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hiét Ma Lic bat gidc ndy y nghi ngd, nghi thaim “Ha Coén

chang qua chi 1a mot viéen Hiéu Gy nhd, tai sao lai vao thang
cua cung, gap g6 Vi Van Thong? Ma néi lai dudi truéng Quach lénh
cong c6 rat nhiéu ngudi tai ning c6 thé tin cdy géi gdm, ma lénh cong
cing da biét nguon goc cia Ha Con, sao van con sai y dua tin bdo
tiép? Cha, xem ra trong nay c6 chuyén gia tra, phai nghi cach bao cho
lénh cong méi duge!”.

Lic 4y, trong cung da kinh dong, ngudvi trong cung tua ra, phi tan
nhdo nhéc, tiéng kéu khéc vang 1én am i. Thiét Ma Lic da khong con
ranh réi ma tim noi ¢ cia Ha Con, chi danh theo v6i dong nguvi, do
ra ctia Dién Thu.

Chi thay vo s6 cung tan my nif kéu khéc vang troi, bAm vao cang
xe, mudn lén xe di theo. Nhung trén moéi xe déu cé thi vé bao vé, vao
lic nguy cdp nay, da khong thé nghi t6i chuyén thtrong huong tiéc
ngoc, lic dau bon thi vé chi d4y ho ra, ve sau cao Luc Si quat “Ai dam
tu tién 1én xe, thi ci chit tay”. Qua nhién chém rung may ban tay
tring non mau chay rong rong, mdi xua tan duge ddm cung tan, thai
giam Aay.

Thiét Ma L#c tru6e tinh hinh thé thdm 4y khong nd nhin, chot
nghe Vi Van Thong cuoi néi “Nguoi ding ngan ra ¢ day lam gi? Con
khong mau di thap tung cong chia sao?”.

Lic 4y ctia cung dd md toang, may muoi chiéc xa gid un un kéo
ra, Thiét Ma Lic nh4n ra xa gid cia hoang dé€ c¢6 mui mau vang,
nhung chiéc xe ma cong chia cudi thi khong biét dugc.

Y phéng ngua qua khéi may chiéc cung xa, dang dinh tim thai
giam hoéi, chgt nghe trong chiéc xe bén canh c6 mot giong kiéu my
cuoi no6i “Thu thu, ti nhin kia, chang trai kia ciing dep trai ddy chq,
trude day chua tung gap y, y la vé si mdéi téi a?”.

Thiét Ma Lic quay dau nhin, chi thdy hai nit nhan xinh dep
trong long dang nghi tham “Hai nit nhan nay sao lai buéng tha khong
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ﬂ@ so sét gi nhu thé? That khong biét xau ho”. Vii Van Thong da phéng 7%
ngua tdi, trén lung ngua khom lung vai mot vai, cuoi néi “Pay 1la Ho
nha d6 uy Thiét Tranh hoang thugng vita b6 nhiém, vita méi thugng
nhiém, chua biét 18 s6 cung dinh, hai vi phu nhan thd 16i, Thiét
Tranh, nguoi con khong mau hanh 1& di, vi nay 12 Han Quéc phu
nhan, vi nay la Quic Qudc phu nhan”.

Thiét Ma Lac luc 4y méi biét 1a hai chi em cia Duong Quy phi,
viia bic xic, vita chan ghét, nghi tham “Bao nhiéu dai than déu khong
dugc di cung ma anh chi em nha ho Duong cay vao cong lao gi cling
dugc theo thanh gid, lai con bt bon ta phai hau ha nita”. Nghi t6i chd
ay, bat gidac hit mot tiéng, néi “Xin 16i hai vi phu nhan, ta ving ménh
ho gid cong chia, xin thd 16i khong thé hau ha céc nguoi”. Vung roi
mot cai, thic ngua phéng vé phia truéc khong hé ngoanh dau, khién
hai vi Han Qudc phu nhan, Quic Qudc phu nhan gian xanh ca mat.

Vit Van Thong dudi theo, cudi néi “Quyén luc cha hai vi i phu
nhan con 16n hon cong chda rat nhiéu, nguoi khongbiét sao?”. Thiét
Ma Lac lanh lung néi “Ta khong biét, nguoi biét thi ct di ma 14y long
ho!”.

Vi Vian Thong sung sot, lai cudi néi “Chang trai, tinh tinh kiéu
ngao qua! Cé diéu nguoi ciing c6 dao 1y ctia nguoi, cong chda quy mén
nguoi, nguoi ci chuyén tam lay long cong chua 1a dugc cha gi?”.

Thiét Ma Lac cd gian néi “Thiét mo ta truéc nay khong biét a dua
siém ninh, Vi1 Van tuéng quan, nguoi dimg néi bay”. Vi Van Thong
mit thodt xanh thodt dé, vo cing khé coi cudi guong néi “Thiét Do uy,
ta 12 vi mudn tot cho nguoi thoi! Nguoi khong nhan tinh, d6 1a tuy y
nguoi, ta khong quan dugc?”. Réi nguong ngung bé di, nghe viang ving
c6 tiéng cuoi nhat.

Thiét Ma Lac tim dugc mot vién thdi giam chdp su, vién thai
giam 4y néi cho y biét chiéc cung xa mang long tron phia trudc chinh
la xa gia cua Truong Lac cong chua, Thiét Ma Lic phéng ngua 1én
phia tru6c, trong bung day su buc doc bam “Thiét Tranh & day doi
cong chia sai bao?”.

Truong Lac cong chia mé rem xe, 10 nita khuén méat ra mim cuoi
néi “Thiét Tranh, nguoi cdi nhau v6i Vi Van D6 dy vé chuyén gi
vay?”. Thiét Ma L#c d6 mét, néi “Khong cé gi chi vi tiéng ngudi 6n
a0, nén tro chuyén cé hoi 16n tiéng mot chat thoi”.
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Truong Lac cong chia cusi cuoi, ciing khong hoéi gi niia, chi sai
Thiét Ma Léc phai cudi ngua di lién bén cung xa, khong dugc cach ra
qua xa. Qua mot ldc, Truong Lac cong chida chot tho dau ra héi Thiét
Ma Lic “Nguoi ¢6 quen Vuong Ba Thong khong?”. Thiét Ma Lac bién
sic, ngan ngi chua dam tra 151, Trudng Lac cong chua cuoi néi “Y 1a
phén tic, nguoi 1a cong than ho gis, cho du c6 quen nhau ciing khong
c6 chuyén gi, nguoi ci no6i that thoi”. Thiét Ma Lac chi danh noi
“Khong dam gidu cong chua, Vuong B4 Thong chinh 14 ké thu cua ta”.

Truong Lac cong chia kinh ngac néi “Chuyén nay la that, nguoi
v6i con gai Vuong B4 Thong hd khong phai rat than thiét sao? Co ta
la con gai cua ké thu nguoi a?”.

Thiét Ma Lic néi “Vuong B4 Thong 1a dai dao cuép cua giét
ngudi, ngudi nha ta 1a bi y giét chét. Con nhu con gdi cua y, thi ta
quen biét ldc di lai giang ho, ldc 4y ta con chua biét cd ta 1a con gai
ctia ké thu, vé sau biét dugc, nhung thdy co6 ta hanh su khac han véi
cha anh, nén khong muén tim c6 ta tra thu, nhung ciing khong thé
noéi la c6 giao tinh gi”.

Truong Lac cong chia néi “0), té ra l1a thé, rot lai nguoi nhin viéc
ciing rat rd rang, 4n odn phadn minh. Mot ngudi giy chuyén, mot
ngudi chiu, Vuong B4 Thong gay thu chudc odn v6i nguoi, von khong
nén dé con gai cua y ganh vac”.

Hai nguoi lai néi chuyén phiém mot ldc, Truong Lac cong chuia
ban vé& kiém phdp véi y, nang dem kiém quyét ma Cong Ton Dai
nuong truyén thu doc lai cho Thiét Ma Lac nghe, xin Thiét Ma Lic
chi gido. Cong Ton DPai nuong la dai su kiém thuat ding nhat nhi
trén doi lac bay gio, kiém thuat tinh thdm con hon cd Poan Khué
Chuong, chidng qua vi Trudng Lac céng chia chua dd trinh d9, chua
thé van dung nhu y, nén méi khong dich néi Tinh Tinh Nhi. Thiét
Ma Lic dam mé vo thuat, lic dau y con binh tinh néi chuyén véi
Truong Lac cong chia, ciing chi la qua loa ma théi. Nhung mot khi
néi t6i kiém phédp thi bat gidc tinh than phan chén, say sua néi
chuyén vé6i Truong Lac cong chda thao thao bat tuyét.

Trudng Lac cong chia ném t6i mot qua 1é, néi “Thiét Do ty, nguoi
an lé cho d6 khat”. Thiét Ma Lic néi “Ta on cong chda ban thuéng”.
Truong Lac cong chaa thé dai néi “Mot qua 1é c¢6 dang cai gi, nhung
chi e roi khdi Truong An, qua mot thoi gian, mudn &n ciing khong
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phai dé&”. Thiét Ma Léic ciing khong kim dugc budén ba, guong gao an
Gi cong chia “Coéng chda yén tam, ching ta ching qua chi tam thoi
l4nh nan, rdi cling sé c6 ngay quay vé”. Y nhat thoi thay déi 1oi 1é
quén mat 1oi Tan Tuong dan do, lai néi “vao Thuc” 1a “l4nh nan”, may
ma cong chua duong nhu khong dé y.

Trong lic tro chuyén, chgt nghe quan si huyén ndo, Thiét Ma Lic
quay dau nhin, thay phia sau c6 mot cot lia boc 1én, nguyén 1a quan
si dang phéng héa d6t mot chiée cau.

Anh lda ruc troi, kinh dong Huyén tong, hoang dé€ ben ding xe
héi han. Duong Quéc Trung tau “Pay 1a chi y cta ha than, muén dot
phéa cau dé dé phong quan giic dudi theo”. Huyén tong thd dai néi
“Béch tinh ai cling muén tranh gific cau sdng, tai sao lai cit dut duong
song cua ho!”, bén sai Cao Luc Si doc sudt quan si mau mau dap lua,
Duong Quéc Trung 16 lam sai, khong biét néi gi. Pi duoc mot lac, xa
gid qua ngang Ta tang, d6 14 mot kho tang cha hoang gia, Huyén tong
lai thdy rat nhiéu quan si cAm cii cé ding chd & d6, vi thé lai truyén
dimg xe hoéi duyén cd, Duong Quoc Trung tau “Ta tang chida cat rat
nhiéu luong thuc hang héa, nhat thoi khong thé ché di, tuong lai so
quan gidc 14y dudc, ¥ than 1a mudén dot di, khong dé cho quan giic
chiém”. Huyén tong buon ba néi “Quan gidc kéo t6i néu khong lay
duogc gi, 4t lai doi bach tinh giao nop, chidng bing dé lai cho ho, diing
lam khé dan ta thém”. Réi sai Cao Luc Si quat dudi bon quan quan di,
rudi ngua di tiép.

Thiét Ma Lac thdy hai chuyén 4y, nghi tham “Nhu thé xem ra vi
hoang d€ nay van con thuong x6t nhan dan, Duong Quéc Trung thi
hoan toan khong nghi gi téi tram ho, giang son nha Pai Puong hu
nat, 1a hu nat trong tay cua loai ngudi nay”, nhung khong biét dé
chinh 12 muu k& quyén bién cia Huyén tong, trong ldc chay nan, ton
miéu khé gitt duge nén khong thé khong lung lac long nguoi. C6 diéu
noi lai, tuy 12 muu k& quyén bién, nhung rét lai y van con khoan hau,
thong minh hon Duong Quéc Trung.

Nhitng chuyén 14t vit trén duong lanh nan khong can néi ro. Chi
né6i ti khi thanh gia hét hai tranh nan, s6 luong thuc mang di hoan
toan khong dud, ldc dau con c6 thé 14y ¢ cac dia phuong dé bd sung,
nao ngd thanh gia via chay, tin tdc truyén ra, quan vién bach tinh
cdc noi cling biét quan gia da bd kinh thanh, quan gidc sé t6i nay
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mai, déu bé chay truge. Nhitng noi xa gid Huyén tong di qua, mudi
nha thi c6 t6i chin nha bé trong! Sau d6 vai hom, t6i hanh cung &
Ham Duong, cung Vong Hién, quan quéan luu gitt hanh cung ciing da
chay sach, ldc 4y da dén gio Ngo, ma quan si tuy tung van chua dugc
an. May ma khu phu can Ham Duong con c¢6 mot s6 thon dan, Ho gia
dai tuéng quan Tran Nguyén L& sai quan si vao thon tim céi &n, cé
ngudi dang com gao x4u, com don ngd, khong nhiing quin si an rat
ngon lanh, ma bon vuong ton ciing tranh nhau béc 14y, trong khoanh
khic da an hét sach, Huyén tong sai 14y tién vang ta on, nhiéu ngudi
dan bat tiéng khéc that thanh, Huyén tong cling sa nudc mit.

Trong dam dan thudng cé6 modt 6ng gia dau bac, mang mot gid
thic #n, quan si nhao nhao xtm lai giat, y lai d4y hét quan si ra, néi
“C4i nay ta muon dang cho hoang thuong”.

Trong gid tre chang qua chi 14 mét it com thé, quan si néi “Hoang
thuong doi nao lai 4n nhiing thi nay cta nguoi, thoéi cho bon ta di”.
Ong gia kia cao giong néi “Ta chi muén hoang thugng bist duge mui
cay déng, ta con c6 cau mudn tau véi hoang luong”. Néi ra ciing ky
quai, ong gia kia téc bac da moi, nhung khi luc qua that kinh ngudi, y
ngang nhién buéc t6i, bon quan si xtm lai déu bi y x6 nga ddi dui.

Tan Tuong nghe tiéng am i, budc qua nhin, gidt ndy minh néi
“Quéch ldo tién boi, té ra la nguoi”. Nguyén ong gia ay tén Quach
Tung Can ldc tudi tré ciing 1a mot vi hiép khach danh chan giang ho,
tir tudi tnmg nién tré di déng ctia 4n cu, day duoc mot ngusi do dé, do
dé ctia y con néi tiéng hon cd y, d6 chinh 1a Kim kiém thanh nang D6
B4 Anh, danh tiéng, suyt soat véi Poan Khué Chuong Nam Té Van.
Tan Tuong nhan ra y, héi y t6i day roi néi “Xin ldo trugng chd mot
lae, d€ ta vao tau bam”.

Huyén tong nghe néi c6 phu ldo & thon qué téi dang thdc &n, lai
xin cau kién, vd cing cdm dong, néi “Qua nhan vo dao phu long bach
tinh, trong lic luu ly, lai ¢6 phu ldo Trong tuyét dua than, ha khong
xau hé sao?”. Tan Tuong tau néi “Puge dan thi thinh, chua mat long
dan, d6 1a cai phuc cha nha DPai Puong”. Huyén tong bén sai Tan
Tuong din Quach Tung Can vao yét kién.

Quéach Tung C4n néi “Pay la com lda mach ngay thuong bach
tinh van 4n, xin bé ha ném thi, chi mong ngay sau thanh binh, ding
quén ndi khé bay gio?”. Huyén tong doi nao nudt duge, nhung dé lung
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lac long dan, ciing danh gid &n modt miéng, réi khen “Cé tinh nuéc 1a
nong hon rugu, loai com lda mach nay 1a long thuong yéu cta phu ldo
danh cho trdm, qua that ngon hon hai vi son hao”.

Quach Tung Can roi nudc mat néi “An Loc Son mang y 1am phan
da khong phai mot ngay, nhung duong thoi néu ai t6i cung dién néi y
lam phédn bé ha déu giét chét, khién nhiing ké gian than nghich tic
c6 thé gay loan lam phdn, nén cac bac thanh vuong thoi c6 co6t phai
tim héi ké trung luong, dé€ md rong tri 6c ciia minh. C4n nhé ldc Tong
Canh lam Tuéng qudc, nhiéu 1an dang 15i néi thing, thién ha nho doé
ma dugc yén 6n, nhung ndm thang lau xa, cic dai than déu tranh né
chuyén néi thang, chi a dua lay long, nén bé ha khong biét gi téi
chuyén ngoai cung. Ngudi noi thao da da sém biét c6 ngay hom nay,
nhung ctu trung céch tré, tdm long nhé nhoi khong c6 dudng nao to
bay, viéec khong dén thé nay, cling khong biét 1am sao duge nhin thay
thién nhan”.

M4y cau 4y khién bon Duong Quéc Trung va Cao Luc Si ding hau
bén canh vua déu bién sic. Huyén tong gidm chan thé dai néi “Pé6 déu
la tram bat minh, h6éi han da khong kip. Pa ta ldo truong da noéi
thang”, rdi céi chiéc dai ngoc ra, 6n ton cdm ta ban ting.

Thiét Ma Lic da héi Tan Tuong vé lai lich cha y, dén khi Quéach
Tung Can céo tir lui ra, ben néi “Quach ldo tién boi, ta dua nguoi mot
doan”. Quach Tung Can khong biét y ciing hoi ngac nhién, Tan Tuong
no6i “Vi Thiét D6 ty nay 1a tir Cdu Nguyén tdi, thang truéec con ¢ mot
ché véi 1énh d6 B4 Anh”. Quach Tung Can néi “Té ra la thé”, 1o hu
ciing dang mudn t6i chd Quach 1énh cong”.

Thiét Tan hai ngudi dua Quiach Tung Can ra ngoai nidm dam,
Thiét Ma Lac ké chuyén y va D6 Ba Anh ¢ chd Tan Thién Hung trén
nui Kim Hac, lac chia tay lai nhé ra mot chuyén, géi gdm Quach Tung
Cédn “Néu Quéch ldo tién boi gip duge 1énh cong, xin chuyén 10i v6i y
la lic ta ¢ Truong An da gap Ha Con, Ha trong chi “cung ha”, Con
trong chii”con luan”, nguodi 4y di lai v6i Vi Van Thong rat mat thiét,
xin 1énh cong can than”.

Trén duong tré vé, Tan Tuong nghe Thiét Ma Lic ké rd lai
chuyén Ha Cén, ciing bat dau nghi ngd Vi Van Thong, nhung din do
Thiét Ma L#ic khong nén nhiéu 16i, chi nén ngdm ngam theo doi.

Qua khéi Ham Duong, cudc song tranh nan lai cang lic cang kho,
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quan si bd tron cang ngay cang nhiéu, khong duge may ngay, trong
muodi doanh da tréon mat ba doanh. Hém 4y t6i mot noi goi 1a tram
M3 Ngoi, dot nhién gip phai mot tran mua to gié 16n, thoi téi mdc co
xi gdy d6, ngudi nghiéng ngua ngé, l1éu trai bi dot, khong sao di duoc,
chi danh vao riung cay tranh mua, tim mot ngoéi miéu hoang cho
hoang dé&, quy phi, vuong tit vao trd, quan si thi chi danh ndp dudi cay
16n dé mua gi6 méc tinh doi xudng.

Tran mua 4y kéo dai lién tiép may hom, nuéc ngap khiép noi, cau
duong hu hai, tién t6i khong duge, lui lai khong xong, dai ddi nguoi
ngua bi khon & tram Ma Ngoi, ldc 4y da bat dau vao thu, khi hau lanh
dan, quan si méc 4o don, qué that déi rét, kho cuc khong sao néi xiét!

Quan luong ti Trudong An mang theo dd sém #&n hét, s6 luong
thuc tim duge trong dan gian trén duong di cing chi c6 han, phai giir
lai cho ngu tru va bon hoang than qudc thich Duong Quéc Trung
huéng dung, quan si chi con cdch gié€t ngua ma an, hai rau dai do
long, qua khong bao nhiéu ngay, ngua chién trong quan da bi giét gan
hét, rau dai ciing khé tim dugc. Tuéng si d6i khat, déu 6m long tdc
gian, tiéng o4dn vong vang lén bon phia.

Thiét Ma Lic déong cam cong khé véi quan si, biét ndi odn phan
cia ho, trong long lo 1l4ng nhung khé néi ra. Hém 4y may via ngét
mua nhung chua tanh hén, Thiét Ma L#c 1én ndi san duge hai con
hodng mang vé, budi t6i hom 4y ndu mot nodi canh 16n, cung quan si
&n udng.

Ho dot mot dong lia trong rung, nodi canh thit méi nguoi dugc
chia mot gdo nhd, quan si tu hop mot chd, 1én con ngia ngay, trong
muodi ngudi cé6 chin nguoi cdm han Duong Qudc Trung, c6 ngudi con
chti cd Duong Quy phi. Vé si cia Duong Quéc Trung ciing nghe thay,
nhung gita ltic moi ngudi A&m am phan nd, ho 1am sao ddm budc 1én
can thiép, danh tranh ra xa xa, lam nhu khong nghe.

Trong quan si c6 ngudi thd dai, néi “Xem ra ching ta da mang so
phan phai géi xdc qué ngudi roi. Bo xuong nay that khong biét sé
chon vui chd nidi hoang dong vang nao”, khi gian chua théi, long qué
lai noi, ciing khong biét ngudi nao bat tiéng khéc trude, lap tic tiéng
niic né nghen ngao vang 1én bon phia, cho du Thiét Ma Lac 1a mot
han td cing coéi cing khong kim dugce trong long chua x6t, y viua
thuong tam, via lo lang, nghi tham “Long quan tan rda dén mdc thé
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nay, néu giap phai dich nhan, nhit dinh mot tran toan quan tan nat!”.

C6 mot quan si gidi thoi sdo, thoi diéu Tu huong, lai c6 mot vién
Chua ba nhé nghen ngao hat mot bai tho cia P6 Phu “Lang thang tay
bac qué nguoi d6, Troi néi dong nam dat khdch nay. Tam Gidp lau dai
che nhat nguyét, Ngii khé y phuc nhuém troi may. Yét Ho tho chua
long khon cay. Tu khach dau doi y khé khuay. Ditu Tin binh sinh long
thon thic, Tubi gia tho pha dong long qué”.

Bai tho 4y 12 mot trong nidm bai hoai ¢6 ctia D6 Phu, néi chuyén
van nhan Diiu Tin thoi Nam Bic triéu, sau khi nha Luong Nam triéu
bi mat, y luu lac t6i Tay Nguy Béc Chu, cudi cung chét noi dat khach.
Ting lam bai Ai Giang Nam phu dé t6 ¥ nhé qué, day nbdi cam kich vé
nuéc cti hung vong. Bai vinh hoai tich xua 4y cia D6 phu la 14y canh
ngd cta Ditu Tin dé néi vé minh, ciing 1a tu x6t thuong cho minh luu
lac.

Thoi Pudng thi phong rat thinh, nh4t 12 tho cta hai nguoi Ly D0,
duong thoi rdt nhiéu nguoi déu c6 thé ngam vinh, quan si cho du
khong biét chuyén Ditu Tin nhung ciing hoi hiéu y trong bai tho. Cho
du khong hiéu duge ¥ ciing thiy dugc y sau trong bai tho. Hai cau
“Lang thang tay bdc qué ngudi d6, Troi ndi dong nam dat khach nay”
viia xuéng 1én, tiéng thé dai 1ap tic chd nay tat di chd kia ndi 1én.

Thiét Ma Lic khong nd nghe niia, rén rén bo di, chot ¢6 mot cung
nit trong rung lach ra, n6i “Thiét Do uy, ta dang chd nguoi, cong chaa
c6 161 moi”.

Thiét Ma Lac sting sot, néi “Pém da khuya roi, lic nay téi yét
kién cong chua e 1a khong tién”. Cung nit kia néi “Cong chaa khong &
trong hanh cung ma dang chd nguoi trong khu riung phia sau, c¢6
chuyén gap muoén thuong lugng v6i nguoi, nguoi di mau lén”.

Hoang gia c6 quy cu cua hoang gia, bay gio tuy dang gitia lic lanh
nan, hoang dé€ chi tra trong mot ngdi miéu hoang, nhung van phai ton
xung 12 hanh cung. Chung quanh “hanh cung” may muoi truong, ngoai
bon Long ky thi vé, cdc tuéng si tuy tung khac déu khong dugc té6i
gin, phia sau ngbi miéu c6 mot khodnh riing, ciing ké nhu cdm dia,
Thiét Ma Lac khong phai 1a Long ky thi vé, nhung y 1a H6 nha d6 uy,
1a Ph6 Thong linh Téan ky thi vé, lai 12 nguoi duge hoang d€ dic biét
chi dinh bdo vé cong chia, nén c6 thé theo thi nit cla cong chia di
vao rung.
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Thiét Ma L#c nghe cong chia c6 chuyén khan cdp, trong long
ring dong, y phung ménh phai nghe cong chia diéu dong, chi danh
khong thé tranh di, theo cung nit kia téi gdp cong chaa.

Ban ngay mua da ngét, lic Ay may tan tring sang, sau gan mudi
ngay mua dam dé, dém nay méi lai thay anh trang. Thiét Ma Lic
bude vao rung, duéi anh trang chi thay cong chia quan 4o dam nha,
1é loi mot minh, ding dudi géc mot cay tung dua tay vay y. Cung nit
kia da ldng 14ng 18 bo di.

Thiét Ma Lic quy mot chan thi 18 bAm “Thiét Tranh tham kién
cong chua, khong biét cong chda cé gi sai bdo?”. Truong Lac cong chua
dua ban tay bip mang ra, néi “Nguci la 4n nhin clu mang cuaa ta,
khong can da 187, dinh d¢ y day. Thiét Ma Lac hot hoang ding lén,
tranh qua mot bén, néi “Pa ta cong chda hau dai, nhung 1& nghi quan
than khong thé phé bd”.

Trudng Lac cong chda cau may, budn ba néi “Bay gid ma con néi
t6i 16 nghi quan than lam gi, ching 1& nguoi khong thé coi ta 14 ban
be sao? Ta rat khong thich nguoi trude mat ta cit cdu né 1é phép”.

Thiét Ma Lic chi danh séng vai véi nang ngoi xudng, Trudng Lac
cong chia néi “Trong may hom nay céc nguoi da chiu dd ndi khé sé
ro6i”. Thiét Ma Léc néi “Chi mong hoang thugng va cong chia dugc
binh an, thi bon ta chiu khé mot chit c¢6 dang gi”. Truong Lac cong
chda thé dai mot tiéng, néi “Péu 1a cha ta 1am hai moi nguvi, o, gitia
lic loan lac nay, sinh ra trong nha d€ vuong, ciing that 1a bat hanh.
Thiét Tranh, ta r4t hAm mo cudc song giang hdé nhu cdc nguoi! Néu ta
khong phai 14 cong chda, ta ciing mudén di khdp bon phuong, theo
nguoi di lai trén giang ho, nhu thé méi duoc tu do tu tai. Nhung
khong biét ban linh clia ta c6 @i dé xong pha giang hé khong?”.

Thiét Ma Léc tim d4ap thinh thich, cai dau néi “Cong chda néi dua
roi”. Truong Lac cong chia nghiém trang néi “Méi roéi khong phai ta
n6i dua dau, Thiét Tranh, nguoi khong hiéu tam su cta ta day”.

Thiét Ma Lac dinh than, héi “Nghe néi céong chia cé chuyén gi
khén cap...”. Truong Lac cong chua ngit 10i y, néi “Céac nguoi chiu da
kho s6, d6 khong phai 1a chuyén khan cap sao?”. Thiét Ma Lac bat
giac lai siing so6t, nhat thoi khong hiéu ré y nang. Trudng Lac cong
chda thé dai néi “Nguoi long trung ro rd, chiu déi chiu rét, khong hé
oan hon, nhung quan si thi khong chic da tim dugc loai ngudi nhin
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duge nhu nguoi dau. Thiét Tranh, ta coi nguoi la ngudi tAm phuc,
nguoi cling c6 thé noéi that moi chuyén véi ta”.

Thiét Ma Lic néi “Quan si bi mua gié, lai thém quan o luong
thuc khong du, ciing oan hon chat it, chuyén dé cing khé ma tranh
duge. Nhung ho ciing hiéu ro, day déu do bon gian than trong triéu
gay ra”. Thiét Ma Lic néi rat cdn than, ciing khéong ddm néu thing
tén Duong Qudc Trung.

Truong Lac cong chda thé dai néi “Nguoi khong can gidu ta, dau
chi o4n hon chit it, ma néi thang ra 14 odn khi x6ng may, ho chi han
khong duogc an thit 10t da Duong Quoc Trung ma thoi”.

Thiét Ma Lic vo cung kinh ngac, néi “Cong chia, nguoi da biét
roi a?”

Truong Lac cong chida néi “Hom nay Quan st Ha Nguyén Vuong
Tu Lé ti chién truong téi yét kién phu hoang, phu hoang héi quan
tinh, y lai bat tiéng khéc. Y néi sau khi thanh gia roi kinh, si khi lai
cang suy sup. Phu hoang héi: La odn hon tram bé ho phai khong?
Vuong Tu Lé néi: Chuyén d6 thi khong phai. Ho néi hoang thuogng la
bat dic di phai roi khéi thanh, tranh vao Tay Thuc, giti gin qudc
mach dé lo chuyén vé sau, déu 1a rat nén. Chi 1a c6 mot s6 dai than
chiu on sau cua hoang d&, nhung giita ldc nguy nan nay lai khong ddam
buéc ra chong gidc, chi lo bdo toan phu quy cda gia dinh minh, tham
chi cay dugc hoang thuong sung ai, con tac oai tac phic, quan si qua
that khong cam long. Chi can hoang thugng thuéng phat cong bing,
c6 cong thi thudng, c6 toi thi phat, si khi tu nhién c6 thé manh 1én.
Phu hoang ta nghe xong, duong nhién biét y mudn néi téi ai, buén ba
im ldng, qua mot hoi 1au méi néi: Ta biét roi, khanh 1a nguvi ngay
thang, c6 thé lam rudng cot nudc nha. Lap tic phong Vuong Tu Lé
lam Tiét do st Ha Tay Ling Hiu, nhung d6i vé6i 161 tAu xin thuéng
phat cong bing cla y, thi khong nhic t6i mot tiéng”.

Thiét Ma Lic néi “Chuyén thuéng phat cta triéu dinh ta khong
dam nghi luan bira bai, nhung theo chd ta biét, quan Vi 1am ciling c6 y
ay, y ciing theo 1y 4y, déu mudn hoang thuong chan hung ky cuong, bd
gian ninh ma dung hién than”.

Trudong Lac cong chda néi Vuong Tu Lé trudc miat phu hoang ta
van khong ddm néi ré ra, vé sau ldc y 1én dudng, mat ban véi Ho gia
dai tuéng quan Tran Nguyén L& rang: Duong Quoc Trung la ké gay
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loan, toi 16n 4c cuc, ai cling cam han, tri phi giét thing giic nay, néu
khong long dan sé ly tdn hét! Tran Nguyén Lé néi: Viéc ay rat hé
trong, dé ta thong tha tinh toan. Tran Nguyén Lé ngai Duong Quy
phi, ném chuot s¢g vé do quy nén khong dam ha thi. Y biét phu hoang
ta sung 4ai, dai khai ciing thap thodng biét ta c6 chd bat man vdi nha
ho Duong, nén ngam cau cdu ta, néi lai 161 Vuong Tu L& cho ta nghe,
bao ta tim cach vi nudc tru gian. Nhung ta lam sao ¢6 cach gi duoc?
Phu hoang thuong yéu ta, nhung con yéu thuong Duong Quy phi hon,
ta vira néi t6i Duong Quoc Trung truéc mét ngudi, nguvi da lic dau
thd dai, khong cho ta néi t6i nita. Do du khong quyét nhu thé, chi e
giang son nha Pai Pudng sé bi mat trong tay Duong Quoc Trung”.

Thiét Ma Lac nghe thdy mdu néng soi 1én, budt miéng néi “Néu
cong chda c6 chd nao dung t6i ti€u nhan, thi ti€u nhan mudn chét
cang khong tu”. Viia néi t6i d6, chot nghe thi nit ¢ ven ring ho mot
tiéng, cong chua giat minh, ha giong néi “C6 ngudi t6i. Nguoi, nguoi
nghi cach gi di, nhung nhat thiét khong dugc khinh cit vong dong”.
Cong chua duge thi nit diu, né vao trong rung, dung luc 4y chot nghe
¢6 nguoi ho ho cuoi ro.

Thiét Ma Lic dua m#t nhin, thi nguoi t6i khong phai ai khéac
chinh 12 Vii Van Thong. Vi Vian Thong cudi noéi “Thiét P6 Gy nhan
nhi vo6 su qud, mot minh ¢ day thudéng tring a?”. Thiét Ma Lic noi
“Ta 1a di tuAn tra”. Vi Van Thong néi “Ua, nguoi t6i day tuin tra a?
Co6 phat hién duge nguoi nao kha nghi nip trong ring khong? Ta cting
nghe thay dudng nhu c6 tiéng ngudi, ching ta cing di tra xét kj mot
lugt xem”. Thiét Ma L&c hoi hop khong yén, y héi long khong then,
nhung s¢ cong chia bi nguoi ta dom diat, voi vang néi “Khong dam
lam phién Vi Vin tuéng quan lo ling, ta da tra xét qua mot lugt roi,
hoan toan khong c¢6 chuyén gi kha nghi”. Vi Van Thong h6 hé cuoi ro,
dot nhién ha giong né6i “Thiét Do dy, nguoi chd ai phai khong? Qua
that nguoi khong phat hién ra gi a, ta lai thay c6 mot cai béng, giong
nhu thi nit cia Truong Lac cong chaa”. Thiét Ma Lic biét y da phat
hién ra Truong Lac cong chda bén 16n mat néi “Vi Van tuéng quan
dimg néi dua, chi e nguoi hoa mit ddy, ta thi chang thay gi ca”.

Thiét Ma Lac s¢ Vit Van Thong nhat dinh di tra xét, nao ngd Vi
Van Thong dot nhién ho ho cudi ro mot trang, néi “Thiét Po dy, néu
khong phai la nguoi doi ai, vay thi di v6i ta thoi, c6 nguoi dang cho
gip nguoi!”. Thiét Ma Léc con cho ring y 1a néi téi cong chua, lién
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trach “Vi Van tuéng quan, dung néi dua nira, ta...”. Y dinh néi “Ta
phuc ménh bdo vé cong chia, néu cong chda triéu kién ta, thi tu
nhién ta phai t6i”. Nhung y vita néi t6i d6, Vit Van Thong da ngat 10i
y, nghiém trang néi “Ai néi dua vé6i nguoi, tuéng quoc sai ta moi
nguoi”.

Thiét Ma Lé#c giat ndy minh, 1dp bip néi “Cai gi, Duong, Duong
tuéng gia mudén gip ta a?”. Vii Van Thong cudi 16n néi “Nguoi vira
miing via lo s¢ phai khong? Ho6 ho, thang tiéu ti nguoi that ngay tho
qud, mau di theo ta!”, ddng vé rat than thiét, kéo Thiét Ma Lac di.

Thiét Ma Lic kinh nghi bat dinh, dot nhién ndy y uong nganh,
nghi “Nhiéu 14m thi ching qua chi 14 mét chét, minh s¢ gi Duong
Quéc Trung? Y mudn gip minh, thi minh lai cang ¢6 co hoi giét y!”.
Duong Quédc Trung trd ¢ phia sau ngdi miéu, c6 mot cong vao riéng,
Thiét Ma Lic theo Vi Van Thong tir cla ngach budc vao, chi thay
du6i hanh lang hai bén bd tri diy than binh cia Duong Quéc Trung,
Duong Quéc Trung ngoi ¢ trén, Vii Van Thong buéc 1én néi “Thiét Do
ay t6i roi”.

Duong Quéc Trung khuén méit né nu cudi xdo quyét, néi “Tot tot!
Thiét Do Gy, nguoi 1a bé téi ho gid c6 cong, ta chi vi nhiéu viéc ban
ron, néu khong da s6m mudn gip nguci roi. Mién 1&, mién 1&, nao
nao, moi ngdi xudng day”.

Thiét Ma Lic doi dién vé6i gian than, bat giac lia gian day long,
dang dinh ha tha tru gian, chgt nhé téi 1oi dan “Khong nén khinh c
vong dong” cta cong chia, nghi thAim “Khong sai, ngudi trong thién
ha déu cadm han Duong Qudc Trung, nhung 1a thuong dan cam phén,
tot nhat 12 do hoang thugng ban lénh, néu khong ciing phai do céc
tuéng si quang minh chinh dai 1én tiéng héi tdi y, mang y ra xi tu,
nhu thé méi c6 thé ha duge long cam gian clia moi ngudi. C6 Vi Van
Thong 6 day, minh chua chiic da giét duge y, ma cho du giét duge y, ¥
dan cing khong thé dua lén t6i nguoi trén, ciing con uu dai cho y
nhiéu qua?”.

Nén biét Thiét Ma Lac tuy 1a han ti nhiét huyét, nhung hoan
toan khong phai la ké thé méang, y suy nghi chin chin xong, lai binh
tinh trd lai, theo quan 1& lam 1& véi Duong Quoc Trung xong, hoi
“Khong biét tuéng gia triéu kién 1a c6 diéu gi sai bao?”.

Duong Quéc Trung néi “Ta rat thich nhiing ngudi tré tudi, Thiét
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D6 1y, nguoi vo nghé siéu quan, lai c6 cong 16n bdo gid, chi can lam
cho that tot, nhat dinh tién dé x4n lan, chic vi hién tai ciing 1a thiét
thoi cho nguoi qua”.

Duong Quoc Trung da cuvi thit khong cudsi dua m&t li€c nhin,
thay Thiét Ma L#c khong hé dong day, khong 16 vé gi, bat gidc hoi
khé chiu, Vii Vin Thong ngoéi canh Thiét Ma Lé&c, voi vang dung
khuyu tay huych huych Thiét Ma Lac, néi “Thiét Do dy, tuéng gia c6 y
dé bat nguoi, sao nguoi con chua cam ta?”.

Thiét Ma Lic lanh nhat néi “Pa ta my y cta tuéng gia, Thiét
Tranh lam t6i t6 cho hoang thuong, bao ho thanh gia dé la phan su
phai lam. Do6i on hoang thuong pha 1é ban on, phong quan ban tudc,
da 12 qua nhiéu roi, 1& nao con dugc néi t6i hai chit thiét thoi?”.

Duong Quoc Trung sing sot, ké 1ap tdc ho hod cuoi rd néi “Thiét
Do dy, nguoi khong ciy cong, khong khoe vat va, qua that c6 phong
do dai tuéng thoi c6, 1ldo phu cang kinh trong nguoi thém. Nhung tuc
nglf no6i rat hay, nguoi mong lén chd cao, nudc chay xudng chd thap.
Chang 1& nguoci qué that khong nghi t6i viéc tién 1én sao?”.

Thiét Ma Liac néi “Khong c6 cong khong nhan loc, tuy tuéng gia
mudn cit nhic Thiét md, nhung Thiét md ciing then khong dam
nhan”.

Duong Quéc Trung hiéu 1am y Thiét Ma Lic, bén nhe riang ra
cuoi néi “Thiét Po dy, chi can nguci nhan mot phen y tot cta ldo phu,
thi ching ta 12 ngudi modt nha roéi, ngay thang con dai ma, nguoi sg gi
khong c¢6 lac bao dap dugc 1ao phu?”.

No6i t6i d6, Duong Qudc Trung chot im bit, héi Thiét Ma Lic
“Nghe néi trong quan c6 10i oan vong véi ldo phu, nguoi cé biét
khong?”.

Thiét Ma L#c ldc 4y mdi suc hiéu ra, nguyén la Duong Quéc
Trung goi y t6i day 14 mudn lung lac y. Vé viéc Thiét Ma Lic ngdi
chung v6i ddm quan si chii ming Duong Qudc Trung, chic ddm vé si
cia Duong Qudc Trung da bam bdo véi y roi.

Thiét Ma Lic lam ra vé khong biét gi, hoéi lai “C6 chuyén nhu thé
a? Ty chdc t6i bay giv cing khong biét, khong biét ho odn han chuyén
A7,

Duong Quéc Trung 14t d6 bam, Thiét Ma Lic dun day la khong
biét, y lam sao tién néi lai nhitng cau quan si chii mang y? Nhu’ng5
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Duong Qudc Trung rot lai 1a mot ké vo cung gian gido ngam nghi mot
ldce r6i néi “Trude mat tam thoi chiu vat va quan si c6 hoi x6n xao, d6
cang la chuyén khé tranh khoéi, 1ldo phu d6éi on vua, cing khoé tranh
khéi c6 nguoi ghen ghét. DPiéu dang lo 1a c6 ké gian khiéu khich bén
trong, kich dong quan tam, d6i dau véi lao phu. Thiét D6 Gy, nguoi la
nguoi thong minh, néu c6 chd nao c6 thé hét sic cho ldo phu, 140 phu
quyét khong quén chd tot cua nguoi dau.

Thiét Ma L#c néi “Thiét Tranh tinh tinh ngu don, van khong
hiéu rd y cia tuéng gia”. Duong Quoc Trung liéc mat nhin y, 4nh mat
tu Thiét Ma Liac chuyén qua liéc Vii Van Thong mot cdi, Vi Van
Thong voi cudi néi “Thiét Po6 Gy, nguoi qua that khong hiéu ro sao?
Tuéng gia 14 mudén nguoi lam tai m&t cho ngudi, c6 ai doi dau véi
tuéng gia, nguoi biét dugc thi 1ap tdc baAm bdo lai cho tuéng gia”.

Thiét Ma Lac lia gian trong long day lén, nghi tham “Té ra
Duong Quoc Trung rot lai mudén minh lam ché sin cho y, hit, y con
chua biét minh 1a loai ngudi nao”. Pang dinh phat tac chot thdy mot
vién Hiéu dy chay vao. Duong Qudc Trung quat “Ta va Thiét Do uy
dang c6 chuyén quan trong can ban, khong giap khach khac, khong
phai da dén céc nguoi roi sao?”. Vién Hiéu dy kia quy mot chan xudng
bam “La Ly cong cong va sd gia Hoi Hot cau kién”.

Nguyén Ly cong cong ma vién Hiéu Gy kia néi téi la Pong cung
ndi thi Ly Phu Quéc, trong s6 thai gidm quyén luc cia y chi sau c6
Cao Luc Si, rat dugec Huyén tong tin dung, nén gia phong y lam DPong
cung noi thi.

Duong Quéc Trung nghe néi Ly Phu Qudc dich than tim téi va lai
con cé su gia Hoi Hot, bat gidc siing sot, khi gian lap tdc tan bién,
nhung van xua tay néi “Nguoi moi Ly cong cong va hai vi st gid vao
thu phong cho ta mot lic, néi ta sé téi ngay”.

Thiét Ma Lic nay ¥ nghi ngo “O dAu lai ndy ra st gia Hoi Hot?
Tai sao lai nita dém cau kién Duong Quéc Trung?”. Lai nghi “Pay la
mot ngdi miéu hoang, ho Duong céc nguoi chiém mot nia, § khong du
lai con dat ra thu phong gi gi, ddng thuong cho bao nhiéu tuéng si
dang & trong léu trai, quan si cang thé tham, phoi suong trong ring,
con phai chiu cai khé mua gié!”.

Duong Quoc Trung hing giong mot tiéng, kéu lén “Thiét Do ay”.
Thiét Ma Lic nén con gian, Uung thanh da mot tiéng “Cé!”. Duong
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Quéc Trung bat tiéng cuvi ho ho, lic Ay méi néi tiep “M6i roi ching ta
noéi t6i dau roi? phai roéi, nguci néi 1a khong cé cong khong nhan loc,
chi can nguoi ra stc cho ta, thé 14 c6 cong véi ta roi, ta duong nhién
ciing sé dua 1oc vi t6i cho nguoi. Pugc, truéc mét ta con dua téi cho
nguoi mot truong dai phd quy to bing troi, ddm bao nguoi khong ngd
to1 dau?”.

Thiét Ma Lic nua tdc gidn nida hiéu ky, ciing dinh dua gion véi
Duong Quoc Trung mot phen, néi “Trudec hét xin ta on tudéng gia tai
boi, nhung khong biét dé 1a pha quy gi vay?”.

Duong Quéc Trung liéc y mot cai, cudi néi “Truong Lac cong chia
thich nguoi, nguoi c6 biét khong? Ho, ldo phu da biét roi, chi 1a véi
than phan clia nguoi, quyét khong thé lam pho ma dugc. C6 diéu néu
ldo0 phu lam chua gitp nguoi, nho Quy phi nha ta néi v6i hoang thuong
mot cau, nhat dinh hoang thuong ph4 1é& tdc thanh cho cac nguoi,
khong hoéi t6i gia thé& cua nguoi, ga cong chua cho nguoi! HO ho,
chuyén d6 thi nguoi khong ngd dugc, 13 chuyén phd quy to bang troi
day”.

D6 14 muu k&€ mot miii tén ban roi hai con nhan cia Duong Qudc
Trung, mot 1a nhim thu phuc Thiét Ma Lic dé st dung, hai 14 nhim
16i kéo Truong Lac cong chia dé nang khong phan d6i Duong gia.
Duong Quoc Trung cho ring Thiét Ma Lic nghe xong sé ming r& vi
duge qud long mong moéi, dap dau lay ta, nao ngd Thiét Ma Lic sic
mit dé bing, khi gian boc 1én, 1ap tidc cao giong néi “Tudng gia, ngudi
nhin 1am nguoi rdi, cho du Thiét Tranh muén cau phd quy ciing chua
phai 1a loai ti€éu nhan vo si dua vao giu quan dan ba ma kiém cong
danh loi 1o¢ nhu thé& dau”.

Cau ay rd rang la chii Duong Quoc Trung nho Duong Quy phi ma
duge lam Té tuéng, Duong Quoc Trung vd cung tic gidn, run giong
chiri “Thiét Tranh, nguoi, nguoi khong biét hay dé nhu thé a!”. Nhin
thay doi bén da nhu tén trén day cung, cham vao la phat, cing diung
ldc 4y chot nghe than binh hai bén hanh lang “Ai cha, 6i chao” kéu la
ngi xudng, c6 ngudi cao giong quat “Tranh ra, Lao Hic ta t6i day,
khong can cdc nguoi bam bdo”. Chi thay U4t Tri Bic cam roi vang sai
chan budc vao, phia sau con c6 Tan Tuong.

Dang 1a: Giau sang khé d6i long hao kiét, Gép rui thanh may cé
ctu binh.
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Muén biét chuyén sau thé& nao, xin nghe ha hoéi phan giai.
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