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D@ng tinh hi€u ky, cd hai theo bic thang di xudng. Long hanh tdi den,
thoat dau ho di rdt chim, bugc tirng bic thang mdt, ddgi cho mit quen vdi bong tdi
roi méi budc nhanh.

Xuong sdu dd mudi 1im bac, ho gip mdt con dudng hanh lang, bit dau tr
bac thang cudi cing udn khic quanh co chay vong theo hinh trong gid son.

Di nhién Bach Thi€u Huy vad Pham Thu theo con dudng hanh lang di tdi.
Mot lic sau, ho d€n mot toa luong dinh khong 16n 14m, trong tdoa dinh ching cé gi
qui gid, chi c6 mot chi€c ban va miy chi€c gh€ bing d4 xanh.

Pén toan luong dinh ndy 14 noi tin cling cda con dudng hanh lang, khong
con 161 ndo ti€n ti nita.

Nhin quanh quin, Bach Thi€u Huy hét stic 14y 1am la, ty hdi cht nhan cé céi
hitng gi lai cho xay cit mdt noi nghi m4t ngay trong 10ng hon gid son nhu thé nay.
Hin chd nhan phadi cé6 mot dung y ndo khac biét, nhung dung y d6 c6 thé bi€u hién
4§ vat gi trong toa nha nay?

Chi nhan ding ndi nay dé nhdt ngudi ching? Né&u thé thi nhdt & dau? Noi
day dau phdi 12 mot chd bi mat kin ddo tuyét d6i? Nhung néu noi day khong phdi
12 mdt noi quan trong, tai sao ho cho mai phuc cung tién thii phong, ngidn ngira
ngudi bén ngoai ddt nhap?

Bach Thi€u Huy quan sit lai mot 1an nita, ching tim ra dugc mot diém nhd
nhit nao kha nghi c6 th€ huéng din mdt cudc truy ciu.

Chang tin ngan ddng tai chd.

Chgt Pham Thu goi chang:

— Pai ca! Minh ¢6 tim xem ¢ ¢d quan nao trong ngdi nha nay ching?

Nghe Pham Thu goi, chang tinh ngd.

Trudc khi vao toa thach that dusi l1ong dit, ciia me con Huong Huong, chang
khdm pha ra 16i di bi mit sau buc thd trong ngdi mi€u, rdi lic theo ddi ké gid mao
Vin Huong gido chi, chang ciing kham ph4 ra 18i di sau tugng T6 Su Ma Gido, riit
kinh nghiém d6, chang buéc d€n chi€c ban, c6 xoay qua, xoay lai thit xem. Vo ich,
chi€c ban vin bat dong.

Chang xoay chi€c ban, con Pham Thu nhich ddng may chi€c gh€, hin ciing
ching thu dugc két qua gi.

Cudi cuing, Bach Thi€u Huy ning bong mit ban 1&én. BAt ngd, mit ban theo
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tay chang r5i chan, chang hét stfc mirng rd, voi toc mit ban khdi chan, dit xuéng
bén canh.

Ca hai suyt rd 1én vi khodi tra.

Thi ra, chidn ban 1a mot ting d4 to, tac hinh tron, nhd hén mit ban mot ty,
1ong rdng, bén trong 1a mot 10 rOng, dn thdong xudng, vi t6i qud, khong rd xudng
bao siu.

An u6c, bén trong c6 bic thang.

Bach Thi€u Huy ciing Pham Thi dwa mit nhin nhau, mim cudi. Ho khong
néi ra, nhung ho tham nghi.

Phai chi! It nhit ciing c6 dung ¥ gi nén Trang chi Duong Gia Trang méi
ki€n tao tda luong dinh nay. Va chic chin bén dudi, cé6 4n chita nhi€u bi mat.

Bach Thi€u Huy bio:

— Hién dé ding day, canh chirng nhé, ngu huynh xudng dudi xem cho biét c6
g1 bi mat chiang!

Pham Thu lic dau:

— Xudng, cd hai cling xudng, ai lai d& mot minh dai ca di! N&u c6 xdy ra
viéc gi, ti€u dé khong ti€p trg dai ca kip lic, c6 phdi 12 4n han 1im ching? Minh
c6 thé day mat ban lai nhu cii, gid si ¢ ai vao diy, ciing khong phét gidc ra dudc
12 minh da xudng bén dudi.

Bach Thi€u Huy bi&t hin nghi quyé&t ¢6 Huong Huong dusi dudng him, hin
ndn néng xudng day gidi ctu nang ngay, nén khong chiu & mot minh, chang danh
chiu 1ong hin, gat dau:

— Vay ciing dugc, hién dé xudng truc di, ngu huynh khuin mit ban diy lai
roi xudéng theo.

Pham Thu khong ddi giuc 1an thit hai, vugt qua miéng chan ban rdng, Bach
Thi€u Huy dua tay ning mit ban 1én, hup dau xudng, dit mit ban vao chd cii, rdi
xudng theo.

Pham Thi dua moi Ira, roi dudng leo xudng that nhanh, cé vé hin néng niy
nhu Bach Thi€u Huy di nghi. Hin bd chang may nic thang.

Chdt, hin kéu nhd:

— Pai ca! C6 vong ctia diy roi! Cita bing sit.

Bach Thi€u Huy da dé€n noi, nhin sdi xich quan quanh khoen ctta, chua kip
n6i gi, Pham Tha da rdt ki€m chém dit sdi xich sit.

Ca hai md cira bugc vao.

Anh sdng mdi 1a khong t3 14m, song ciing dd soi cho ho thiy nhitng gi trong
gian nha kha rdng do ho vira kham pha.
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Gian nha d6 biing d4, bon phdi déu c6 tudng ciing biing d4, chi trir c6 vong
clfa biing sit. Trong gian nha, c6 may chi€c gh€ va mdt chi€c ban biing gb.

Tan clng phia trong, c6 mot ddng ¢ trdi khd day lam ném, trén déng c6 do,
hién c6 bdy tdm ngudi nim thiém thi€p nhu chét.

Pham Thu dwa mdi Ifa roi mit tirng ngudi mot, thia't vong kéu 1én:

— Pai ca, toan 1a nam nhan, khong c6 Huong Huong!

Bach Thi€u Huy budc lai gan, quan sat tirng ngudi mot.

Trong s6 bdy ngudi, c6 mot 1do nhan van 40 mau xanh, mdt dai hdn rau
ngin, mot dao si vadn 40 mau lam, hai hda thugng vao trac trung nién, va hai dai
hdn khédc, van y phuc chet mau den.

TAt cd déu nhdm nghién d6i mit, trong tinh trang d6, Bach Thi€u Huy ngd 1a
ho bi diém huyét.

Pham Thu héi:
— Ho con song hay di chét rdi dai ca?

Bach Thi€u Huy khong déap 131 Pham Thu, chang nhin sitng cdc vi nim bat
dong, suy nghi mot lic rdi bdng vd tay reo 1én:

— Phai rdi!

Chang thich thi v&i sy kham pha ctia minh.

— Dai ca thay gi?

—Nhitng ngudi nay déu bi ngudi trong Duong Gia Trang bit dua vé day.

Chang chi 1io nhin van 40 xanh, thot:

— Lio nhan nay van chi€c 40 c6 théu hinh bt qudi, hdn nhién lao thuéc mén
phdi B4t Qudi. Lai 12 ngudi cao nién, c6 thé 1do 1a Chudng mon nhan Bat Qudi
Mén, Hoang Pht Kinh Pinh, ngoai hiéu Than Tha.

Pham Tru tré mat:

— Pai ca biét 1ao?

Bach Thi€u Huy lic diu:

— Khong! Ngu huynh chi nghe néi d&€n 1o thoi.

Chang chi sang dao si miic 40 lam, ti€p:

— Trén giang hd, chi c6 mdn nhin phdi Vii Puong méi mic 40 mau lam, vi
dao sinay hi€n nhién 14 ngudi trong phai Vii Puong.

Pham Thu cudi nhe:

— Nhu vay, ho Dudng khong phai 13 ngudi trong chanh phéi rdi! A, dai ca,
minh cé nén gidi khai huyét dao cho may vi hdi tinh lai ching?
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Bach Thi€u Huy gat dau:

— Chudng mdn nhan phdi Bat Qudi va mén dé phai Vil Puong 1am nan, ty
nhién minh phai gidi cttu, chit khoanh tay 13 di th€ nao dugc?

Pham Thu buéc t61 mdt budc:

— Tiéu dé 1am cho.

Hin cdi xudng, gidi huyét 1an lugt cho tirng ngudi mot.

Hoang Phut Kinh Pinh dugc gidi khai trude hét, 1do md birng mit ra vut ding
1én, nhin thodng qua c hai, khdng n6i mot ti€ng gi, budc voi ra clta.

Sdu ngudi ciing 1an lugdt tinh lai, ngudi nao tinh rdi, ciing ding 1én, ciing
khong néi ti€ng gi, nhu Hoang Phi Kinh Pinh, ling 1& budc ra ctra.

Pham Thu hét stc kinh di, cang kinh di, hin cang bat binh, hin khong tudng
12 bdy ngudi d6 vo tinh vo nghia dén th€, hin quic mit cim hdn nhin bon ho khuit
dang din din.

Mot ti€ng “binh” dot nhién vang 1én, Bach Thi€u Huy vd Pham Thu biét
ngay ho di 1én t6i dau trén bac thang, dung chudng kinh ddnh bat mit ban bing
da.

Pham Thi hin hoc:

— RS 1a mot 1 khong dau khong vi! D&n mot ti€ng cdm ta sudng ciing khong
thot noi.

Bach Thi€u Huy mim cudi:

— Khong nén trach ho. Pham nhitng ai bi th cAm ldu ngay, tAm tri phdi quin,
ho con suy nghi gi d€n sy viéc quanh minh, ho chi mong tho4t khdi cdnh lao lung,
cang sém cang hay.

Rdi chang lo ngai:

— Ho thodt ra 16i, chic chin ho s& lam kinh dong bon ngudi trong Duong Gia
Trang, minh phdi thodt lién m&i dugc.

C4 hai hap t4p theo con dudng cil trd 1&€n hon gid son, vira chui ra clra dong,
bdng nghe ti€ng gié rit vun vit, mot loat tén tir xa xé khdng gian bay tdi.

Ho voOi nim sdt xudng mit dat, nhudng cho nhitng miii tén bin vao hon gia
son, tén cham vao d4, bat Ién nhitng ti€ng kéu bdc bdc, d4 v tung tirng manh vun,
manh d4 ving bon phia, bui d4 bay van van.

Mot loat tén thit hai k€& ti€p, tir phia ddi dién bin qua, ciing lao d€n cdi dich
cua loat tén trudc, d4 v3 bui bay, hai loat tén khoét mdt 16 16n canh cira dong cia
hon gia son.

Bach Thi€u Huy va Pham Thi chwa dim ding I1én lién, nim tai dé chd mot
ldc, song sau hai loat tén, khong gian trd lai im ving lanh lung, chirng nhu ching
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dd chirng ma bin mod, chit khong hin 1 da thdy béng ddng gi kha nghi.

Bach Thi€u Huy thaAm nghi:

— Cif theo tinh hinh ndy, thi by ngudi d6 da chay dudc rdi!

Chang thap giong, bdo khé bén tai Pham Thu:

— Hién dé, minh di thoi!

Pham Thu chua kip néi gi, dot nhién c6 ti€n gié rit nhu trude vang 1én, rodi
hai loat t&én cling phdt ra mot ludt, tir hai phia nghich chiéu bin don dén.

Bach Thi€u Huy khong chim tré, vung hai tay ra, phéng hai chudng diy bat
hai loat tén trd lai, ddng thdi ching lao viit minh ra khdi ctta ddng vot di.

Pham Thu nhanh nhu chép theo sit bén lung chang.

Hin ciing khong chiu kém, rit ki€m loang 1én, gat bin nhitng mii tén di
chim nén dé&n sau, ma ciing d€ ngin chin nhitng loat tén k& ti€p, néu cé.

Vira lic d6, mot trang cudi vang nhu hdi chudng 16n, chan dong cd khong
gian, k& ti€p c6 ti€ng y phuc reo trong gid, r6i mot béng ngudi lao vit d€n, dip
xudng tru6c mit ho.

Ngudi d6 chinh l1a Trang chi Duong Gia Trang, Can Khon Thi Duong Khai
Théi, hai tay dé cao ngang nguc, mit lanh nhu tién, quic mit sdng ngdi, 130 cit
cao giong hét:

— Pang dém, 1én vao ving cAm dia, phong thich bon trong pham cia ta, hai
nguoi qud that da chdn sdng rdi!

Péng lic Can Khon Thii xuat hién, quanh hon gid son, v sd béng ngudi, lao
nhao 18 nhd, rdi chd mai phuc kéo dé&n bao vay.

Ping dau todn ngudi bén phia ti, 12 Thi€t Phi€n cong t& Duong Dinh
Phuong, van y phuc chet, tay thi Thi€t Phi€n, sau lung y c¢6 d0 mudi tén dai hdn,
van 40 mau tro.

Pitng dau bén hitu 12 Tdng Quin Pién Vién, tay cAm T Kim Pao, sau lung
lao cling c6 A0 mudi tén dai hdn, vin 40 mau tro.

Phia hau gid son, c6 hai mudi tén cung tién thi, ditng sip hang thanh hinh
chit nhat, cung thing gidy, tén lip sin, miii tén nhim thing vao Bach Thi€u Huy
va Pham Thu.

Pring 12 mot sy tr§ tréu cho ho Bach va ho Pham!

Mao hi€m vao ddy d€ gidi thoat cho mdt ngudi, ngudi khdng gip, dich ciing
khong phat gidc ra ho, ho c¢6 thé an nhién ra vé, tim phuong cich khic truy tim
Huong Huong.

Nhung khong, ho khong rdi Duong Gia Trang trong lic c6 thé rdi, lai dong
tinh hao hiép, gidi cttu mot sd ngudi khong lién quan gi dén ho, hién tai s6 ngudi
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d6 da thoat di tat cd, con lai cd hai, hitng chiu hdu qud, ho khé trdnh dugc mot

cudc dc chi€n véi Duong Gia Trang.

Luin vé cong luc, mdt Duong Pinh Phuong c¢é cd sy hd trg cla ldo Tong
Qudan ho Pién, khong dd 1am cho ho ngdn, cé ngdn ching 13 vi Trang chd titng ndi
ti€ng 12 bac anh hiing dat Xuyén Trung. Trong trin chi€n nay, ho c6 thé thd thing
chiang?

Tuy nhién, cd hai dang trong I¥a tudi phuong cudng gidu tu 4i, day hi€u
thing, c6 bao gid ho nao niing du dich qud dong nhin s6?

Bach Thi€u Huy cudi lanh:

— C4i trin th€ gi cdc ngudi bay ra day?

Can Khon Thi Duong Khai Théi gidn run, ham rdu cta ldo rung rung theo,
130 trirng mit quat:

— Néu ta dé€ cdc ngudi thoat khdi Duong Gia Trang dém nay, nhit dinh ba
ti€ng Duong Khai Thdi tir day sé& khong con nghe ai nhic dén trén giang hd nita.

Pham Thu cudi ha ha:

— Ngudi yén tri! Néu dém nay khong trao trd Huong Huong cho anh em bon
ta, nhat dinh anh em ta ching rdi khdi Duong Gia Trang dau!

Duong Khai Théi ngdm van cong vao doi tay, cao giong hét:

— N6i nham! Huong Huong nao...

Pham Thu quét chin:

— Chinh ngudi n6i nhdm day! Sy viéc dén thé nay, ngudi con mudn che diy
hanh vi dé tién clia ga con trai nira sao?

Pién Vién ming to:

— Tiéu t&! Tru6c mit Trang chl, néu nguoi budng 13i vo 1€, ta s& ha st
nguoi ngay!

Pham Thul quay qua lio Téng Qudn, dua ban tay td biing nhe may ngén, nat

— CAm miéng lai n€u con mudn sdng ndt chudi ngay thira!

M4y ludng chi phong nhd nhu dot khéi, cudn nhanh t6i Pién Vién.

ba 1a thudc ha ciia mot gia trang bi mat, c6 nhitng hanh ddng hung tan, tu
nhién Pién Vién tirng giao ddu vdi nhiéu nhin vat giang ho, 1do thira kinh nghiém
uSc lugng cong Iyc ddi phuong, 1do biét nhitng dao chi phong dé, tuy xem nhe
nhang, nhung c¢6 dp lyc manh liét v6 tudng, 140 khong dim dudng trudng nghinh
don, cap toc 1ui lai vira tat qua mot bén. May 1a 130 ¢6 phdn tng kip thdi, nhung
chi phong bay viit ngang vanh tai, cling dd 1am ldo kinh khi€p xut han uét minh.

Can Khon Thu bién sdc, song 130 14y ngay binh tinh cudi gin:
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— Khd d6! Thd phdp xem ciing ¢6 hang 1dm.

Pham Thu nhéch mdi cudi mia:

— Ngudi tudng thyc sy ta xuit thi ha tén ché sin cla ngudi 2? LAm! Hang
nhu 130 4y, n€u ta mudn giét, di ¢6 cdnh bay ciing khong thoit khdi tay ta. Pirng
n6i 12 mot 1do, d€n mudi ngudi nhu 1do, ta chi ding mdt ngdn tay thoi, ciing thira
quét tat cd.

Duong Khai Théi tram giong:

— KhAu khi nghe to qud, nhung thyc luc thi sao? Ta chi s¢ rdi nguoi phdi van
xin dung tha mang song trong phiit gidy nay.

Pham Thu khich:

— Pudc 1dm. Ta hdy xem ngudi con gilt dudc ngoai hiéu Can Khon Thi, hay
phdi doi sang Thic Thd.

Bach Thi€u Huy tir lic diu, vin d€ cho Pham Thii mic tinh d6i ddp vdi ldo
trang chu, d&€n lic d6 chang méi chen vao:

— Hién dé hay khoan!

Chang budc téi hai bude, vong tay huong sang Can Khon Thi Duong Khai
Théi, thot giong day 1€ do:

— Anh em tai ha, dén day chi v6i muc dich gidi cttu mot vi cd6 nuong c6 tén
12 Huong Huong, chit ching hé c6 y xdc pham dén bac tién bdi 1do anh hiing. Néu
130 trang cha nhat dinh che chd cho linh lang, tai ha nghi ring sy ton kinh cua tai
ha d6i vdi 1o trang chl s& kém gidm, va thinh danh hao hiép cda ldo trang chd
trén giang ho cling kém gidm. Tai ha mong ring, 130 trang chd khong bit budc anh
em tai ha phdi vo 1€ véi bac trudng thugng.

Duong Khai Théi s6i gidn tran 10ng, giwong tron doi mit, hét to hon sdm:

— Cam! Cam ngay! Ta ching cAn bi€t Huong Huong 13 cdi gi, ta chi héi toi
cac ngudi, dang dém ddt nhap vao gia trang, dinh thido trong pham cua ta, cac
nguoi phdi dén toi!

Bach Thi€u Huy ung dung quay qua Pham Thu:

— Hién dé bit tén cong ti cAm thi€t phi€n, d€ 1do gia nay cho ngu huynh.

Chang nhin thing vao mit Duong Khai Théi, nghiém giong:

— N€u ¢6 sy ddng ti€c xay ra, xin dirng trach ta di'y!

Duong Khai Théi thira hi€u hai thi€u nién ddi tuong c6 vo cdng cao tuyét,
ho da nhdn thic ra 140 rdi, ma ho vin ung dung, thidn nhién nhu thudng, diéu d6
chitng té ho ty tin manh liét, n€u khong c6 tai, di nhién ho dadu dim qué ty tin?

Né&u mot cudc chién thyc sy khai di€n, 130 sé thi thing ching? Phdi nhu lic
ndo, 130 di diu diu r6i, nhung hién tai, tinh hinh ciing thing qud, cung di kéo day
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r6i, khong budn khong xong, 130 hét to:

— Pugc r6i, khong ai than odn cd. Chuin bi diy, ta xuit thi.

Song chudng phéng nhanh ra, chudng phong cudn di vu vi.

Xuat chudng vé6i toan cong phu ndi luc, dd manh liét rdi, xuit chudng vdi tat
cd niém phin nod, cong luc c6 thé ting gip doi, vdi mdt thé cong tri mang, chiéu
th€ ctia Can Khon Thi Duong Khai Théi di nhién phdi 1gi hai vo tudng. Gia di,
ngoai hiéu cua lao 1a Can Khoén Thu, thi thd phdp ctia 1ao phai c6 cdi gi dac biét
hon ngudi, cho nén chiéu cong ctia 1ao dang sg that.

Bach Thi€u Huy gat gui, thAm nghi:

— Quad 12 danh bat hu truyén! Lio rat xitng vdi ngoai hiéu Can Khon Thi!

Chang khong xuat chudng nghinh dén, chi nhe lich minh sang mdt bén,
nhudng chudng kinh quét qua.

Hut hai chudng, Duong Khai Théi thu tay vé tr6 mit nhin trirng tritng Bach
Thi€u Huy, quat hdi:

— Nguoi ding than phiap Du Long, vy nguoi 1a dé t& Hic Thanh Than Tiéu
Du Long Tang Ctru?

Bach Thi€u Huy giat minh, khong tudng ldo ho Dudng nhidn luc cao nhu thé,
nhung ¢6 khi nao chang dim nhan?

Chang diém nhe mot nu cudi:

— Chic ldo trang chli nhdn 1am!

Bén kia, Pham Thi va Dudng Dinh Phuong sdp stta vao cudc.
Pham Thu ctf ki€m, chong miii thing t6i Duong Pinh Phuong, hét:

— Nguoi chua khoanh tay chiu tréi sao? Liéu ngudi chiu néi mot nhat ki€m
cda ta chiang, lai dim vong nganh?

Duong Dinh Phuong tuy 1ui lai, nhung ciing c6 1am dan:
— Ti€u i, ta nha't dinh s6ng chét vdi ngudi.

Thyc tinh, thi y gdm Pham Thu, song trudc mit cha, khong 18 y t6 ra khiép
nhugc?

Y ciing nhu cha, bat qua bi biic bach ma khai chi€n, chit thAm tAm khong c6
mudn xay ra chit nao.

Do dé, vira lui lai, y ti€n 1&n 1ién, chi€c quat da xoe ra, mit quat da dap tdi.

Pham Thi cudi lanh, loang ki€m mdt vong, hat chi€c quat trd vé, ki€m va
quat cling bing kim khi, ti€ng cham vang 1&én xoang xodng, quat nhiéu nang, mdi
nang vang mot tiéng, ti€ng vang nghe ém tai vd cling.

Hat chi€c quat trd lai, Pham Thi toan vung ki€m 1én ti€n cdng, bdng tir
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khong trung mot bong ngudi lao vit xudng.

Chan chua chAm dat, bong d6 da cAt ti€ng oang oang:

— T4t ca ding tay!

Bach Thi€u Huy gidt minh, nghe giong néi qui quen thudc, mudng tugng Am
thinh cia Cltu Poc Nuong T, khong hen ma cing, cd hai khong mang dén doi
phuong, 14p titc quay mit vé hudng vira phit ra giong noi.

Can Khon Thi Duong Khai Théi va Duong Pinh Phuong ciing rdi cuc
trudng, 1ui lai may budc.

Thi ra, ngudi méi dén chinh 12 Ctru Poc Nuong Ti!

Pham Thu reo 1€n:

— Tho thd! tho tho dén kip lic qua!

Cttu Poc Nuong T vira thd vira dua mit nhin Bach Thi€u Huy va Pham
Tha, gin giong:

— Cé4c nguoi di tim Huong Huong, sao ching tim ndi nao khéc, lai vao day
ma tim.
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