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D ay 12 mot ngon ddi thoai thodi va bira bdon dd ndi, chan doi c6 mdt con
dudng dat ngoin ngheo va chap hep, bén kia 12 mot khu rirng canh 14 sum sué.

Pi dudc chirng nita gid, Bao Y&u Hoa bdng ditng lai, midt may nhin nhim, ra
chiéu hét stc dau khd ngdi bét xudng mot phién da bing, cd ging cit ti€ng goi:

— Hang lao de...

Hang Chan chitng buéc, quay lai d€n bén Bao Y&u Hoa, chdm chép mit hoi:

— Bao dai ca sao vay?

Bao Y&u Hoa db mit ngudng ngling:

— Hay ngdi diy nghi 14t da!

Qua thin thdi clia Bao Y&u Hoa, Hang Chan bi€t ngudi ban thAm giao nay
nhat dinh da phai trdi qua mot sy da kich qud dod hoidc 1a mdt ndi si nhuc ghé gém.

Bén nhe dit tay 1€n vai Bao Y&u Hoa, diu giong néi:

— Bao dai ca, hdy cho dé bi€t, bon ho dd d6i x& thé ndo vdi dai ca?

Bao Y&u Hoa run run nging 1én, c¢d giit binh tinh, nhe ring cudi con dau kho
hon 12 mé&u, khdn giong noi:

— Ciing chang c6 gi 1a khong thé néi, nhung hé nghi d&n 12 lai ty han minh, tai
sao khong chiu dim diau chét quich ngay lic 4y cho roi!

Poan hit sdu mdt hoi, nhu c¢6 nén ni€ém khich phin trong 1ong, nhin Hang
Chan cudi chua chat néi tiép:

— Bon ho da cudng biic ngu ca udng vio mot loai thudc mau dé tudi ¢d hat
d4u xanh, mdi 1an déu 1a hai ngudi cing vao. Hai tén khon ki€p 4y vo cong ciing
ching kém, truc hét diém huyét cho ngu ca khong thé khang cu, sau d6 mdi nhét
thudc vao miéng budc ngu ca udng vao. Loai thudc 4y ¢6 mui thom hdn hdp, ban
than ngu ca ciing c6 hoc qua y thuit, bi€t @4 hin 12 mot loai thudc cé tic dung kich
thich tinh ning, nhung khong ngd lai manh dé€n vay. Mdi lan ching cho ngu ca
udng dén nhitng nim vién, rdi sau dé ném ngu ca vao dudng ham, chd dé... chd d6
c6 ba nit nhan hét stfc dim diang, ho xim lai 16t bd 40 quan ngu ca r6i bit dau
khéu goi mot cdch vo cling xau xa. Ngu ca c¢6 cin ring din nén, nhung tim thian
da bi sitc thudc 1am cho u mé, trong ti€ng cudi dim 6 clia ho, ngu ca da hét 1an nay
dé&n 1an khdc phai cting ho bi€u dién cdi trd bi 8i va nhuc nhd chang khdc cAm thd
Ay, ngu ca cdm thdy minh gidng hét mdt con chd, modt con heo, khong con mdt chit
nhén tinh...
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Hang Chan binh thdn ling nghe, trén mit khdng ¢ chiit bi€u 1§ gi, hoi 1au,
chang chim rai noi:

— Bon hé @i c6 tinh 1am hao t6n tinh lyc dai ca, dudng nhién qua d6 ciing ling
nhuc dai ca. Bao dai ca, mdi ngay bon ho da cudng bifc dai ca bao nhiéu 1an?

Bao Yé&u Hoa d6 mit xau hd, nghi€n ring néi:

— Bén hodc nim lan!

Hang Chan diu dang nhin Bao Y&u Hoa, 6n ton néi:

— Bao dai ca, dé khong mudn an i dai ca bing nhitng 15i gid ddi. P6 qud 1a
mot diéu vo ciing nhuc nhi, néu ddi 1a dé, dé ciing khong thé nao chiu ndi. A, ba
nif nhan kia c¢6 bi€t phuong phap hap thu tinh luc khong?

Bao Y&u Hoa mit thodng co giat, git gat dau néi:

— C6 1& biét, sau mdi 1an, ngu ca déu cdm thay hét siic mét mdi chodng ving,
xuong cdt khdp ngudi rdi rd, c6 khi cd hd mudn nghen thd.

Hang Chan im ling mdt hdi, bdng lai hdi:

— Quan ty va vi hon thé clia Y&n Lap c6 biét viéc nay khong?

Bao Y&u Hoa lic dau, giong triu ning:

— Khong, nhung Yé&n Lap thi ¢6 1& nhan thdy chit it!

Hang Chan mit viit qua vé sic lanh:

— K& cudng bifc dai ca, ngoai ba nit nhan kia ra con ai difng canh chiing kién
nita khong?

Bao Y&u Hoa li€m li€m moi:

— Ngoai ba yéu phu thi chi con hai tén di nhidn gic clra cung hai tén khon
ki€p cudng bitc ngu ca udng thudc. Hai tén dé déu cao nghéu, mot tén cé vt seo
trén mi mat, con tén kia thi c6 may vét rd trén mit, tudi tic déu ngoidi ba muci va
mit day ta khi...

— Pai ca khong nhé 1Am chit?

Bao Y&u Hoa tdc toi:

— Du ching c6 héa thanh tro than thi Bao md ciing nhin ra dugc hai tén sic
sanh doi 16t ngudi 4y. Bao md da khic ghi mit miii chiing tirng gid tirng khic, du
modt ngay con hdi thd ciing khong bao gid quén dugc.

Hang Chin u€ o3i vuon vai:

— Hai tén qudi vat gdc ctta da ph€& bd rdi, gid day chi con hai tén c¢6 seo mi
mat v mit rd hdy con song. L& di nhién, chiing ta ciing can phai tim cho ra ké chd
mua di dua ra y kié€n ay!

Bao Y&u Hoa chat hi€u y that trong 18i néi cia Hang Chan, nhudn mit héi:

— Y lao dé mudonnéila...
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— La bon ho s& khong thé giit dugc ky e 1du 1dm dau, ho sé& phdi quén di, bdi
néu khong thi dai ca s& con dau khd, va phuong phap khi€n ho quén di nhanh
chéng hét stiic don gidn, khong can néi it dai ca ciing hiéu.

Bao Y&u Hoa budng ti€ng thd dai:

— DPanh thoi, sy tao thanh cda rdt nhiéu bi kich thudng 12 khong thé chi trach
ct mot phia.

Hang Chan thodng nhéch moi:

— RAt mirng 1 dai ca da hiéu ra dudc dao ly 4y!

Bao Y&u Hoa map mdy moi nhu c¢6 vé do du. Hang Chan thi'y vy bén hoi:

— Bao dai ca mudn néi gi phdi khong?

Bao Y&u Hoa nghe ring cudi:

— Udm, khip ngudi 1do dé bé b&ét mau th€ nay, mudi dau ngén tay sao lai
sung nat nhu vay? Va 16ng nguc dudng nhu ciing bi 16t di mot 16p da...

Hang Chan nhe co dudi hai tay, d hd néi:

— Bon ho da dung cuong chim tim ddc dAm vio ngén tay dé, rdi lai ding mot
loai chat déo 16t da nguc dé, sau d6 x4t mudi 1én vEt thuong, ngoai ra con vai thi
linh tinh khong dang néi khac...

Bao Y&u Hoa cim han nghién ring tréo treo, hAm huc néi:

— Rdi day ching ta phdi dung mdu d€ rita sach nhitng han thit nay!

Hang Chan xua tay, so lugc k€ lai moi su vira qua, sau d6 ué odi néi:

— O trong ngdi nha nhd cla dé, bon ho da s dung mot loai thuSc mé hét stic
1gi hai, gin nhu khong mau khong mui, khi€n chiing ta déu bi bt gii, tif nay hai ta
phdi than trong dé phong mdi dudc.

— Thi€u nit khi ndy tén Hé Tan c6 phdi 12 em gdi cda tén gid ché HE Hoe
khong?

Hang Chan mim cudi:

— Vang!

— Tai sao nang ta lai mao hiém gidi cttu chiing ta, that 12 khé hiéu...

Ngim nghi hoi 1au, Bao Y&u Hoa nging Ién, trong thdy than sic nhu cudi nhu
khong ciia Hang Chéan, bén cudi noi:

— Kha khen cho ti€u tir, nhit dinh 13 ngudi lai quyé&n rii con gdi ngudi ta roi.
Ngudi ta tudng ddu nguoi 12 mot tay rin rdi, chit ndo biét vé mit nay ngudi ciing
hét stic cao minh, trong tinh huéng va hoan cdnh th€ niy ma ngudi vin c6 thé gid
trd 4y ra, lai chi trong thdi gian ngin da sin dugc con mdi, that khong thé nao ngd
tdi. Xem thdi do nang ta, dudng nhu di c6 hang chuc nim giao tinh véi 1do dé
nguoi vay...
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Hang Chan dua ngén tay 1én moi “Xuyt” mot ti€ng, nghiém chinh néi:

— Pirng néi qua bi 8i nhu vay, ho Hang nay chua tirng bao gidf ling nhing vdi
dan ba,

- Piing, nhung tai vi sao bon dan ba hé& gip ldo dé 13 mé man tAm can? Bao
md hi€u rat ro 130 dé khdng gin nit sic bao gid, nhung diém van lai ¢t 4p 1én dau
lao dé€, vay nghia 1a sao?

Hang Chan ngdn ngdm thd ra, chdn chudng néi:

— D¢ cting nhu Khuong thii cong cau cd vay!

Bao Y&u Hoa ngd ngan git ddu, lAm bam:

— Phdi roi! Phéi r6i! Ai mudn thi méc cau...

Hang Chin wa mit nhin mudi diu ngdn tay & mdu, giong thAm trAm noi:

— Bao dai ca, v€t thuong trén mit Quin ty c¢6 kha ning chita lanh khong?

Bao Y&u Hoa bAt gidc duwa mit nhin Quan TAm Di dang nim canh, phin van

— Khdng dam chic, hy vong dudgc nita phan...

Hang Chén giong trinh trong:

— Biing bat citf gi4 nao, sy hy sinh ndo, chiing ta ciing phai gianh 14y nira phan
hy vong 4y. Bao dai ca, d6 khong phdi 1a vi c4 nhian dé, dai ca phai bi€t, mot
ngudi phu nit xem trong nhan sic cia minh dén dudng ndo. Cho du ngudi Ay c6
tinh dam bac gidn di d€n m4y di nita, bdi d6 khong chi 1a do tinh chudng vé dep
bam sinh, ma con 12 1ong ty tdn va ty tin nita.

Bao Y&u Hoa xoa hai tay vao nhau:

— Bao md hiéu! Hang ldo dé&, Bao md sé& cd hét sitc minh!

Poan dua tay s& bung, ngay khi 4y bung y kéu 1én ron rot, Bao Y&u Hoa cudi
gugng noi:

— Hang ldo dé&, cdi bung vo tich sy ndy me ki€p lai gid trd voi vinh nira roi!

Dot nhién, Hang Chan dung tay ra diu “chd y” v6i Bao Yé&u Hoa, doan
nghiéng dau nhu ling nghe gi do.

Bao Yé&u Hoa ciing lién quay ngudi, thin trong nhin qua k& d4, thinh thodng
ngoai vai ti€ng chim kéu, ching thiy gi ca.

Hang Chan van chim chi ling nghe, Bao Y&u Hoa vira ti€p tuc xem xét vira
thap giong lau bau:

— Hang lao dé 1dong qué ngd vuc r6i tudng tugng dé thdi, Bao md cé thay...

Chua dit 181, vé mit chdt cing thing. Phai rdi, c6 ti€ng v6é ngua dit quang tir
rit xa vong lai. Bao Y&u Hoa voi ngodnh lai, chi tay vé phia ti€ng v6 ngua vong
dén.
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Hang Chan khé gt dau, thap giong hdi:

— Noi day cach Thanh Tung son trang bao xa?

Bao Y&u Hoa thim udc tinh, doan dap:

— C6 1& gan ba mudi dim!

Hang Chan chép mit:

— Pai ca con dud sic lam mot tran khong?

Bao Y&u Hoa cudi 4o nio:

— Puong nhién, nhung khong thé bi dugc vdi lic binh thudng!

Hang Chan mim cudi:

— Néu nhu bon ho 1a ké dich thi dai ca hidy bdo v& moi ngudi lui vao trong
ndi, d€ modt minh dé chong cdn, diu sao dé ciing con khde hon dai ca mot chiit.
Hon nita, néu cian bd chay thi ciing nhanh hon dai ca, ding khong nio?

Bao Yé&u Hoa miAp mdy modi, sau cling danh bat dic di noi:

— Ciing dugc nhung 130 dé phai song, ngu ca khong mudn lio dé dang ldc tudi
tré xuan thdi, chua ném dudc bao nhiéu mui ddi va da phai toi mang...

Hang Chan vd vai Bao Y&u Hoa, cudi néi:

— Puong nhién rdi, dé cling ddu c6 mudn chét!

Thé 13, Bao YE&u Hoa dén bdo v6i YEn Lap hai ngudi, Hang Chan goi thic
Quan Tam Di lidc ndy bau khong khi nhu ¢6 phian ¢6 dic va thodng mii m4u tanh.

Ti€ng v6 cau rAm rich da rd dan, tirng ti€ng v6 sit nén xudng mit dudng nhu
thé€ giim vao con tim ho... Hang Chin thodng chau may, chd mit nhin qua k& d4,
Quan Tam Di nép vao minh chang, toan thin run 1€n nhe nhe.

Lat sau, ti€ng vé ngwa da dén rat gan, nghe dugc ca ti€ng ngua thd ri.

Bao Y&u Hoa nghién ring trirng mit nhin trdi, 4nh mit ngap day thu han, hai
tay si€t chit nhu muén bép nit 6¢ doi phuong.

Con dudng hep ngoidn ngoe¢o dudi chan ddi, chd khic quanh bén trdi lic nay
da thay bui tung mu mit va ky ma ddu tién da xuat hién.

Hang Chan ngodnh lai dung tay ra ddu, vdi va néi:

— D3 trong thay rdi!

Poan lién quay lai... O, chi thoing chéc di cé thém mudi may ky mi nita
vong qua, phia sau con nita, nghe ti€ng v6 ngua, it ra cling trén sd nim muoi.

Nhung ngudi trén lung ngua nhat loat vo phuc bing td tring 6éng dnh, va 40
choang cling tring nhu nhau, thdy déu téc dai phd vai, mdt chi€c vong vang rong
chirng nita tAic quoc quanh giita trdn, trén lung giit mdt ngon dai dao cong vong,
bao ngoai biing da bdo vin vén, nguc lai con cim chéo nhau hai ngon cuong thoa
sic nhon va ning né. Bon ngudi nay trong rat qudi di va gai mit, song lai c6 vé
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hung tan man r¢ khac thuong.

Pi ddu 13 ba ngudi nghi bi€u xuat chiing: Mot mit tring nhu ngoc, tudi trung
nién va mép dé€ ria den. Hai 12 mdt thanh nién cé guong mit xanh xao va lanh
lung. Ba 12 mot ngudi ¢ 1& chot mit, duge che bdi do bit midt mau den véi day to
vong qua giita chAn may va tr giita chdn may xudng dén cim c6é mdt vét seo
ngodn ngoéo va dd 1om hét stic khiing khi€p. Trong s6 ba ngudi, y 1a c6 bd miit
hung 4c hon hét, hét nhu mdt con hic bdo man rg.

Qua nhién bon ho gdm c6 hon nim muoi ngudi ngua, dén dusi chan ddi,
ngudi trung nién cé ria den bdng gid cao tay phdi, ra hiéu cho doi ngii dirng lai.

Chi thdy y c¢6 vé nghi hodc dwa mit nhin 1én ddi, doan thAm thi vai ciu vdi
hai ngudi ta hitu. Anh ban mai soi roi trén minh nhitng ngudi nay, phan chi€u dnh
sdng tring 14p lanh, hét sitc ngoan muc.

Hang Chin chau may, lic diu traim giong néi:

— Ho khdng phai bon Thanh Tung son trang!

Bao Y&u Hoa ngdi dva vao tdng d4, lanh lung néi:

— Ho da dirng lai u?

Hang Chan giong bang khuang:

— Vang! Chiing ta han khong d€ lai ddu vét gi khi€n ho chi y chi? Bon ho in
mic ky la 1dm, dé chua tirng gdp va nghe néi d€n bao gid...

Bao Y&u Hoa ciing ruén 1én nhin ra ngoai, ldt sau phan van néi:

— La that, ddy lai 12 me ki€p cdnh anh hiing hdo h4dn nao nita thé nhi? Xem ra
dudng nhu bon ho con dinh 1én luc sodt nita diy, me ki€p toan 1ii An no i viéc...

Hang Chin vura suy nghi, vira chdm rai néi:

— DAu sao bon ho ciing dé ddi ph6 hon bon Thanh Tung son trang, n€u ho
khong phai qudi vit, c6 thé ching ta khong can d6 mdu ciing binh an qua khdi
dugc chdng nay.

Bao Y&u Hoa buc tiic:

— Hir, that ding 12 manh hd bi lac xuéng déng bing, rong bi mic can, me ki€p
dén Iii riia c4 tom cua ciling dinh tim d€n hi€p d4p, 1am oai lam phiic...

Bdng, Hang Chan kho4t tay, hoi ha néi:

— Chd y, bon ho sip dén roi!

Bao Yé&u Hoa nghié&n ring, dua mit nhin xudng ddi, qud nhién bon ho di cé
nita s6 xudng ngwa, dudi sy xuit linh cia ngudi thanh nién c6 guong mit lanh lung,
tda ra thanh hinh cdnh quat bt dau di 1&én ddi.

00o0
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