi€t dugc ning nhé dén trudng hgp mau than vi tinh nhan
khi phu ma lia bd c6i doi! B6i me nang chét thim vi ngudi v6 tinh v nghia, nang
dim ra odn han tat cd nhitng ngudi vo tinh vo nghia trén th€ gian.

Khi nang viing vy khdi nim tay ctia Du Boi Ngoc, thi Hdi Pong Thanh chin
nang lai.

Y cau may nhic :

- Gidi dugc! C6 nuong quén rdi a?

Chau Lé Nhi rung rung giong :

- Ta tha chiu ché&t vi thudc ddc, nhat dinh khong dung thit loai vo tinh vo nghia!

Bdng, c6 ti€ng chin ngudi vang 1én noi vdn lau, réi mot giong oang oang tiép
theo :

- Lai c6 ké tring doc cda liéu dau d6 nita rdi! D€ ta xem cho biét ai!

Ho6 Lio Lao gid nhu thé con ¢6 ngudi goi 1a liéu dau, khong cin trong thdy
ngudi dé ra sao, bon Du Bdi Ngoc ciing bi€t ngay d6 12 miu than ciia mu ta.

Tié€ng cdp cdp vang 1én 16n dan.

Khong 1au 1im, mot 130 ba xud't hién, tay td cAm xau chudi, tay hitu chdng giy,
¢6 hai ti€u hoan kém hai bén, diu ba.

Téc ba bac tring, miéng lai chang mat mot chi€c ring nao, khdc han H Lio
Lio 1a con ma ring lai rung sach, ching con mot chiéc.

Ba ¢6 vé hién tir ddng kinh, than thdi doan trang, nhu mot vi cao ménh phu
nhan.

M4t ba me nhu thé, lai sanh con nhu thé&?

Chau Lé Nhi, Du B6i Ngoc va Hdi Pong Thanh hét strc 14y 1am la.
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T Nhuge Vil cung cung kinh kinh buéc t6i nghinh dén ba. Y thi thim may
ti€ng bén tai ba.

H6 1ao phu nhin rung rung ngudi, mé téc cda ba rung rung nhu td bong gié
10ng, hap tap hodi :

- Trén mit ban d6, phdi khéng?

Tu Nhuge Vii gt dau :

- Phai!

H6 1ao phu nhin rung rung giong :

- Chét t6t Idm! T6t lim! Gia dd ndéi véi né bi€t bao nhiéu 1an roi! Gia khuyén
nd, dirng ham hai ngudi ddi nita! Gia canh cdo nd, hai nhin thi ¢6 ngay nhan ciing hai
lai!

Ba khoéc!

Khéc mot ldc, ba nhip ddu trudng com c6p xudng nén, traim giong bio :

- Cho ngudi mai tdng né di, cang xa cang hay! Gid cAm nhu khong c6 con,tir
nay, dirng ai nhic dén tén né trudc mit gia!

Du B6i Ngoc khong ngd, con tan dc th€ ma me lai bi€t dat nghia nhu thé'!

Chang han H6 Lio Lo bao nhiéu thi lai cang kinh phuc H6 1do phu nhin bat
nhi€u.

H6 1a0 phu nhin nhim mit mot lic 1au, r6i mé mit ra héi :

- Vinao tring ddc cia n6?

Tw Nhuge Vi dua tay chi Chau Lé Nhi :

- Vicd nuong nay!

Ho6 ldo phu nhan nhuéng mit nhin k§ cang, thé dai néi :

- Vi cb nuong d6 a? Vii nhi! Budc t6i xem ¢6 nuong dé tring ddc thé nao?

Ba than :

- Mot ¢6 nuong dang yéu th€ kia ma né nhin tdim ha doc! Thit tan nhin qu4!

Tu Nhudgc Vi toan budce t61, Chau Lé Nhi cao giong :

- Khong can xem! T6i bi ba ta ding méng tay c6 doc bAm ling da!

Ho6 ldo phu nhian kéu to :

- C6 nuong bi n6é quao tring?

Chau Lé Nhi gatdau :

-U!

Ho6 ldo phu nhian héi :

- Tai chd nao?

Chéau Lé Nhiddp:
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-G ban tay!

H6 ldo phu nhin cau may :

- Bao nhiéu l1au r6i?

Chau Lé Nhi cudi budn :

- P€&n sdng maila ding ba ngay ba dém!

Ho6 ldo phu nhin nhin trdi thé dai :

- Ta on trd1 phat! Khong qua mudn ma cling khong s6m qud!

Du B6i Ngoc héi :

- Th€ 12 c6 phuong cttu hd ba?

H6 a0 phu nhin diu giong :

- Mot vi ti€u c6 nudng ddng yéu nhu thé kia, trdi ndo d€ cho chét yéu! Cdc vi
yén tdm di!

Du B6i Ngoc thd phao.

Chiu gian lao, tim khd suSt ba ngiy ba dém! It nha't ciing c6 phin thuéng xing
diang chu, cho bd cong khé nhoc!

Bao nhiéu cing thing trong thé xdc gid dudc thdo tung, ching nhu chdi vdi suyt
nga.

Chang cd ti€p mot cau :

- Tuy biét 1o phu nhan trong dao nghia nhu vdy, con mdt viéc nay tai ha cin
phdindird!...

Ho6 ldo phu nhian héi :

- Viéc gi?

Du B6i Ngoc thot :

- Ho Lo Lao chét ching do ai ham hai cd. Ba thdy 1a tuyét vong nén tu sit.
Con may hang chit ba ta luu lai trén manh gb dé, 1do phu nhan doc qua 13 hi€u ngay!
Ba 4y c6 dé cap dén gidi dugc!

Ho6 ldo phu nhin thé dai :

- C4t ha tudng can phai nhin m4y hang chit d6, gid mdi chiu cttu ti€u cd nudng
nay sao?

Du B6i Ngoc vong tay :

- Du th€ nao di nita, cdi on cifu nan ctia 1do ba, bon tai ha xin ghi nhd sudt doi!

H6 140 phu nhin diu giong :

- Chic cdc vi lao nhoc 1dm, vdy hay ngdi tai ddy nghi mot ldc di, gia 14y thudc
roi trd lai ngay!

Ba chdong giy, trd ra ngodi, hai tén ti€u hoan khiéng xdc H Lio Lio theo sau.
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Tu Nhudc Vii chay dén diu ba.

Du B6i Ngoc mudn néi gi dé, lai thoi.

Chang qui mét nhoc, khong con sitc chiu dung nita, nga ngdi trén ghé.

Hai bong Thanh thét :

- C4t ha yén tri, khong qud nita khic, ba 4y s& mang gidi dugc dén day!

Chau Lé Nhi hit mot ti€ng :

- Gi4 nhu ba ta khong mang dén?

Hai Bbong Thanh cudi lanh :

- Ba 4y phdi biét, n€u khong mang thudc dén, thi tai ha sé ching dé€ cho ba ta
yén! Tai ha tuéng, ba ta khdng c6 cdi gan qud 16n!

X
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