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What about separation of Church and state?
Is it right for us to vote according to our
religious beliefs?

The Second Vatican Council teaches that as
Christian  “citizens among citizens...
everywhere and always (we) have to seek the
justice of the kingdom of God.” We must seek
that justice when we vote.

Our activities in the Church and in the state are
distinct, but we remain the same Christian
people whatever we do. We belong both to
Christ and to Canada—and we must not
separate ourselves from either when we vote.

What moral judgements has the Church
made that affect my vote in Canada today?

The Church has many teachings about social
justice, solidarity with our fellow citizens, the
common good and human rights. We must take
all of these into account. But two basic issues
stand out in Canada today: the right to life and
the status of marriage and family.

Why is the right to life the most important
issue in deciding my vote?

The most basic of all our rights is the right to
life — the right from which all other rights
flow. Without life, no other right can be
enjoyed. Any threat to the right to life, then, is
a threat to all our rights.

Any threat to the right to life not only puts
human beings at
risk of being killed,
but also “is a threat
capable, in the end,
of jeopardizing the
very meaning of
democratic  co-
existence,””  Pope
John Paul II warns
in the Gospel of
Life.

This is because “the
inalienable right to
life  of every
innocent  human
individual is a constitutive element of a civil
society and its legislation.... The moment...
(the) law deprives a category of human beings
of the protection which civil legislation ought to
accord them, the state is denying the equality of
all before the law. When the state does not
place its power at the service of the rights of
each citizen, and in particular the more
vulnerable, the very foundations of a state based
on law are undermined....”

Why are marriage and family
policies also very important?

Pope John Paul II wrote that, “a family policy
must be the basis and driving force of all social
policies.””  This is simply because the family
is “the original cell of social life.”"" Therefore,
“the importance of the family for the life and
well-being of society entails a particular
responsibility for society to support and
strengthen marriage and the family. Civil
authority should consider it a grave duty ‘to
acknowledge the true nature of the family, to
protect and foster them, to safeguard public
morality and domestic prosperity.””"'

So what do I look for in a
candidate and party?

First, we must vote for candidates and parties
that uphold the right to life for all Canadians
and for all human beings everywhere.

Second, we must vote for candidates and par-
ties who recognize that a family is “a man and
a woman united in marriage, together with
their children”'?; who will enact policies that
recognize that children are the responsibility
and duty first and foremost of their parents and
not of the state; and who will enact policies
that assist and do not hamper parents in raising

their children.
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